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Jesus’ Inauguration Speech 

 
Luke 4:14-30 

 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 

and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ 

 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to 

them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
 

 
 This coming Wednesday, January 20, America will witness the 

inauguration of the 46th President of the United States, Joe Biden.  We will also 
witness the historic swearing-in of our first female and female of color, Kamala 

Harris, to the office of Vice-President.    

 
 According to the current voter laws and security systems in each state of 

the union, both were freely, fairly and overwhelmingly elected by the American 
people as our new President and Vice-President.   

 
  As Christians, we are now trying to sort out many moral and symbolic 

issues: broken relationships, lack of humility, the rise of both intentional and 
consequential evil, the desecration of national symbols that many have given 

their lives defending, and much more.  
 

 Of course, this inauguration will be unlike any we have ever witnessed in 
our nation's history.  The ongoing pandemic and the health and safety 

concerns around it, the delegitimizing of the election leading to the threat of 
violence and insurrection, encouraged by the current President and members 

of Congress, and now, a second impeachment against Donald Trump for his 

role in the insurrection are all converging on Washington D.C., causing great 
anxiety and fear.   

 
  The words “Be not afraid” make up the most repeated phrase throughout 

Scripture.  They are words worth our remembering now, even as extra security 
measures are being taken, like erecting unscalable fencing, the deployment of 

National Guard Troops, the closing of our national monuments, and the roads 
all around the Capitol building, along with the FBI putting all 50 of our nation’s 

Capitals on alert with the threat of armed violence by domestic terrorists.    



 
 Whereas many foreign dignitaries and world leaders have in the past 

attended along with hundreds of thousands of Americans, this year, in-person 
attendance will be extremely limited.  

 
 What will be the same this Inauguration Day is that Joe Biden and 

Kamala Harris will be sworn in as our next President and Vice-President of the 
United States.  Then following the swearing in ceremony, the inauguration 

address will be given by President Biden. 
 

  The Inaugural Addresses are generally the main focus and the thing 
people remember.  They set the tone for the incoming administration, pointing 

to what they hope will transpire under their leadership, while seeking to inspire 
the American people to follow.   

 

  The word “Inaugurate” means “to begin, start or introduce”.   And so a 
new administration begins this coming Wednesday for the 46th time in our 

nation’s history. 
 

  Our Scripture reading is also about another historic inauguration of sorts, 
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

 
  In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus’ inauguration address if you will, takes place in 

his hometown synagogue on Sabbath among the gathered community.  
  

  Jesus takes the place of honor, unrolls the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah 
and sets forth God’s agenda for his ministry with the people:  “The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

 
  Jesus then rolls the scroll back up, sits down, and concludes his inaugural 

address with these words:  “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

  
 Historians, political wonks, 24-hour news outlets, and social media sites 

filled with people like us, will parse, discuss, and debate Joe Biden’s inaugural 
speech and the vision he lays out for America. 

 
 In the much the same way, the people who heard Jesus’ words did as 

well.  As Luke tells us, it was well-received, “All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.”  His message 

resonated with some, giving them hope for a brighter future as he laid out 
God’s political agenda of addressing poverty, health care, oppression, justice, 

and liberty for all people, and not just a limited few.   

 
  The inauguration of the agenda of God’s Kingdom as laid out by Jesus 

may be hopeful to some, but it is also threatening to others.  It still is today.  
 



 Friends believe this good news proclaimed in the life, death, and 
resurrection of the non-violent, foot-washing, servant-leader Jesus.  There are 

several defining marks of Jesus’ Kingdom that are important to remember 
today. 

 
 Our faith is monotheistic and declares that Jesus’ Kingdom is universal 

and inclusive of all.  
 

  The Kingdom of God will not be constrained by those who seek to build 
walls around their own beliefs regarding people who are different from them in 

skin color, political belief, religion, nationality, and sexuality. As writer Anne 
Lamott says: “You can safely assume you've created God in your own image 

when it turns out that God hates all the same people you do  
 

  Some political and religious leaders may want us to believe their 

message of racial exclusion and religious bigotry in “God’s name.”  They have 
encouraged the violence with their inflammatory rhetoric even invoking God’s 

name.  Let me be clear, violence and hate speech even if a person invokes the 
name of God, is not of God nor is it reflective of Jesus.  

  
 Jesus’ Kingdom is a Kingdom of love: of God and neighbor. 

 
 Because God’s Kingdom is one of Love of God and neighbor, God will not 

be co-opted by White Supremacists, Hate Groups, or Christian Nationalist 
groups and individuals, including some “preachers” and “churches.” 

 
 In Jesus' message and personhood, people experienced something 

hopeful, something promising, something of God, and they wanted to be a part 
of it because they believed in his message of love, compassion, mercy, grace, 

and forgiveness.   It was a message that lifted people up, rather than tearing 

them down.   
 

 Jesus’ Kingdom has at its center a welcome-table.   
 

 The message Jesus shared was one of radical hospitality and inclusion 
that he not only spoke about but lived out in all his relationships.  

Relationships that broke the social, cultural, and religious norms, by tearing 
down the metaphorical “walls” that these norms had built to keep out 

foreigners, the poor, people of other beliefs, outcasts due to disabilities and 
health issues, and women!  

 
  Jesus Kingdom is a realm of non-violence.  

 
 Luke tells us that even among his own community, Jesus was threatened 

with violence, as they drove him out of town to the edge of a cliff and sought 

to hurl him off of it.   
 



 His response to their violent act was one of non-violence.  He simply 
walked away from them, and continued on God’s way of loving, welcoming, 

healing, reconciling, and bearing the Light of God for all.     
 

 As we know the political and religious powers-that-be found God’s “Way” 
in Christ’s message, a threat to their own oppressive-control over the people, 

and so Jesus was arrested, tried, tortured, and killed.     
 

 Jesus Kingdom is built on resurrection.   
 

 In his death, they thought they had snuffed out the Light. But here is 
what we know, hatred and fear and even death could not and still cannot 

extinguish the Light of God. 
 

 As people of faith, we must remember this!  We must remember that 

God’s love and light that shone in Christ is not meant “first” for us, or for 
anyone people or nation!   

 
 Standing in the Light of Christ, we come to see and understand that 

there is no longer “them-versus-us;” rather there is, as the Apostle Paul says:  
“no male or female, no Jew nor Gentile” to which we can add no Republican 

nor Democrat for we are all One in Christ.  This means when one person 
suffers, we all suffer together.  When one is excluded, we are all excluded - 

and so is God. 
 

 The Rev. Fritz Wendt, says:  “that all God’s creatures are one Family 
of God, which is, no matter how much others try to divide us, 

indivisible; and that when people suffer hatred and persecution 
because of who they are, we must act because of who we are: their 

sisters and brothers,” in Christ, all of us, all around the world, all God’s 

children!  (www.politicaltheology.com/blog/the-politics-of-inauguration-and-
surrender-matthew-412-23-fritz-wendt/) 

 
 In these troubling days when hatred and fear, violence and domestic 

terrorism that seem to cast long shadows over our nation and world, we must 
look to the Light of Christ that is within each of us and within all of us, and let 

it shine, ever so brightly again.   
  

 As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said:  “Hatred darkens life; love 
illumines it." 

 
 The reign of God’s Love on earth has been inaugurated.  In Jesus Christ, 

the Scripture has been fulfilled.  God’s Kingdom of Light is within us and all 
around us.  The question we must ask ourselves is, will we let God’s light shine 

in our actions and words, or will hide under a bushel, by standing silently on 

the sidelines while the mob seeks to run Jesus out of town again?   
 

        Amen. 
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