Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church

July 26, 2022 Monthly Summary

To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church,
Ruth: 608-577-5815 office@ocpchurch.com
Pastor Scott: 608-417-0231 pscottmw@icloud.com

A Matthew 25 Congregation
“Lord, When Did We See You…?”
July 26, 2022

“In the beginning, there was the Word;
the Word was in God’s presence,
and the Word was God.”
“The Hate U Give”
By Angie Thomas
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 31, we continue our “Banned Books and the Bible” sermon series
with “The Hate U Give.” We will be exploring this awarding winning young adult novel by
Angie Thomas through the lens of these scriptures: Solomon 1:5 “I am black and beautiful”
and Philippians 2:1-5, along with Jesus command to love one another as he loved us.
Our accompanist is Karen Tordera. The service will be live-streamed on our church
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/OCPCambridgeWI To be notified of when we go
“Live”, go to the church Facebook page, click on the “Follow” button and you will be
notified when we go “live.”
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Angie Thomas‘ 2017 young-adult novel is a profoundly affecting project that takes the
themes of Black Lives Matter, police brutality, and black identity and puts them in the
limelight. It is inspired by THUG LIFE, Tupac Shakur’s famous acronym that stood for “The
Hate U Give Little Infants F***ks Everybody.” She told the thought-provoking story of an
African-American girl stuck between cultures and trying to understand whether she should
keep silent or talk. However,‘ The Hate U Give’ manages to go deeper into where we are in
the world today, where racism and police brutality still pervades. It emphasizes youth
activism and making a hard decision to speak out whenever it is necessary.
16-year-old Starr Carter, the protagonist of the novel, moves between two worlds. The first
is the poor black neighborhood where she lives in Greater Heights, and the fancy suburban
prep school she attends at Williamson Prep. Her world shattered when her friend was shot
and killed by a police officer.
Soon after that, his death became a national headline. Some people referred to him as a
thug, some said he is a drug dealer and while others called him a gangbanger. Protesters
took to the streets in Khalil’s name. While all this was going on, some cops and the local
drug lord tried to intimidate Starr and her family into silence. But the question on
everyone’s lips is this: what really happened that night?
But whatever Starr says or does not say has the potential to elevate or scatter her
community.‘ The Hate U Give’ deals with a lot of societal issues but the main story is on the
unlawful killing of Starr’s friend Khalil by a police officer. It also deals with the social issues
and processes in which Starr and others who loved Khalil had to go through seeking justice.
Starr learns both the importance of and the costs of speaking out. Often the cognitive
dissonance – she writes, “I hope none of them asks about my spring break. They went to
Taipei, the Bahamas, Harry Potter World. I stayed in the hood and saw a cop kill my
friend.” – seems too much for her to bear.
The plot is of great importance to the news that is usually coming out of America and the
Black Lives Matter movement. This book is Young Adult Fiction but honestly, this novel is a
must-read and it can teach everyone so much about racism and speaking out.
Why has ‘The Hate U Give’ been Banned?
In late 2017, The Hate U Give was banned by school officials in Katy, Texas, where it was
challenged for “inappropriate language.” District Superintendent Lance Hindt pulled the
book from shelves during the review process in violation of the district’s own review
policies, claiming he did so based on its “pervasive vulgarity and racially-insensitive
language… not its substantive content or the viewpoint expressed.” The move drew
widespread condemnation from free expression advocates, but the actions of a teen in the
district helped save the day. Ny’Shira Lundy collected 4,000 signatures on a petition calling
for the restoration of the book. The district relented and put it back on shelves, but it
wasn’t a total victory. Students are required to get parental permission to check it out.
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The Hate U Give appears to be on track for a spot on next year’s top ten challenged and
banned books list.
The Hate U Give is also a movie. You can rent it at the Cambridge library or if you have
streaming services, you can rent it on one of the following: Amazon Prime, Apple TV +,
Hulu, or others you may have.

