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To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, 

Ruth:  608-577-5815  office@ocpchurch.com  
Pastor Scott: 608-417-0231  pscottmw@icloud.com  

 

 

 

Poinsettia donations are due this Sunday 
 

DECEMBER 11 

 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
BLUE CHRISTMAS LITURGY WITH ANOINTING & BLESSING  

10 AM 
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, is the third Sunday of Advent.  We will be lighting the 

Advent Candle of Joy.  Our Scriptures readings are Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 11:2-6.  
Each Advent we also take time to acknowledge that in the midst of the joy of the season, 
we want to acknowledge and honor those who have lost loved ones and the grief this 
season brings as well.  Many churches, like ours, do so with a special liturgy or a service 
called “Blue Christmas”.  During our worship, we will have a special liturgy.  Following the 
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liturgy, we will invite people who wish to come forward to receive an anointing with a 
blessing and then to light a candle in memory of a loved one.   

Our accompanist is Karen Brunk.  The service will be live-streamed on our church Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/OCPCambridgeWI  To be notified of when we go “Live”, go 
to the church Facebook page, click on the “Follow” button and you will be notified when 
we go “live.” 

 

 

(Photo by Pastor Scott - Grandview Trail Meadow, McFarland) 

 

December Worship Schedule 
December 11 – Advent 3:  “Joy” We will have a special liturgy for “Healing and Wholeness” 

as we face the seasonal darkness struggles of grief that that the holidays bring to many 
of us.   

December 18 –Advent 4:  “Love”  This Sunday we are planning a service of special 
Christmas music with guest musicians Marian Korth (piano and organ), Mare Stewart 
and Lisa Leadholm (flute) with Barb Brown (piano), Sam Marrese-Wheeler on guitar and 
vocals, and the Briddell family (cello, viola and bassoon).  We will also be singing carols.  
Following worship, join us for holiday treats during fellowship.   

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship at 5 p.m.  We will gather to listen to the story told 
in Matthew and Luke, sing carols, celebrate communion, and end our service with the 
traditional candle lighting and singing of Silent Night. 

December 25 – No Sunday Worship.  Merry Christmas!   

January 1 – Special Meditative Communion Worship   

 

https://www.facebook.com/OCPCambridgeWI
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POINSETTIAS:  This year, we are again inviting people to donate a poinsettia.  If you 

would like to purchase one, we invite you to do so, bringing them to the church on 
Sunday, December 11.   

 

 
 

Happy 95th Birthday to Ralph Spaulding! 
Ralph’s daughter, Alexandra, contacted us a few weeks ago to let us know this was a 
special birthday for her father.  She lives out of state and would not be able to be here to 
celebrate with her dad, and wondered if we might surprise him with a 95th Birthday 
Fellowship Party.  Surprise him we did.  She wrote emailed him to make sure he would be 
in attendance.  So when Ralph’s car would not start, he walked to church, such a dedicated 
soul as he is.  Ralph helped Pastor Scott serve communion and then following worship, we 
sang “Happy Birthday” and shared in treats provided by various members.  The birthday 
cupcakes were provided by Randy and Renee Johnson.   
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING:  The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished 

Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.  The Offering distributes gifts equally to the 
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and 
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colleges equipping communities of color.  The Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. 

More information about the Christmas Joy Offering can be found on the web site below.  
www.pcusa.org/christmasjoy  Donations may be mailed to the church.  Please make checks 
out to OCPC, noting it is for the Christmas Joy Offering. 

