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To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, 

June 30, 2020 

The Church Offices and Building are Still Closed!   
Ruth and Pastor Scott will be working remotely. 

If you need them, they may be reached at  
Ruth:  608-577-5815  office@ocpchurch.com  

Pastor Scott: 608-417-0231  pscottmw@icloud.com  
If you do need to enter the church, please let one of us know.   

Thank you! 

 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR, WEAR A MASK CAMPAIGN by the Wisconsin Council of 

Churches… We are launching our new campaign "Love Your Neighbor, Wear a Mask”.  we 
want to see your selfies with your masks. Post them below and on your social media with 
the hashtag #loveyourneighborwearamask and help us collect images to share. 

Face coverings help protect you from spreading disease if you are asymptomatic or do not 
realize you are sick. 

-Please remember, some people are not able to wear a face covering safely. 

-The decision to wear or not to wear one should be made by the individual, as medical 
concerns or fear of racial profiling or discrimination may be factors. 

 
#loveyourneighborwearamask #covid19 

mailto:office@ocpchurch.com
mailto:pscottmw@icloud.com
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OUTDOOR COMMUNION IN THE PEACE GARDEN & PARKING LOT 
SUNDAY, JULY 5   9 a.m. 

You are invited to join us for our outdoor Celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  As we prepare 
to gather again, please note the following Health and safety guidelines that must be 
followed: 

1. Please call the Church office to make a reservation.  We have 20 spaces to maintain our 
required 6 feet of distancing.   

2. Masks are required.  When we take communion, you can remove them, and then put 
them back on. 

3. Please bring your own communion elements (a piece of bread/cracker/pretzel chip and 
beverage - juice/wine/water/tea/coffee or Mt. Dew for some people).   

4. Please bring your own lawn chair.  If you need a chair, we can provide one for you.  
Please let Ruth or Pastor Scott know in advance.  

5. If you feel more comfortable remaining in your vehicle, we are hoping to have our new 
FM Transponder working, so you can tune-in on your car radio to listen. 

6. There will be no bulletin. Pastor Scott will lead us in the liturgy for communion.  A 
basket for the offering will be available.  

7. The service will be live-streamed from the Peace Garden.  We appreciate Sam Marrese-
Wheeler’s help with this part of our service.   

8. We ask that everyone be mindful of these guidelines for the health and safety of 
others.   

9. Please be patient as we all find our way through these challenging times, seeking 
creative and new ways to be the church.   

10. If you have questions, please contact pastor Scott pastor@ocpchurch.com 
 

     

HAPPY 2ND BIRTHDAY to Ms. Lydia Grace Meier!  Lydia turned two on Monday, June 22.  

We all miss seeing (and holding her).  If you are interested in sending Lydia a birthday greeting, 
please do so to Matt & Megan Meier, N6611 Shorewood Hills Rd., Lake Mills, WI 53551-9783.   

mailto:pastor@ocpchurch.com
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June 23, 2020 

 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP IN THE PEACE GARDEN… this past Sunday, 10 members of 

OCPC gathered outside in the shade (and sun) in the peace garden for a brief worship 
service, fellowship (no food), and conversation.  Everyone wore masks, and sat at least six 
feet apart.  Thank you to Sam Marrese-Wheeler for providing Special Music for our 
Outdoor and Live-Streaming service!    

Those gathered would like to recommend to the Session for their approval, that we try 
meeting twice a month, outside (weather permitting), through the remainder of the 
summer.   If this is approved, Pastor Scott would like to meet on Sunday, July 5 to celebrate 
Communion.  The Service would begin at 9 am (please note the earlier time which will 
allow for more shade and cooler temperatures).   If the weather does not allow for 
outdoor, we may explore having People sit in their vehicles for a drive-in service or possibly 
a gathering in the Fellowship Hall.  If we gathered in the Fellowship Hall. 
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21-DAY RACIAL JUSTICE CHALLENGE:  As Presbyterians, we are being challenged 

to join the 21-Day Racial Justice Challenge, which is well suited to individuals, churches and 
mid councils. The challenge invites us to do something every day to raise awareness about 
the perniciousness of racism and encourage action in response to that awareness. The 
PC(USA) has joined several nonprofits, organizations and school systems in adapting the 
challenge for our use. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-
25/racism/?fbclid=IwAR0PEg1fJ7Tyi2cCWu02yCkh9JiXkjDsLAcwqP_Tt7lWOISmepfmVuxSvGo 

Here is an example of how the challenge works: 

Day 1. Read the PC(USA) churchwide anti-racism policy, “Facing Racism: A Vision of the 
Intercultural Community,” at facingracism.org. 