ON SUNDAY, JULY 24, 25 of us gathered in our parking lot, to share in a first of its
kind worship experience in the state of Wisconsin and maybe in the nation, by literally
living into God’s command in Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3 to “beat our swords into plowshares
and our spears into pruning hooks” turning a donate shotgun (thank you Mike and Melanie
Rumpf) into a garden tool. The Guns to Gardens ministry is a national movement with the
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship spearheading it. The Rev. Jeff Wild was our guest. A retired
Lutheran minister turned blacksmith, Jeff has been transforming donated guns, destroyed
with a chop saw, then using his forge, transforming them into garden tools. Thank you to
our musicians, Karen Brunk (piano), Sam Marrese-Wheeler and Nib Studelska (guitars and
vocal) for adding to our worship. Pictures by Judy Schroeder and Gina (Marrese) Studelska.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS: The Session has called for two meetings of the
congregation. The purpose of these meetings is to consider changes to the By-laws. The
Session is recommending that the date of the annual meeting be changed to occur in June.
The first meeting will be held Sunday, July 31 following worship. This meeting will be to
hear their recommendation and ask questions. The second meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, August 7 following worship. This meeting will be to vote on the
recommendation.
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“Across the country, debates about censorship, critical race theory, LGBTQ+ and
Transgender issues, are giving rise to revival of book bans. Virginia Governor Glen
Youngkin leveraged banning CRT as a campaign promise to win his election last November.
Now the debates have reached a new height in Texas. In one small Texas town, angry
parents swarmed school board meetings. They are demanding the banning of books
focused on LGBTQ+ or BIPOC characters or issues like sexual assault, racial injustice, and
history. Throughout history, people and governments have sought to censor what people
of all ages can read. But should books be banned? And if so, what about a book that talks
openly about rape, murder, incest, mass killings, sexuality, adultery, child abuse, domestic
violence, and gay relationships? The Bible has all of those topics in it and more. Should it
be banned? This summer Pastor Scott invites you to join him on Sunday mornings as we
explore some of the books that have been banned, exploring the theological and biblical
imagery in each of them, and connecting them to stories in the Bible. A display of banned
books will be coming soon to the sanctuary. You can find a list of the books we will be
exploring. Have you read any of these? Pastor Scott has, including the Bible.

AUGUST 7

“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”

THANK YOU to everyone who dropped off their Piggly Wiggly receipts for us. The total
submitted for the last 6 months earned us $140 in local mission funds! Please continue to
collect those receipts for this ongoing mission project.

LAKE RIPLEY RIDE VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP! We are once again volunteering on
Saturday, July 30, covering the rest stop at the London Community Center from 9 am-1 pm.
Thank you to everyone who has so far signed up to volunteer: Judy Pearson, Mark Touhey,
Judy Schroeder, Bud and Bobbi Rumpf, Melanie Rumpf, Pastor Scott, Joe Leto, and Ralph
Spaulding. If you are interested in volunteering, we welcome your participation! Please let
Pastor Scott know and share your t-shirt size. This is a family friendly event, so children
and youth are invited to volunteer too!
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CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL DISTRICT LOOKING FOR HELPERS! On the day of the
school supply give away, August 15, volunteers are needed that morning to get supplies
ready in shifts between 9-1. They are also needed from 3-8 for the give away and clean up.
If interested, contact Kristin Aasen-Gowan, school social worker at 608-423-8008 (office) /
608-213-5919 (cell/text) / kgowan@cambridge.k12.wi.us.
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MISSION FUNDS! The Session voted to donate $100 of our mission funds to support
the work of the Trevor Project. The Trevor Project is the world’s largest suicide prevention
and crisis intervention organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and
questioning (LGBTQ) young people. Pastor Scott also made a personal donation which was

Page 8

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church

July 26, 2022 Monthly Summary

matched by his other employer, Gunderson Funeral Home. If you would like to learn more
about the Trevor Project, click on this link: https://www.thetrevorproject.org/explore/
If you have a Mission or non-Profit that fits into the ministry and mission of OCPC, please
speak with Pastor Scott.

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST: Cereal, Coffee, Hot Chocolate, Granola Bars,
Crackers/Saltines, Cookies, Body Wash, Laundry Soap. Donation bin is located outside of
the lower level middle school/food pantry entrance and monetary donations are gladly
accepted via the Food Pantry website https://cambridgecap.net/programs/nutrition/food-pantry/
or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 53523. Thank you!

