
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

5th Sunday of Easter 

May 15, 2022   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to bring 

all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your questions, and your story 

wherever you are on your journey in life.  Our prayer is that together we will experience 

God’s presence.  
 

The Gathering Music  ............................................ “Wonderful Peace”  arr. James Koerts 
 

The Welcome and Announcements  
 

Prelude  ................................................................. “The Everlasting Arms”  arr. Lani Smith 
 

The Lighting of the Peace Candle  
 

A Moment of Silence for Prayer  
 

The Call to Worship [Responsive]  
One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  God calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves; 

Many:  the one who is weak and the one who is strong,  

One:  the one who is happy and the one who is sad,  

Many:  the one who is enjoying mental wellness today and the one who is struggling with 

mental illness today, 

One:  the one whom we understand and the one we don’t,  

Many:  the one who is like us and the one who is different.  

One:  Come, let us worship together! 

Many:  We come, trusting God’s abundant love! 
 

The Opening Hymn PH # 394 ................................................ “There Is a Balm in Gilead” 

Refrain: 

There is a balm in Gilead To make the wounded whole;  

There is a balm in Gilead To heal the sin-sick soul. 
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Some times I feel discouraged, And think my work’s in vain,  

But then the Holy Spirit Revives my soul again. 

Refrain 
 

Don’t ever feel discouraged, For Jesus is your friend,  

And if you lack for knowledge He’ll not refuse to lend. 

Refrain 
 

The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

One:  Let us pray… To the God of many names and no name, we are your people touched and 

drawn to your presence among us.  We search our hearts and lives as we look for your 

creative love and justice making presence in our days.  

Many:  Especially on this day we gather to affirm that among us we need the healing balm 

of Jesus' compassionate care for our bodies and our minds. 

One:  Among us there are those like us who know about or have experienced directly mental 

health challenges which impact our living. We have sought purpose and meaning when 

darkness and bleakness have come upon some of us; we have sought treatments through 

therapists and medications to stabilize our moods; and we have come to be joined 

together in a faith and spiritual practices to sustain us and lead us to live with gratitude.  

Many:  Our intention, O God, is to break the silence on mental illness so those who live in 

the isolation of being stigmatized can find a safe space and a welcoming people so 

the fullness of life can be enjoyed. 

One:  As we embrace those who live with serious depression, bipolar, anxiety and panic 

attacks, eating disorders or other mental illnesses, we pray that our actions and our 

words can be a comfort and a source of hope for each of us. 

Many:  Guide us, open us, instill wisdom, and lead us on the path of wholeness for your 

name's sake. Amen. 
 

Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  What gives you hope? 

 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Prayer for Illumination [Responsive]  
One:  We come to you, O God, day and night, 

Many:  seeking your face and longing to hear your voice. Amen. 
 

The Scripture  Lamentations 3:1-24 
 

I am one who has seen affliction 
   under the rod of God’s * wrath; 
he has driven and brought me 
   into darkness without any light; 
against me alone he turns his hand, 
   again and again, all day long. 
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He has made my flesh and my skin waste away, 
   and broken my bones; 
he has besieged and enveloped me 
   with bitterness and tribulation; 
he has made me sit in darkness 
   like the dead of long ago. 

He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; 
   he has put heavy chains on me; 
though I call and cry for help, 
   he shuts out my prayer; 
he has blocked my ways with hewn stones, 
   he has made my paths crooked. 

He is a bear lying in wait for me, 
   a lion in hiding; 
he led me off my way and tore me to pieces; 
   he has made me desolate; 
he bent his bow and set me 
   as a mark for his arrow. 

He shot into my vitals 
   the arrows of his quiver; 
I have become the laughing-stock of all my people, 
   the object of their taunt-songs all day long. 
He has filled me with bitterness, 
   he has glutted me with wormwood. 

He has made my teeth grind on gravel, 
   and made me cower in ashes; 
my soul is bereft of peace; 
   I have forgotten what happiness is; 
so I say, ‘Gone is my glory, 
   and all that I had hoped for from the Lord.’ 

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness 
   is wormwood and gall! 
My soul continually thinks of it 
   and is bowed down within me. 
But this I call to mind, 
   and therefore I have hope: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,* 
   his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; 
   great is your faithfulness. 
‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, 
   ‘therefore I will hope in God.’ 
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One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Sermon   Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
  
 

The Musical Response .................................................. “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

 

We Respond to God’s Love 
 

The Prayers of the People [Responsive]  ........................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

One:  Let us pray… When we feel nervous, and the walls close in, and too many people are 

too close, and everyday noises are too loud, and every light is too bright, and all we can 

do is plan our panicked escape from the situation we are in… 

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When sadness and depression pull us down like a lead weight, making it hard to move, 

hard to concentrate, hard to find motivation, hard to be alive, just hard…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When we can’t help but burst into tears, and we learn the difference between crying and 

weeping, and the weeping won’t stop, and we lose hope that we will ever feel hopeful 

again… 

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When information comes at us in blasts that we can’t make sense of, and it seems like 

someone keeps randomly “changing the channel” when we try to focus, and it feels 

impossible to learn or keep up with what’s going on around us…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When we get so revved that we want to take on the world, and leap tall buildings, and 

outrun freight trains and take on too many major projects at once, and stay up all night 

for days on end, and the only thing we know we can’t do is slow ourselves down, until 

we crash out of control…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When voices inside our minds constantly intrude upon our lives, and when they won’t 

stop and they confuse our thoughts and make it impossible to be with other people, let 

alone have any kind of real conversation…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When all we can see is a world that is out to get us, and we get stuck believing that 

some grand conspiracy is designed to hurt us, or ruin us, or kill us, and we believe that 

only our constant vigilance can save us, if anything can…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When we simply don’t know how out of touch other people think our thoughts are…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When we feel completely isolated and alone, longing for social connections we cannot 

make…  

Many:  God help us. 
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One:  When we feel utter despair, and we see more reasons to end our lives than to keep 

living… 

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When we strive with best intentions to stop addictions that are ruining our lives, and we 

try our best again and again, but we can’t resist, and we end up over and over again at 

the same helpless place that we would give anything to avoid…  

Many:  God help us. 