 

Guns-to-Gardens Gun Buy Back 
 

             

                      

          

 

THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered for our Guns-to-Gardens Gun Buy Back event 

on December 3.  We were one of many Presbyterian Churches and other locations across 
the United States holding this event this past Saturday.   Staci Marrese-Wheeler and her 
congregation, Common Grace, hosted Jeff Wild on Sunday, December 4, using some of the 

http://www.pcusa.org/christmasjoy
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metal gun parts from our event and others to transform into garden tools.  Other faith 
communities are holding them this coming Saturday, December 10.  All of us are 
participating in these events as we mark 10 years since the Sandy Hook School Elementary 
Mass Shooting that claimed the lives of 20 First and Second Graders and 6 of their 
teachers.   Guns-to-Gardens is a national movement (https://rawtools.org/) of which the 
Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship are actively involved. 
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2022/6/1/gun-violence-and-ga225/ 

Here are the links to the news coverage from our event.   

https://www.channel3000.com/gun-buyback-at-church-aims-to-turn-thoughts-and-prayers-into-action/  

https://www.wkow.com/video/event-turns-unwanted-guns-into-gardening-tools/video_fa9bb780-1e4a-
58ec-95af-512aeed6565f.html  

https://www.nbc15.com/2022/12/03/unwanted-firearms-be-transformed-into-garden-tools-following-
cambridge-gun-buyback/ 

 

While we were holding our event here in Cambridge, other Presbyterian churches across 
the country were holding similar Gun Buy Back events.   

Presbyterian Churches in Louisville, KY Take the  
Plowshares Approach toward Halting Gun Violence 

“Walter McWhorter of Highland Baptist Church in Louisville, who surrendered two pistols 
and 16 rifles and long guns on Sunday, had perhaps the most difficult decision to make 
among those who turned in weapons. All were part of his father’s extensive gun collection. 

“My father, who passed away 19 years ago, used to collect rifles and pistols,” primarily 
those used during the two world wars, McWhorter wrote on a Facebook post. “He 
painstakingly restored them and researched their history. [On Sunday] I took some of his 
guns to be destroyed. Why destroy them when I could have sold them or given them to a 
collector? The legacy that I hope to pass on to my child and grandchildren is a world where 
guns are neither wanted nor needed. I don’t want anyone to glorify a gun by hanging it on 
a wall or displaying it as a thing of beauty.” 

You can read more about the Guns-to-Gardens Gun Buy Back event held by Presbyterian 
Churches and other faith communities in Louisville, Kentucky this past weekend by clicking 
on the link below: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-churches-in-louisville-kentucky-take-the-
plowshares-approach-toward-halting-gun-
violence/?fbclid=IwAR0NfsA2Y94u7WRtvQ_2op6ZbbNbMKEpOwgA0c2FKZLmkCXRiHFzOFz0odI 

 

Gun Violence in Houses of Worship  
Several people have asked as to why we are involved in gun violence prevention.  Besides it 
being our calling as followers of Jesus Christ and living into the scripture from Isaiah 
“beating swords into plowshares”, Houses of Worship from churches, like ours, to 
synagogues, mosques, and mega churches have also experienced gun violence on Sunday 

https://rawtools.org/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2022/6/1/gun-violence-and-ga225/
https://www.channel3000.com/gun-buyback-at-church-aims-to-turn-thoughts-and-prayers-into-action/
https://www.wkow.com/video/event-turns-unwanted-guns-into-gardening-tools/video_fa9bb780-1e4a-58ec-95af-512aeed6565f.html
https://www.wkow.com/video/event-turns-unwanted-guns-into-gardening-tools/video_fa9bb780-1e4a-58ec-95af-512aeed6565f.html
https://www.nbc15.com/2022/12/03/unwanted-firearms-be-transformed-into-garden-tools-following-cambridge-gun-buyback/
https://www.nbc15.com/2022/12/03/unwanted-firearms-be-transformed-into-garden-tools-following-cambridge-gun-buyback/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-churches-in-louisville-kentucky-take-the-plowshares-approach-toward-halting-gun-violence/?fbclid=IwAR0NfsA2Y94u7WRtvQ_2op6ZbbNbMKEpOwgA0c2FKZLmkCXRiHFzOFz0odI
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-churches-in-louisville-kentucky-take-the-plowshares-approach-toward-halting-gun-violence/?fbclid=IwAR0NfsA2Y94u7WRtvQ_2op6ZbbNbMKEpOwgA0c2FKZLmkCXRiHFzOFz0odI
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-churches-in-louisville-kentucky-take-the-plowshares-approach-toward-halting-gun-violence/?fbclid=IwAR0NfsA2Y94u7WRtvQ_2op6ZbbNbMKEpOwgA0c2FKZLmkCXRiHFzOFz0odI
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mornings during worship and other times.  While we are meant to be sanctuaries shelter 
from violence and the outside chaos and violence of the outside world, where poodle can 
find a safe place for reflection and peace, and where strangers are welcome, this is no 
longer true.  The recent string of high-profile mass shootings in the U.S. is a reminder 
violence can happen anywhere, prompting some faith leaders to ramp up security.  On 
November 30, an Active Intruder Training was held for faith communities and faith leaders 
in Madison.   