July 19, 2022

Guns to Gardens logo of Community United Church of Christ in Boulder, Colorado

“God shall judge between many peoples
and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away;
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they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
Nations will quit fighting each other,
quit learning how to kill one another.”
Micah 4:3

“Ban Guns Not Books!”
He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
O people of God,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Isaiah 2:4-5
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 24, we continue our “Banned Books and the Bible” sermon series
with a twist. Worship will be outdoors, as we welcome the Rev. Jeff Wild, retired ELCA
pastor from Madison. In retirement, Jeff has taken up blacksmithing. Like Pastor Scott
and many of us, Jeff felt called to turn his prayers to end gun violence into action. He
decided to participate in a national movement called “Guns to Gardens.” Jeff takes
donations of guns, disassembles them using a chop saw, and then transforms the metal
parts into garden tools, using the wood for the handles. We will be incorporating his
demonstration into our worship, thus the need to be outdoors. If you have a bag or lawn
chair, please bring it. We will also have other chairs you can use. Sam Marrese-Wheeler
will be one of our guest musicians. Karen Brunk will be our guest accompanist. This
service will not be live-streamed. We will return to live-streaming worship on July 31.

Shane Claiborne and Michael Martin founders of rawtools.com
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ABOUT THE RAWTOOLS MINISTRY: Our nation has been through a variety of
horrific events surrounding gun violence, and it has brought the conversation to the
forefront of our current events and “water cooler” conversations. It has largely become a
binary conversation of either more guns or more laws. RAWtools wants to open a new
option, a third way: What if we made a commitment to solve our problems without guns
and violence? By using weapons to make garden tools and other hand tools, we are
creating a symbol for change and we’re asking you to participate, to dare to use our
imaginations to change our impulse. Beating swords into plowshares, spears into pruning
hooks, and guns into garden tools creates a dynamic shift in our investment in time and
resources. If we are no longer training for war, what else would we be doing? It doesn’t
mean we are all to become gardeners, but it does mean we can invest in providing life
sustaining resources for our communities. RAWtools’ mission to “disarm hearts and forge
peace” is driven by our ability to make a choice about the tools we use to navigate conflict.
As we lose more than 100 people a day to gun violence in the United States, it’s becoming
more and more clear that guns have no place in conflict resolution. Many folks donate
their guns to RAWtools because they realize they don’t need them anymore. Our Sword to
Plow program allows you to donate your gun to RAWtools and receive a garden tool from
that gun for free. RAWtools keeps any remaining parts to make more tools or items to
raise money for our work. We walk you through the process of legally disabling your gun
and connect you to our disarming network.

JULY 31

“The Hate U Give” (Song of Solomon 1)
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AUGUST 7

“The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”

LAKE RIPLEY CEMETERY VANDALIZED

We are saddened and angered that the Lake Ripley Cemetery was once again vandalized
sometime Saturday night, July 16 into the early morning hours of Sunday, July 17. The
Cemetery Board is aware of the damage and police have been notified.

July 12, 2022
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“Fahrenheit 451”
By
Ray Bradbury
Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed
book, along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the
destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife,
Mildred, who spends all day with her television “family.” But when he meets an eccentric
young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and
to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless
chatter of television, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known.
(Goodreads summary)
One of the great literary classics of the 20th century is Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury.
The novel, published in 1953, was inspired by the political and social climate following
World War II during the Joe McCarthy era (Wisconsin Senator). Many feared communism
would find a place in American society. Bradbury constructed his dystopian novel based on
these political and social fears and was also aware of how technology shaped how people
consumed information and media. Books are banned and actively burned in the novel to
prohibit people from learning or forming their thoughts and opinions. Society is at war, and
the only media allowed is through televisions, which are plastered onto walls in homes and
businesses throughout the society, causing people to only watch television and preventing
them from engaging in meaningful discussions or conversations in this society. Many of the
characters are unhappy and battle struggles due to being cut off from intellectual culture
such as literature.
The story follows a firefighter whose job is to track down books and destroy them by
burning them; he grapples with the idea of his job and the books that he encounters that
are supposed to be destroyed. In contrast to the typical job of firefighters, seen outside of
the novel, these workers were starting fires to destroy books rather than fighting to put
out fires, allowing the novel to receive its name, as 451 degrees Fahrenheit is the
necessary temperature for books to catch fire. This incident is just one of the ironic twists
Bradbury includes and helps illustrate the problems and implications of authoritarian
governments and censorship. The moral and ethical obstacles this main character faces
help readers understand the complexities of censorship.
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 17, we continue our “Banned Books and the Bible” sermon series
with a look at Ray Bradbury’s 1953 classic, “Fahrenheit 451”and two biblical accounts of
book burnings, the first in Jeremiah 36 and the second one in Acts 19.
Our accompanist is Marian Korth. The service will be live-streamed on our church
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/OCPCambridgeWI To be notified of when we go
“Live”, go to the church Facebook page, click on the “Follow” button and you will be
notified when we go “live.”