One:  When our thoughts jumble and things we thought we knew slip away, and we feel 

helpless, powerless, and scared, for the moment and for the future… 

Many:  God help us. 
 

The Silence  
 

One:  Look, Lord, on your children, who love your name and need your care.  Let your hands 

be known in the touch of friends. 

Many:  Lord, say the word and we shall be healed. Amen. 
 

The Anointing and Blessing  

(You are invited as you feel comfortable, coming forward down the center aisle to receive an 

anointing and blessing from Pastor Scott.) 
 

The Prayer after the Anointing  

One:  God of healing, gently touch these lives with your Spirit. Bring them warmth and 

comfort, life and wholeness, into their broken hearts, troubled minds and lonely souls. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  
 

In response to God’s generosity, and in support of the ongoing ministry and 
mission at Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, we invite you to share your 
financial support in several ways.   

1. For those worshipping in-person, a basket is placed at the entrance to the 
sanctuary for you to leave your offering.   

2. You may also mail in or drop-off your offering at Oakland-Cambridge 
Presbyterian Church, 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523.  

3. You may also donate online, using these directions:  Use the app, Vanco 
Mobile.  Search for “Vanco Mobile” in your app store (Vanco Payment Solutions).  
Once it’s installed, find us (Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge) using our 
zip code (53523), and set up one-time or recurring payments, OR use the QR 
Code below to access our donor page.  A link to our donor page is also on our 
website www.ocpchurch.com.  (Click on the button with the green heart.)  Thank 
you! 
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We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

Closing Music SF # 2213  ............................................................ “Healer of Our Every Ill” 

Refrain: 

Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,  

give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness;  

Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  

Refrain 
 

In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding,  

give us all your vision, God of love. 

Refrain 
 

Give us strength to love each other, every sister, every brother;  

Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.   

Refrain 
 

You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing;  

Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.   

Refrain 
 

The Sending [Responsive] ...................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  Just as God’s Word was sent into the world to heal and redeem, so God sends you into 

the world this day to be light and love, healing and hope. Go now to be light for the 

world! And may the grace and peace of God the Creator, the Redeemer, and the 

Sustainer come upon you this day and remain with you always. And all God’s people 

said: 

Many:  Amen. 
 

We Carry the Light of Christ Out into the World  
 

Postlude  ......................................................... “It Is Well with My Soul”  arr. James Koerts 
 

         
 

Our liturgy this morning is from:  The Call to Worship ~ 
http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/worship_resources.html; The Prayer of 
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the Day ~ http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/worship_resources.html; The 
Prayer for Illumination ~ https://www.faithward.org/women-of-the-bible-study-
series/the-persistent-widow-how-prayer-changes-things/ ; The Prayers of the 
People ~ http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/worship_resources.html; 
The Anointing and Blessing ~ written by John Birch, and posted on Faith and 
Worship. 

 

 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 

 

• Our musician today is Marian Korth. 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

• If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

• Help us save “pig points.”  For us to receive a rebate, please turn in your receipts 
from the Cambridge Piggly Wiggly in one of three ways:  1.  Place them in the brown 
bag in the narthex.  2.  Cheryl Stitz will do a porch pickup of any receipts that you 
may have.  Call her at 608-695-1838 to make arrangements.  3.  Receipts can also 
be mailed to the church office.  All funds received are used for mission projects.   

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES UPDATE:   
6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER, MAY 22 WORSHIP AT 10 AM – In-person 

worship continues this Sunday in the sanctuary. We still recommend using masks but it will 
be optional for those vaccinated and boosted,  If someone is not vaccinated, we request 
that you still wear a mask.  Everyone must still be mindful of their own health and the health 
of others.   
 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER 
 

The food pantry is currently seeking donations of:  Cereal, Coffee, Hot Chocolate, 

Granola Bars, Crackers/Saltines, Cookies, Body Wash, Laundry Soap. 

Monetary donations are always greatly appreciated! 

For more information on how you can make a difference this holiday season, or to volunteer 

at the food pantry, please email: foodpantry@cambridge.k12.wi.us or call Kerry at 

(608)423-8142. 

The Cambridge Food Pantry website can be found at 

https://cambridgecap.net/programs/nutrition/food-pantry/  

Thank you for your continued support of your Cambridge neighbors! 
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PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Lorin Fulton 
Don Hawkins is in the Edgerton Care Center 
Jan & Nancy Kristiansen 
Jenine Spack 

The families of Jack Spack, Ken Bilstad, Doreen Drennan, and other families who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 

 
 

Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Wednesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.) 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2022:  Joe Leto, Mike Stitz.  Clerk of Session:  Judy Pearson 
Class of 2023:  Randy Johnson 
Class of 2024:  Mare Stewart, Mark Touhey 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Karen Tordera,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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