Day 2. Study the Week One lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

Day 3. Watch an updated version of the Clark doll experiment, which explores how early-
in-life ideas of racial inferiority and superiority are internalized. 

Day 4. Study the Week Two lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/?fbclid=IwAR0PEg1fJ7Tyi2cCWu02yCkh9JiXkjDsLAcwqP_Tt7lWOISmepfmVuxSvGo
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/?fbclid=IwAR0PEg1fJ7Tyi2cCWu02yCkh9JiXkjDsLAcwqP_Tt7lWOISmepfmVuxSvGo
http://facingracism.org/
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Day 5. Read the resolution of the 223rd General Assembly of the PC(USA) on 
environmental racism. 

Day 6. Watch the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s webinar, “Impact of Environmental 
Injustice on Low Income and Communities of Color.” 

Day 7. Read what youth at the 2016 Triennium learned about environmental racism. 

Day 8. Study the Week Three lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

Day 9. Choose a resource on the Doctrine of Discovery to read from facingracism.org. 

Day 10. Watch the PBS documentary “Unspoken: America’s Native American Boarding 
Schools.” 

Day 11. Take the awareness test. Go out and change what you notice. 

Day 12. Study the Week Four lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

Day 13. Read the Confession of Belhar. Reflect on how your church is using and living into it. 

Day 14. Visit the Presbyterian Intercultural Network’s website. Connect with a chapter near 
you or inquire about creating one. 

Day 15. Study the Week Five lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

Day 16. Watch the TED Talk “How to overcome our biases? Walk boldly toward them” by 
Verna Myers. 

Day 17. Read “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” by Peggy McIntosh. 

Day 18. Study the Week Six lesson from the Facing Racism Study Guide. 

Day 19. Notice the structures and practices in your church. Raise questions about how they 
help or hinder racial equity. 

Day 20. Engage: Suggest studying the Facing Racism Study Guide as a church or mid council 
to your leaders. 

Day 21. Act: Commit to doing the challenge again. Invite someone to join you. 

Pastor Scott recommends the following books and documentaries for us to read or watch 
and discuss as followers of Jesus Christ.   

Books on Racism and Racial Justice… Pastor Scott has read, is reading or has on hold to 
read these books: 
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Documentaries and Movies on Racism in America and the Church: 

          

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP AT OCPC:   

 

1. Masks will be required. 
2. Physical Distancing will be maintained. You may not be able to sit in your normal places. 
3. No congregating in the fellowship hall before or after worship. 
4. Everyone will be required to sanitize their hands before and after worship. 
5. There will not be using bulletins.  Liturgy will be on the screen.   
6. There will be no singing.  Instrumental music is possible, if our accompanists feel 

comfortable attending. 
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7. There will be no “Two+” or movement during the service. 
8. We will not pass the offering plates.  An offering plate will be placed near the entrance 

of the sanctuary. 
9. There will be no Fellowship gathering or food.   
10. Those in attendance will be expected to arrive, sit, participate, and then leave 

immediately following worship.   
11. We will need to disinfect the sanctuary, doors, bathrooms, and other spaces we use.   
12. Communion will not be celebrated in-person. 

 

“MEDITATION IN THE MEADOW” 

 
By Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Pastor Scott continues to offer several times a week, a “Meditations in the Meadow” from 
the meadow area up Hidden Farm Road in McFarland.   Many people have commented on 
how much they appreciated his meditations, but also watching the meadow change from 
winter into spring.  He will continue to offer these meditations, though he is taking some 
days off, basing those on the weather (rain and storms).  From time to time, he will also 
take Saturdays off.   When he does live-stream, you can watch on his Facebook page, or 
find them on the Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church Facebook page, and on 
YouTube.  If you subscribe to OCPC’s YouTube channel, you will be notified of when his 
new meditations are uploaded for your viewing.  Here is the link to his YouTube site:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber
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June 16, 2020 

 

Our Building May Be Closed,  
but The Church Is Open and Serving in The Community! 

