
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021  10:00 a.m.  
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 
 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to bring 

all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your questions, and your story 

wherever you are on your journey in life.  Our prayer is that together we will experience 

God’s presence.  
 

Prelude  .................. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  arranged by Edward Broughton 
 

The Call to Worship [Responsive]  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  The Season of Advent continues.  For thousand of years of waiting for the Messiah, the 

Anointed One of God, commemorated by the lighting of four candles. 

Many:  We join with a hopeful throng in the lighting of the Advent candles, symbols of our 

faith and signs of God’s love. 

One:  We are a people of hope.  Last Sunday the frail light of a single candle dared to pierce 

through the darkness of desolation, violence, oppression, injustice and sin.   

Many:  Hope lives in us and will abide with us. 

One:  Today we will light the candle of peace. 

Many:  This light, too, must brave the darkness. 

One:  In an age when people so seldom find peace within themselves, and when all the earth 

stands under threat of total annihilation, we light a fire called Peace. 

Many:  Peace that is not merely the absence of war, violence and conflict, but peace that is 

the fullness of blessing for all - that is the peace for which we dare to hope. 

One:  The Christ comes to bring peace in a world separated from God and one another. 

Many:  In the name of the Christ born so long ago, we light the candle of peace. 

One:  In the following of Christ’s teachings, we nurture our hope for peace even today. 
 

The Advent Hymn PH # 9 ............................................... “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.   

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind All people in one heart and mind;  

Bid envy strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.   

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

The Lighting of the Second Candle of Advent – Peace  ............. Maren Tirabassi 
 

One:  In this season of Advent, we are called to watch, wait and prepare our hearts and lives 

once again for the in-breaking of God’s Love Incarnate - Emmanuel.  Last Sunday, we 

lit the candle of Hope.  (Light one candle)  On this second Sunday of Advent we focus 

on peace.  In Luke 19:41-42, we hear these words:  “As Jesus came near and saw the 

city of Jerusalem, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had only recognized on 

this day the things that make for peace!’” 

This morning we light the Advent Candle of Peace. 
 

The Advent Reflection on Peace  

“We often refer to the Christ Child as the Prince of Peace. We exchange a sign of peace 

during worship. When someone dies, we pray: May they rest in peace. We pray for 

peace in our world, our families, our selves. Nobel awards a Peace Prize. We assume 

that God's reign will be one of Peace on Earth.  

In the Hebrew Bible,  the word for “peace” is “Shalom”.  Shalom is about wholeness. Shalom 

is not the absence of tension or even of conflict…As we ponder God's gift of Jesus and 

of peace this Advent, let's remember that "justice and righteousness" are needed to keep 

ourselves and the entire web of life whole/at peace. Any single thing we do for peace 

will affect many people, many other issues. 
 

https://ecospiritualityresources.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/advent-2018-paths-to-peace.pdf 
 

Blessing in a Time of Violence  ..................................................... Jan Richardson 
Which is to say 

this blessing 
is always. 

Which is to say 
there is no place 
this blessing 
does not long 
to cry out 
in lament, 
to weep its words 
in sorrow, 
to scream its lines 
in sacred rage. 

Which is to say 
there is no day 
this blessing ceases 
to whisper 
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into the ear 
of the dying, 
the despairing, 
the terrified. 

Which is to say 
there is no moment 
this blessing refuses 
to sing itself 
into the heart 
of the hated 
and the hateful, 
the victim 
and the victimizer, 
with every last 
ounce of hope 
it has. 

 

 Which is to say 
there is none 
that can stop it, 
none that can 
halt its course, 
none that will 
still its cadence, 
none that will 
delay its rising, 
none that can keep it 
from springing forth 
from the mouths of us 
who hope, 
from the hands of us 
who act, 
from the hearts of us 
who love, 
from the feet of us 
who will not cease 
our stubborn, aching 
marching, marching 

 until this blessing 
has spoken 
its final word, 
until this blessing 
has breathed 
its benediction 
in every place, 
in every tongue: 

 Peace. 
Peace. 
Peace. 
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The Prayer  

One:  Let us pray… Prince of Peace, reveal yourself to us today. We need peace in our 

lives, our homes, our families, our church, and our whole world. Help us to slow 

down and seek out the peace you provide, so we may become peacemakers for 

ourselves and others. In your name, Prince of Peace, we pray. Amen. 
 

 

The Response PH # 2 (verse 1) ............................... “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.   

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;  

Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 
 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Scripture  Malachi 3:1-4  
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

 Luke 3:1-6  
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Reflection   Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
 http://ocpchurch.com/files/136559969.pdf  
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
The Music .......................................................................................... “Dona Nobis Pacem” 
 

The Invitation to Communion  

One:  In his poem, Advent(ure), Todd Jenkins writes: “… The sacred unfolding of these four 

gifts — hope, peace, love, and joy — in their unvarnished glory, will flip our political 

and socioeconomic culture on its head, ushering in a new vision of community that’s 

more flush with justice than we’ve ever dreamed, as it invites everyone to the table, 

which causes us to scramble for more chairs. 

 Come to think of it, maybe searching for ways to extend the table is precisely what 

Advent is supposed to be about.” 
 

The Words of Remembering  
One:  Friends, We remember that Jesus was always about more chairs – for the “friendly 

beasts” a cow whose manger fed him, the birds that never fall unloved, and the 

comforting animals of his forty wilderness days. 

 Jesus was always about more chairs, for the poor, lonely, grieving, hungry, the most 

vulnerable and rejected, and even those deep in deserved regret. 

 And we remember that Jesus sat in the chairs of anyone who welcomed him. He came 

to tables and asked for food, not to see the guest list. He knew how multiply barley 

loaves but, also, how to grill fish. 