Banned Books and the Bible Sermon Series Information
July 17 – “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury (Job)
July 24 – Banned Books versus Banning Guns (Isaiah 2:4)
July 31 – “The Hate U Give” (Song of Solomon 1)
August 7 – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”

COMING TO OCPC AND CAMBRIDGE
GUNS TO GARDENS
SUNDAY, JULY 24
10 AM
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ON SUNDAY, JULY 24, Jeff Wild, a retired Lutheran minister in Madison, who is now
doing Blacksmithing, will be our guest for worship. Like Pastor Scott, and many of us, Jeff
felt like he needed to turn his prayers into action. He decided to participate in a national
movement called “Guns to Gardens.” Jeff takes donations of guns, disassembles them,
and then melts the metal parts down, to forge them into garden tools, using the wood for
the handles. He will have enough gun parts for his demonstration, however, he said if
someone wants to donate a gun they know longer use, he will trade them for a garden tool
he has made from another gun.

https://captimes.com/news/forge-peace-retired-madison-pastor-hammers-guns-into-gardentools/article_f01cc4df-59b2-5b5a-8e76a2cca769ce43.html?fbclid=IwAR3S9z4srQeerN7tnUw7GCdqs4U2rSInP3q51kiqHDXlt1Uza-LkN7HmeB4

The following provides more information about this national Movement.
https://rawtools.org/

INVITATION TO A BENEFIT CONCERT: John Knox Presbytery has passed this
invitation (below) along on behalf of the musicians of Covenant Presbyterian Church,
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Westminster Presbyterian Church, and Pres House in Madison, WI. Please contact Melissa
Hinz (mhinz@covenantmadison.org) or Joe Chrisman (westminstermusic@sbcglobal.net)
for more information. Thanks!
Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
The strife and war in Ukraine has come to trouble us all. Yet, in the midst of such conflict,
we must work even harder to share the love of Christ. It is in that spirit that the musicians
of Covenant Presbyterian Church, Westminster Presbyterian Church, and Pres House invite
your congregation to share music in a benefit program for Ukrainian relief efforts.
At 3:00 p.m. On Sunday, July 17, we will gather at Covenant Presbyterian Church (326
South Segoe Road) for a musical program. Your congregation is invited to attend the
program. If the musicians of your congregation are interested in sharing a musical offering
in the program, they are invited to contact Melissa Hinz (mhinz@covenantmadison.org) at
Covenant (608-233-6297) not later than June 30, 2022. The music offered can be of
Ukrainian origin, but it does not have to be. The selection should, however, be limited in
length to no more than 3 to 4 minutes.
Individuals may also choose to sing in a massed choir organized especially for the event.
Rehearsals will be held on Sunday evening, July 10, at 7:00 pm, and again on Thursday
evening, July 14, at 7:00 pm at Covenant Presbyterian Church. Singers may attend either
one or both rehearsals and additional information is available from Melissa.
We look forward to seeing you on July 17 as we share our thoughts and prayers with those
in need in Ukraine.

MISSION FUNDS! WE HAVE THEM! Over the past year, we have financially
supported the LGBTQ+ ministry at Pres House, provided several meals for the students at
Pres House, supported the mission to the Afghan refugees at Fort McCoy. We have also
supported the Lake Ripley Juvenile Diabetes Ride both financially and by our presence at
the London Community Center Rest Stop, and the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Walk. If
you have suggestions for possible use of some of our funds, please speak with Pastor Scott
or any of the Session members.