As your pastor, I am aware of our security issues.  Our side door needs to always remain 
locked on a Sunday morning, as does the front door.  Both are points of vulnerability for a 
stranger to enter without anyone seeing them.  I believe both are locked, and we always 
need to make sure this is always done.  As for the back entrance with the glass double 
doors.  I am always mindful of who is entering and leaving during worship while you are 
sitting in the sanctuary.  Security experts would advise us to lock those doors at the start of 
worship, and then have a person stationed there to let late comers into the church.  That 
person would also be mindful of activity in the parking lot.   If we held an intruder training, 
they would probably teach us how to respond to an active shooter.  Besides security 
measures to prevent such an experience, given our age and ability, they probably would 
instruct us first to hide in the pews, and call 911.  Our second act would be exit, as we were 
able, to the nearest and safest exit.  Which would that be?  These are things I have thought 
about, especially after going through intruder drills at school when working as a substitute 
teacher.  This is not to make us fearful, but to raise our awareness that gun violence is not 
something we can avoid in churches as much as we would like to do so. 

As a faith leader, and a follower of Jesus, I do not believe in guns in church.  We can be 
mindful of our surroundings and security on a Sunday morning.  And we can continue to 
live into the Gospel by working together to end gun violence in our nation, like we did on 
December 3.   

https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/07/18/us-houses-of-worship-increase-security-after-
shootings-deaths 

 

HURRICANE ASSISTANCE – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) urges your 

support this hurricane season. In the wake of catastrophic impacts from Hurricane Ian, 
recovery is ongoing in places hit by Hurricane Fiona, including Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic and Cuba. Storms are becoming more frequent and more severe, and this early in 
the hurricane season we must prepare for these broad and anticipated catastrophes that 
have not yet formed. Give today to enable our response, from emergency needs through 
the long-term recovery phase. 

Gifts can be made online by clicking here, or by making out a check to OCPC with the 
comment “Hurricanes.”  Donations will be forwarded to PDA. 

 
 

https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/07/18/us-houses-of-worship-increase-security-after-shootings-deaths
https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2022/07/18/us-houses-of-worship-increase-security-after-shootings-deaths
https://pcusa.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZwbWEucGN1c2Eub3JnJTJGZG9uYXRlJTJGbWFrZS1hLWdpZnQlMkZnaWZ0LWluZm8lMkZEUjAwMDE5NCUyRiUzRmFwcGVhbCUzRFBEQSUyNnBhY2thZ2UlM0RIUzIyLUUlMjZ1dG1fc291cmNlJTNEQWN0aXZlQ2FtcGFpZ24lMjZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtJTNEZW1haWwlMjZ1dG1fY29udGVudCUzRFN1cHBvcnQlMkJQREElMkJzJTJCcmVzcG9uc2UlMkJ0byUyQmh1cnJpY2FuZXMlMkIlMjUyOGRpc3BvbmlibGUlMkJlbiUyQkVzcGElMjVDMyUyNUIxb2wlMjUyOSUyNnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbiUzREh1cnJpY2FuZSUyQklhbiUyQkVtZXJnZW5jeSUyQkFwcGVhbCUyQiUyNTdDJTJCT2N0b2JlciUyQjIwMjI=&sig=BijFmNpouo7T2G77U9B7TKqcKneknVXhAbYvzrnJuUTH&iat=1664895093&a=%7C%7C89675914%7C%7C&account=pcusa%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=EBAgPWUDTgWgYeB3lr2%2FhXwFoqDlMHNmyq65fGLdufk%3D&s=4234df1556a5a351a15f5304dc6348e7&i=3461A3753A31A71977
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PIGGLY WIGGLY RECEIPTS:  Piggly Wiggly receipts are due at the church on Sunday, 

December 18.  The monies received from the Piggly Wiggly receipts will be used to support 
the local food pantries.  The amount collected in 2022 of $285 was sent to the Cambridge 
Food Pantry to help with holiday baskets. 

