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10th Sunday after Pentecost 

“The Jesus Vote” 

Luke 18:9-14 
 “He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others with contempt.  ‘Two men went up to the 

temple to pray….’” 

 

 In the midst of the pandemic, and concerns about our students returning 

to school and college with the COVID-19 virus raging, concerns about 
unemployment benefits running out for millions of Americans, and the 

distressing news that the Packers and Badgers, if they are able to have a 
football season, will not have fans in the stands at least for the first few 

games, there is a Presidential election coming up. 
 

 As expected, the campaign ads are starting to run and will only continue 
to do until November 3.   

  

 If you will indulge me, I would like to take a closer look at Jesus’ parable 
on Pharisee and the Publican (tax collector) this morning in light of the current 

Presidential campaign. 
  

 Luke tells us that Jesus “also told this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt:  Two 

men went up to a public place of worship to pray   One, Jesus said, was a good 
and righteous person, a Pharisee.  The other guy was a cheat and a liar, he 

was a tax collector. 
 

 Listen to what the Pharisee, standing off by himself, says: “God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people thieves, rogues, adulterers 

or even like this tax collector.”  He then goes on to list for God and 
everyone else who is listening what he perceives to be his many good and 

righteous traits.  He has no humility, standing in front of the temple, boasting 

before all, including God, that he is the most righteous of all.    
  

 Now listen to what Jesus says about the Publican:  “But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was 

beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’” 
  

 Then Jesus says to the crowd “I tell you, this tax collector went 
down to his home justified rather than the Pharisee.”  Jesus says one is 

justified and the other is not justified. 
  

 With the thought of justification in mind, if you could place either 
candidate for President in these two roles of the Pharisee or the Tax Collector 

which one do you believe would be the best suited for the position? 
  



 It seems to me, and I am not alone in believing this, that most 
candidates running for office, seek to define themselves, their policies and their 

“goodness” in much the same way as the Pharisee sought to do by first 
pointing out the major faults of the other candidate.   

  
 Like the Pharisee, they stand in public places of worship (or before a 

church sign) and say: “I am thankful God that I am not like that other 
candidate “who is against God and will hurt the Bible,” is a tax and spend 

liberal, or who will not protect us from the terrorist, or who only cares about 
the rich, or who has no regard for the environment, or who will well, you fill in 

the blank.” 
  

 In their posturing and positioning in public and in churches, in the end, 
what candidates running for office want and what we most desire is for our 

“side” to win the election.  A victory on November 3 would give us grounds to 

claim that our candidate, our positions and policies, were, if I might borrow 
Jesus’ word “justified.” 

  
 Okay, maybe the telling of this parable by Jesus had nothing to do with 

our current election.  But it does have something to do with how we, as 
followers of Jesus, view the candidates, the issues, and therefore how we vote 

in the election. 
   

 Luke tells us that Jesus says this parable is about “those who trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with 

contempt.” 
  

 Isn’t that how our two main political parties and candidates view each 
other?  Isn’t that how many of us view the “other side,” with a righteous 

contempt? 

  
 Righteousness is a great word.  It is very much a biblical word.  It means 

what it sound like it means being right.  When one is righteous, one is on the 
right path, living the right way, doing the right things, which for us means 

being right with God.   
  

 Righteousness means playing it by the book, which in our case, the book 
is the Bible.  For many Christians to become “right,” means playing it by God’s 

book, which means obeying God’s laws, well, at least the ones that will make 
us look “right” in the eyes of others. 

  
 In this way, the Pharisee was “righteous” and therefore he felt, 

“justified.”  Because he did what he felt he was instructed to do by law, surely, 
God was on his side.  And if God was on his side, then he did not need to own 

up to his mistakes and shortcomings, and ask for God’s mercy and 

forgiveness.   
  



 But true righteousness by which we are justified in God’s eyes is 
something more than just acting pious and doing good works in public.  True 

righteousness goes deeper than the public surface.   
  

 To be righteous, to be right with God has much to do with our 
hearts.  Not our physical hearts but in a metaphorical way our hearts that take 

us beneath a level of intellect and logic to a place of self-examination and 
reflection, where we can truly seek God’s grace and mercy.   

  
 This heart level is the place of transformation where we die to self and 

rise to a new life in God, where we can truly live for and love others. 
  

 Through God’s grace and mercy, our lives are lined up in the right way 
with God.  Our hearts, attitudes and relationships towards others are filled with 

empathy, compassion, kindness, mercy, grace, forgiveness and an 

unconditional love of the other. These are gifts freely given to all of us by God 
as they were first revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ.  As followers of 

Jesus, these sacred, spiritual gifts permeant all we say and do, including how 
we vote, regardless of party affiliation.  Because before we are Americans or 

Republicans or Democrats, we are God’s beloved children, joined together as 
one body, members of the Kingdom of God, the whole world over.   

  
 A person may on the surface appear to be “righteous” by obeying a 

divine list of do’s and don’ts, but if their heart is not truly in it if there is no 
love of other no true humility then we may be walking down a right path in our 

eyes and in the eyes of others but it may not be God’s true and right path. 
  

 In her book, Fruits of the Earth, Jayne Hoose, says, “Love and humility 
are essential partners.  From self-love and acceptance arises the 

ability to put aside the need for self-promotion and the false humility 

of self-abasement.  Love of others allows us to build relationships on 
acceptance rather than criticism and comparison.  Such love allows us 

to walk alongside each other.” 
  

 This type of love and humility that builds relationships across party and 
theological doctrinal lines of division seems to be what is missing in this 

election.  But it is also missing in our churches today, as we seek “justification” 
for our various positions in politics, policy, and doctrine. 

  
 If we truly desire to seek God’s will and way then we need to be able to 

out of love and humility, open ourselves up to God’s mercy through honest 
reflection and confession of our own righteous contempt.   

  
 David Spangler, in the book, Peace Prayers, puts it this way, “To 

confront evil successfully, we as a nation (and as individuals) must 

also confront our own darkness; we must act not as a messiah, filled 
with undue majesty and certainty, but rather as a healer, filled with 

compassion, empathy, and humility.” 
  



 This not only applies to our Presidential Candidates and their advisors, 
but also to you and I gathered here in this place of worship, where we too 

have come to pray.  Our piety and our good works our attempt at right living in 
the end is not what earns us the “Jesus Vote” of justification.   

  
 We have been justified, all of us, whether we are Republican, Democrat, 

Independent, and Undecided, by God’s love and grace lived out in the person 
of Jesus the Christ.  This is the Good News of the Gospel.   

  
 Like the crowds who first heard this parable we must all go to our homes 

and back out into our daily living and in that way respond to this Good News.   
  

 It is in how we choose to respond together to this Good News that we 
will come to discover God’s right path for our lives and our world. 

 

      Amen. 

 