July 5, 2022

“‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ has been feared, banned and loved.
Now it’s scaring the bejeezus out of us again!”
(Washington Post Headline)

‘THE HANDMAID’S TALE’ is set in the Republic of Gilead, a theocratic military
dictatorship formed within the borders of what was formerly the United States of America.
Beginning with a staged attack that kills the President and most of Congress, an extreme
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Christian movement calling itself the "Sons of Jacob" launches a revolution and suspends
the United States Constitution under the pretext of restoring order. They are quickly able
to eliminate all women's rights, largely attributed to financial records being stored
electronically and labelled by gender. The new regime, the Republic of Gilead, moves
quickly to consolidate its power and reorganize society along a new militarized,
hierarchical, compulsory regime of Old Testament-inspired social and religious fanaticism
among its newly created social classes. In this society, human rights are severely limited
and women's rights are unrecognized as almost all women are forbidden to read.
In 2019, The Handmaid’s Tale was the seventh most banned book in the United States.
Why?
“‘The Handmaid’s Tale’” has become a modern classic, widely praised by those who’ve
managed to read it. Published in 1985, the dystopian novel focuses on the survival and
emancipation of endangered women who go through devaluation, coercion, enslavement,
torture, and outright genocide. However, due to these themes, it has been banned in
many schools, libraries, and even countries. The book itself has been criticized for being
anti-Christian, anti-Islamic and for its portrayal of sex and violence, among others. Yet, the
book shed light onto issues that present-day women face within society, making it a
symbol of feminist resistance.”
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ is filled with biblical images and storylines. We will be reflecting on
those images through the story of Abraham, Sarah, and Sarah’s handmaid, Hagar, as well
as the story of Jacob, Rachael and Leah. We will also be reflecting on the Presbyterian
Church (USA) support of women’s reproductive rights.
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THIS SUNDAY, JULY 10, we continue our “Banned Books and the Bible” sermon series
with a look at “The Handmaid’s Tale.” (See above.) Our accompanist is Karen Brunk.
Special Music will be provided by Mare Stewart and Barb Brown. The service will be livestreamed on our church Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/OCPCambridgeWI To be
notified of when we go “Live”, go to the church Facebook page, click on the “Follow”
button and you will be notified when we go “live.”

Banned Books and the Bible Sermon Series Information
July 10 – “The Handmaid’s Tale” by Margaret Atwood
July 17 – “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury (Job)
July 24 – Banned Books versus Banning Guns (Isaiah 2:4)
July 31 – “The Hate U Give” (Song of Solomon 1)
August 7 – “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”

AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES Caring.com is a leading senior care
resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in
Wisconsin: (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin)

DONATE ONLINE TO OUR CHURCH, Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge,
using the app, Vanco Mobile. Search for “Vanco Mobile” in your app store (Vanco
Payment Solutions). Once it’s installed, find us using our zip code (53523), and set up onetime or recurring payments, OR go directly to our donor page by using the QR Code below,
or the link on our webpage, www.ocpchurch.com . Thank you! (You may also mail in your
offering and pledge: OCPC 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523.)
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MILESTONES
Birthdays
Bruce Erickson ............................ July 26
Samuel Hanson ........................... July 28
Sue Bettenhausen ....................... July 31
Judy Pearson ............................... July 31
Mim Jacobson .......................... August 5
Pat Kruger .............................. August 11
Joe Kelter ............................... August 12
Evelyn Reiner ......................... August 15
James Wurtz .......................... August 15
Dylan Homann ....................... August 18

Jenna Fieser .......................... August 22
Tara Bettenhausen ................ August 28
Lance Bettenhausen .............. August 30
Anniversaries
Jan & Nancy Kristiansen .......... August 10
Bud & Bobbi Rumpf ................. August 16
Phillip Yeadon & Rose Ann West .. Aug 17
Matt & Megan Meier............... August 17
Trent & Kari Bettenhausen ...... August 28

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK —
Lorin Fulton
Margaret Hawkins
Jan & Nancy Kristiansen
Jenine Spack
Caleb Wipperfurth, CHS graduate who is battling cancer
The family of Donald Hawkins and families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church
office or contact the pastor. Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been
obtained from those listed or their families.

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events
•
•
•

Pastoral Office Hours – Generally 9:00 a.m. to Noon Wednesdays
Business Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. to Noon Monday through Thursday
Sundays – 10:00 a.m. Worship;
Communion first Sunday of each month
• Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – AA
TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001 EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com
Visit us on Facebook: Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church
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