
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 2, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer [Responsive]  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  Open the gates of your heart with gratitude and enter Love's court with praise! Give 

thanks to the Beloved, bless Love's holy Name! For Love is of God, and lives in your 

heart forever, With faith, truth, and joy, now and in all that is to come.   
 

Let us pray…Liberating God, we worship you. We praise you for delivering your 

people of old from enslavement in Egypt by opening up a new and unexpected future 

before them. They experienced your grace and mercy in awesome and life-sustaining 

ways which must have been like an impossible dream coming true. Through these acts 

you showed your compassion for the weak and powerless of this world. We praise and 

adore you for opening up a new future for us when your love and compassion, your 

mercy and grace became enfleshed in Jesus Christ. He delivered us from the bondage of 

evil and sin through his death on the cross. The impossible once more became reality 

when love defeated evil once and for all. We pray that this time of worship will be a 

true offering of our wonder and praise that you should care for us so deeply and so 

faithfully. This we pray in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray, saying...   

ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

The Scripture  Exodus 14:10-17  

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to 
Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this 
not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the 
Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die 
in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and 
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see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you 
have only to keep still.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide 
it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 

 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Reflection  .................................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
The Invitation  

Christ’s invitation is simple — sit down where you are. You don’t need to run off somewhere 

else — not a nearby village market or a familiar sanctuary, 

communion is where you are — sit down. 

The disciples complained — it is a deserted place and the hour is late. 

Jesus said, “They need not go away.” 

No one needs to go away. No one is deserted and no one is late — not you who are alone, 

because you are vulnerable to virus or you who would feel alone 

even in a not-distancing crowd because something has made your life a wilderness. 

Jesus has compassion on every crowd, healing them, even the hungers, one by one by one. 

Here is green grass, someone to help you sit down, someone to help you stand up again, 

someone to bless Communion, so it will be enough, 

and break it into pieces you can handle. Sit down where you are - in the Peace Garden, in your 

vehicle in the church parking lot or at home watching on live-stream or YouTube. 
 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving  
One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  In the story about feeding a multitude, Jesus asked that people bring to him what they 

had. You have done that today. In your many kitchens and living rooms, rest your hands 

lightly upon these elements which we set aside today to be a sacrament. We ask God’s 

blessing on them to make them enough and also to make them abundant for us and for 

all those who are in our prayers this morning.  (please join in a moment of silence as we 

lift up in our hearts, those we are mindful of in need of prayers this day) 
 

Let us pray… God of compassion, you bless and break everything we are and 

everything we bring to you. Our deep scarcity becomes enough to sustain us, and then 

our “enough” becomes an abundance we could never imagine. We pray that your Spirit 

of life and love, of tenderness and power, rest upon every bread and every cup, that they 

may feed the inmost need of each child of God and pour forth a grace that can change 

the world. Risen Christ, live in us, that we may live in you. Amen. 
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The Words of Remembering  

One:  We remember the Creator fed the aurora borealis and ocean depths, pterodactyls and 

diatoms, all we see now that grows and breathes, all that swims, swarms, slithers, all 

that runs, flies, leaps and loves. 
 

We remember Jesus Christ played vintner at a wedding feast, rubbed elbows with 

Zacchaeus’ friends, taught the disciples they should not substitute anything like stone or 

snake for really important menus like reduced lunch, 68 hours, soup kitchen food pantry 

or meals on wheels, and, in the midst of profound grief for cousin John’s death, 

expanded the disciples’ understanding of the hope recipe in bread crust and fish scraps, 

and then, when they forgot… did it again. 
 

We always remember a Passover in Jerusalem when Jesus borrowed an upper room, 

soaked and scrubbed the tired feet of others, and explained that there is a God-shaped 

hole in everyone’s belly and Jesus would fill it with love. 
 

Remembering is beautiful, but there is not much taste in it. Let us stop running to 

nearby villages with our hunger and thirst, and sit down here and now, to eat and drink, 

be blessed and broken. 
 

The Words of Institution 

One:  The bread on your table is blessed and broken like the picnic of grace. Sharing love, we 

will never be hungry. 
 

The cup on your table is blessed and shared like the overflowing of tears and joy.  

Drinking deeply, we will never thirst. 
 

The Sharing of Bread and Sharing of Cup  

(You are invited to have your own piece of bread and juice.  You may also substitute bread 

with a cracker, pastry or even a cookie.  For juice, you may substitute it with coffee, tea, milk, 

or water.  This is a symbolic sacramental meal we are eating together while physically apart.  

If you care to watch, Pastor Scott will be live-streaming the communion liturgy on Facebook 

at 9 a.m.  He will also be sharing it on YouTube.  When time comes for us to gather in person 

again, we will celebrate with the Lord’s Supper.  Until, then please know, Jesus who was a 

guest in many homes, is one in yours where ever you are breaking bread and sharing the cup 

this morning.) 
 

The Prayer after Communion  

One:  In thanksgiving for the meal that heals yesterday and the unexpected grace that 

empowers tomorrow, we pray for the wisdom to give away as fast as possible some 

twelve baskets of leftovers … 
 

Let us pray… O Holy One, as we received this sacrament in the holy dispersion of 

virtual worship, (and the holy distancing in church pews), we thought we “ordered” 

from a select gourmet menu, and never expected to become the curbside pickup of your 

love and justice, of your compassion and courage, of your hope and healing for all of 

your children who need a meal in a deserted place. Help us gather the leftovers from the 

miracles in our lives and give them away. Amen. 
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We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  Friends, Jesus calls us to leave the past into a hope-filled future! Jesus calls us to travel 

lightly, carrying faith in our hearts into the unknown before us.  Jesus calls us always to 

love others as he loved.  Jesus calls us to risky living as God’s people which leads to 

Life for all the!  Friends, Jesus calls us to go out into the world, to reflect his love in all 

we say and do.  And all God’s people said:  AMEN! 
 

 
 

         
 

 
 

The liturgy this morning is from:  Call to Worship ~ Psalm 100 by Nan C. Merrill 
(Psalms for Praying) and Prayer by Moira Laidlaw, Liturgies Online; Communion 
Liturgy ~ by the Rev. Maren Tirabassi, posted on her blog site: Gifts in Open 
Hands -  https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2020/07/24/holy-communion-
liturgy-for-august-2-2020/?fbclid=IwAR1tK0HECeZXHAnqzudl-
WM7eFcqWeb9GPgNSHJCYPpa0RzadoTOjbZPOHs. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

 Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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