 In this sacrament on Advent’s day of Peace, we remember that the starlit Child, 

protected by angels grew up to offer bread and cup to a betrayer, a denier, a doubter, 

several sleepers, many who fled because at the cross there were no angels. 

 We remember that Jesus is in the Bread and Cup for those of us who know its blessing 

well, and yet is still pulling out folding chairs so that more, … even all can come, sit, 

rest, eat. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  Emmanuel, God with us, in the hopes and fears of all our years, we come for comfort, for 

peace of mind and peace on earth, for a blessing on our hands and the Bread in them, on 

our lips and the Cup we lift to drink.  May this Bread and Cup be all your holy life, that we 

may ponder in our hearts, and pray in our community … praying: 

Many:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

The Sharing of Bread and Sharing of Cup  

(We invite you to come forward to receive the bread and cup.  If you are joining us online, we 

invite you to have your own form of bread and cup to use when we commune together.) 
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The Music during Communion ..................................... “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 

The Prayer after Communion  

One:  Let us pray… Peace-giver, Blesser of tables shared and some tables turned over, we rise or 

roll from our places at this most welcoming meal prepared anew to live Advent hospitality, 

by becoming your chair-people, not leaders, but ushers and servers for the worldwide 

banquet of grace.   

Many:  Amen. 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

In response to God’s generosity, and in support of the ongoing ministry and 
mission at Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, we invite you to share your 
financial support in several ways.   

1. For those worshipping in-person, a basket is placed at the entrance to the 
sanctuary for you to leave your offering.   

2. You may also mail in or drop-off your offering at Oakland-Cambridge 
Presbyterian Church, 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523.  

3. You may also donate online, using these directions:  Use the app, Vanco 
Mobile.  Search for “Vanco Mobile” in your app store (Vanco Payment Solutions).  
Once it’s installed, find us (Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge) using our 
zip code (53523), and set up one-time or recurring payments, OR use the QR 
Code below to access our donor page.  A link to our donor page is also on our 
website www.ocpchurch.com.  (Click on the button with the green heart.)  Thank 
you! 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

Closing Hymn PH # 386 .............................................................................“O for a World” 

O for a world where everyone Respects each other’s ways,  

Where love is lived and all is done With justice and with praise. 
 

O for a world where goods are shared And misery relieved,  

Where truth is spoken, children spared, Equality achieved. 
 

We welcome one world family And struggle with each choice  

That opens us to unity and gives our vision voice. 
 

The poor are rich, the weak are strong, The foolish ones are wise.   

Tell all who mourn; Outcasts belong, Who perishes will rise. 
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O for a world preparing for God’s glorious reign of peace,  

Where time and tears will be no more, And all but love will cease. 
 

The Sending  ........................................................................ Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  In this season of Advent, God is sending you to be messengers of peace on earth with 

good will to all! 

Many:  We will go to share God’s grace and light in the shadowed places of our world. 

One:  Jesus is sending you to be messengers of his gospel of peace and reconciliation with all 

who are divided, broken, and isolated from God and one another. 

Many:  We will go to share the good news of justice in every way we treat each person we 

encounter, friend and stranger. 

One:  The Spirit is sending you to be messengers of peace, working as peacemakers in your 

daily lives. 

Many:  We will go to share the gifts of hope and reconciliation which have been placed in 

our hearts. 

One:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ, go out into the world, sharing God’s peace with those 

who are near and with those who are far off, and may the Love and Light of Christ shine 

brightly in your lives for all the world to see, may the Spirit lift you up and grant you 

peace, this day and every day.   

Many:  We go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Amen. 
 

Postlude  .................................................................................. “The King of Glory Comes” 
 

         
 

The liturgy this morning is from:  The Sending ~ (c) Thom M. Shuman, adapted by 
Pastor Scott. 

 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 

• Advent Candles – ?? 

• Our musician today is Marian Korth. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 
• If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 

please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  (Our 
addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

• Help us save “pig points.”  For us to receive a rebate, please turn in your receipts from 
the Cambridge Piggly Wiggly in one of three ways:  1.  Place them in the brown bag in 
the narthex.  2.  Cheryl Stitz will do a porch pickup of any receipts that you may have.  
Call her at 608-695-1838 to make arrangements.  3.  Receipts can also be mailed to the 
church office.  All funds received are used for mission projects.  Deadline to turn in 
receipts for this year is December 19. 
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3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 12 WORSHIP AT 10 AM – Special Music by 
Mare Stewart, Lisa Leadholm, and Barb Brown.  Masks are required of all people who enter the 
building   
 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER – NEW UPDATE! 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry will be distributing holiday meal baskets on Monday, 

December 13 from 5:30-6:30.  Please visit the food pantry website or the Cambridge Food 

Pantry Facebook page if you would like to sign up for a free holiday basket. You can also 

contact the food pantry directly to sign up. 

The food pantry is currently seeking donations of:  Coffee, Oatmeal/Cream of Wheat, 

Laundry detergent, Toothpaste, Body wash, Dog and cat food 

Monetary donations are always greatly appreciated! 

For more information on how you can make a difference this holiday season, or to volunteer at 

the food pantry, please email: foodpantry@cambridge.k12.wi.us or call Kerry at (608)423-8142. 

The Cambridge Food Pantry website can be found at 

https://cambridgecap.net/programs/nutrition/food-pantry/  

Thank you for your continued support of your Cambridge neighbors! 
 
 

 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Jan & Nancy Kristiansen 
Jack & Jenine Spack 

The families of Ken Bilstad, Doreen Drennan, and other families who are grieving the 
loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday     Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Wednesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;      Pastor@OCPChurch.com    
   Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler                  Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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