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John 15:9-17 
 As the Mother has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Mother’s love commandments and abide in her love. I have said these 

things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you….” 

 

 
 They called it the British invasion.  That period in the Sixties when the 

Beatles, the Stones, and other British rock groups infiltrated the hearts and 
homes of America’s youth. 

 

 Some of you may remember that time well.  I remember it only as a 
small child who had an older teenage sister who listened to nothing else but 

the Beatles!  Actually, if she had her dream come true, Paul McCartney would 
be my brother-in-law! 

 
 Growing up in the Manse, our home was a battle zone between culture 

and faith, as the Beatles and Jesus each sought to shape our lives.   

 
 Maybe that is why a few years ago, I blended the two into one, when I 

was asked to write a commercial for the church in Monroe to be aired on the 
local radio station.  With the Beatles singing in the background, I spoke these 

words: 
 
 “Rules, rules, rules, do this, don’t do that, everywhere you turn it seems 

there is one more rule to obey.  Wouldn’t it be nice if there were just one rule 

to follow in life?  Jesus offers us just that – the rule of love.  ‘Love one 

another, as I have loved you.’  Hi, this is Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler, inviting 
you to join us this Sunday morning in seeking to follow God’s rule of love.  

After all, as the Beatles sang,  ‘All you need is love.’” 

 
 Sing it with me now, “All you need is love.  All you need is love. Love is 

all you need.”  Or is it?  It seems to be, if you listen to Jesus on the subject of 

love. 
 

 When asked in the Gospel of Matthew, what was the greatest 
commandment, Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the greatest 
commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as your 

self.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

(Matthew 22:37) 
 
 In our Gospel reading this morning, Jesus says:  “This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 



 
 We sing of this “love” Christ commands in the 1966 Christian folk song, 

“They will know we are Christians by our love.” 

 

 The great German theologian Karl Barth when asked what was the most 
important thing he had learned in his studies is said to have replied, “Jesus 

loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” 
 
 So perhaps the Beatles were right on when they sang – “All you need is 

love.” 
 

 Yet, if love is all we really need, why is it so difficult for us to faithfully 
live out Christ ’s seemingly simple command?   

 
 It’s not that we don’t know how to speak about love.  We do.  While the 

word “love” in its three Greek forms – Eros, Philo, & Agape - is used sparingly 

in the New Testament.  Our English language has only one word for “love” and 

we use very generously. 
 

 We often use it, almost as a slang word, when we see something we 
really desire, saying, “I would really love to have that!”  “That” being a new 

car, a new house, a new outfit, a new body, a whole new life.  Or I have heard 
some people say, “I love to hate that.”  Or as one of the characters on the 

children’s show, Dragon Tales says: “Love it!”   

 

 In our self-help society, we can read all kinds of books about reclaiming 
the intimacy of love in our relationships.  Or if you don’t like to read, you can 

turn on the likes of Dr. Phil in hopes of learning how to love.  
 

 The love we seek in acquiring something new, be it a car or a body part 
or image or that “ole lovin ’feeling,” is very often focused only on the self and 

its needs and desires.  

 
 The love Jesus speaks about is mainly Agape – a love of enacted charity 

toward the other.  Agape/love goes beyond our own feelings, self-needs & 
image into a deeper intimacy with the source of love – God. 

 
 “God is love,” John writes in his first letter, chapter 4:16 “and those 

who abide in love abide in God and God abides in them.”  He goes on to 
add in verse 18 –   “ We love, because God first loved us.” 

 
 Love is a major theme in John’s writings.  One third of the New 

Testament references to love can be found in the Gospel and the letters 

bearing his name. 
 

 I suppose he might have enjoyed the Beatles song.  Maybe he would 
have made it this theme song? 

 



 But he would also add that while love is all we need, love must be 
something more than a word to say to affectionately to one another.  “…Let 
us love,” John writes in chapter 3:18 of his first letter, “not in word or 

speech, but in truth and action.”  
 

 These words John writes to those early Christians that we are privileged 
to overhear this morning are very significant for us if we are to live faithfully 
into Christ’s command to love.   

 
 If, John is saying, we are to be faithful in our living out Christ’s 

command; if we are to love Jesus and in loving him, love others, then we must 
offer more than lip service in response to his love of us.  Love, as Rabbi 

Hershel said, is not a “Habit.”   
 
 Christ’s command is not to get a warm and fuzzy feeling all over when 

hear his name mentioned, as if we had a Junior High “crush on Christ.” Nor are 

we called to have that type of emotional high we very often associate with love 

when we interact with other people.  Jesus is not commanding this type feeling 
from us. 

 
 Fred Craddock says,  “ Feelings are not commanded but love can be, 

for to love is to be for another person, to act for another’s good, to do 

that which brings benefit to the other.”  
 

 If we are to love as Christ first loved us we must compassionately and 
with great grace and mercy, address the needs of those we live in community 

with our family, our friends, our neighbors, or the person sitting next to you in 
the pew. 

 
 But, and here is where Christ’s love and our response to it gets a bit 

more difficult for us, we are also to love the person who lives down the street 
or on the other side of the tracks, and perhaps most radically those we would 

rather demonize - our enemies.   
 

 To love as Christ commands us means then we are free to live in 
relationship with all people seeing and acknowledging in them the abiding 

presence of God that dwells in all people.  And yes – that means even in our 
enemies. 

 
 When we open ourselves up to the love that Christ modeled for us in his 

life and relationships we find the courage to cast aside the fear of and the 
demonization of the other.   

 
 In opening our selves up to God’s love in Christ we are free to live in 

relationship with others – no longer fearful of the judgment and punishment of 
God or those who claim to speak for God.  

 



 In loving as Christ loved we are free to actively tear down the social, 
religious, political and economic walls that we have aggressively built to keep 
those we fear or have marginalized - out of God’s community. 

 
 Such is the power of the love Jesus commands us to faithfully live out.   

 
 Indeed, the incarnational love of God, fully revealed and lived out in 

Jesus of Nazareth, is the greatest power that has ever been unleashed on 
earth.   

 

 To harness this power one simply needs to learn to love as Christ loved. 
And when we love as Christ loved, we will faithfully keep all the 

commandments, which will allow us to live in right relationship with God, our 
neighbors, and even our selves. 

 
  “…Until that time,” Choan-Seng Song, in The Compassionate God: An 
Exercise in the Theology of Transposition, says: “when the communion of 

love is firmly established in the world of strife and conflict, of pain and 
suffering, God moves on in compassion.  We have no alternative but to 

move on with God toward that vision of a community of compassion 
and communion of love.” 

 

       Amen. 
 

 