 

DO YOU NEED A HANDYMAN? – OCPC friend David Ludington is interested in doing 

some handyman work. If you have some little projects around your house, please talk to 
David at church, call 608-480-9448, or email him at numberonedad1989@gmail.com.  

 

MISSION FUNDS!  The Session voted to donate $100 of our mission funds to support 

the work of the Trevor Project.  The Trevor Project is the world’s largest suicide prevention 
and crisis intervention organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and 
questioning (LGBTQ) young people.  Pastor Scott also made a personal donation which was 
matched by his other employer, Gunderson Funeral Home.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Trevor Project, click on this link:  https://www.thetrevorproject.org/explore/ 

If you have a Mission or non-Profit that fits into the ministry and mission of OCPC, please 
speak with Pastor Scott. 

 

    

 

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST:  Soup (variety of canned soup), Corned Beef Hash, 

SpaghettiOs, Ravioli, other canned meals and pastas, Crackers (Saltines, Ritz, etc.), Baked 
Beans, Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Pancake Syrup, Shampoo and Conditioner, Men’s and 
Women’s Deodorant, Razors, Bath Soap, Laundry Soap, Toothpaste.  Donation bin is 
located outside of the lower level middle school/food pantry entrance and monetary 
donations are gladly accepted via the Food Pantry website 
https://cambridgecap.net/programs/nutrition/food-pantry/ or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 
53523.  Thank you!   
 

mailto:numberonedad1989@gmail.com
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/explore/
https://cambridgecap.net/programs/nutrition/food-pantry/
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AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES  Caring.com is a leading senior care 

resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging 
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The 
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as 
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.  
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in 
Wisconsin:  (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin) 
 

DONATE ONLINE TO OUR CHURCH, Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge, 

using the app, Vanco Mobile.  Search for “Vanco Mobile” in your app store (Vanco 
Payment Solutions).  Once it’s installed, find us using our zip code (53523), and set up one-
time or recurring payments, OR go directly to our donor page by using the QR Code below, 
or the link on our webpage, www.ocpchurch.com .  Thank you!  (You may also mail in your 
offering and pledge:  OCPC 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523.) 

 

 

MILESTONES 
Birthdays 
        Kari Bettenhausen .............. December 6 
        Cheryl Bettenhausen .......... December 9 
        Mardy Schilleman ............. December 12 
        Trevor Leto ........................ December 13 
        Mike Stitz .......................... December 19 
        Stan Lund .......................... December 21 
        Matt Meier ........................ December 23 

        Phillip Yeadon ................... December 28 
        Larry Jensen ...................... December 29 
        Rose Ann West .................. December 30 
 
Anniversaries 
       Dale & Ann Febock ............ December 28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://caring.com/
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin
http://www.ocpchurch.com/
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PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 

Lorin Fulton 
Margaret Hawkins  
Linda Johnson 
Jan & Nancy Kristiansen 
Mardi Schilleman 
Marilyn Schuster 
Jenine Spack  
The people impacted by Hurricanes Fiona, Ian and Nicole 
 

The families of Evelyn Reiner, Caleb Wipperfurth (CHS graduate who died of cancer), Jim 
Schilleman, Donald Hawkins and families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events 
• Pastoral Office Hours – Generally 9:00 a.m. to Noon Wednesdays 

• Business Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. to Noon Monday through Thursday 

• Sundays – 10:00 a.m. Worship;  
                    Communion first Sunday of each month  

• Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – AA 

TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001  EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com  or  Pastor@OCPChurch.com  
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com    

 Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 
 

mailto:Office@OCPChurch.com
mailto:Pastor@OCPChurch.com
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