 

PASTOR SCOTT, SAM AND SHADOW were back in the OCPC sanctuary live-

streaming a Sunday morning sermon.  You can view it on the Oakland-Cambridge 
Presbyterian Church Facebook page or on our YouTube Channel 
https://youtu.be/sIrPW4z7eTQ 

 

      
 

PEACE GARDEN WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, JUNE 21 AT 10 AM  (Weather 

Permitting)… Pastor Scott will be in the Peace Garden to share a short liturgy and message.  
There will be no bulletins.  If you would like to join him, you will need to call or write the 
church office to let us know you plan to attend.  We will limit our gathering to 16 people.  
You will also need to bring your own chair.  If you do not have a chair, please let Ruth or 
Pastor Scott know.  Pastor Scott will make sure you have one.   If you wish to bring coffee or 
water, please feel free to do so.  Hand Sanitizer will be on a table or you may bring your own.  
Physical Distancing will be maintained. Masks will be required. The building is still closed.  In 

https://youtu.be/sIrPW4z7eTQ
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case of inclement weather, the outdoor service will be cancelled.  *Please note, this is an 
experiment to see if we can safely gather, respecting physical space between us (no passing of 
the peace, hugging, handshaking), wear masks for the health and safety of others.  Also, if you 
do not feel well, have had cold or a cough, have an underlying health condition, or have been 
around someone who has been exposed to the Virus, please stay home.  If we can manage this 
initial smaller gathering, we will explore how we can continue forward. 
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PASTOR SCOTT, PASTOR STACI AND SAM spent Saturday afternoon walking up 

State Street, around the Capitol building, and then back down to the Library Mall. It was a 
deeply moving, and powerful experience, as we joined so many others pausing at the 
different works of art, some of which are still in process, and reflecting on the depth of 
sorrow, pain, anger, violence, and oppression expressed by the artists. What I realized is 
that this walk being taken by so many, is really a labyrinth of sorts, with the Capital Square 
being the center with people pausing on the lawn to rest, discuss, debate, and struggle 
with the political powers and their own inner selves that have contributed to the racism in 
our nation and community. More than viewing the protest art in support of the 
#BlackLivesMatter, I was viewing my own inner self and my racial biases that flow through 
my subconscious. As I reflect, the question I am still struggling with how this experience 
today will continue to challenge and change me, so I may confess, ask for forgiveness, and 
seek justice through my actions and not simply this post. 

"At its most basic level, the labyrinth is a metaphor for the journey to the center of your 
deepest self and back out into the world with a broadened understanding of who you are.” 

 
 

 

BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE (OR IN OCPC’S CASE, THE STEEPLE):  27 years 

ago: On the evening of June 12, 1993, lightning struck the steeple of the Oakland-
Cambridge Presbyterian Church, starting it on fire. A neighbor across the street was awake 
and watching the storms, witnessed the strike, and called for the fire department right 
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away. The Cambridge Fire Department responded, and with assistance from Deerfield 
Volunteer Fire Department, were able to minimize the spread and extinguish the fire. Here 
are a few pictures from after the fire. 

      
 

June 9, 2020 
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June 7 – Celebration of the Sacrament of Communion 
Pastor Scott, with the help of Sam Marrese-Wheeler and Shadow, live-streamed the 
Sacrament of Communion on Facebook Live from the sanctuary of OCPC this past Sunday.  
https://youtu.be/Qksk4HgUGJM   If you have not done so, and wish to receive 
communion, Pastor Scott invites you to have some form of bread and beverage, watch the 
communion video, and during the liturgy, as we do, when invited, partake of your 
elements.   Kris Runge and Kay & Stub Lund shared their communion elements from this 
past Sunday.     

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Qksk4HgUGJM
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Shadow barking out “Quiet on the set” as Pastor Scott goes Facebook Live! 

      

 
 

Thank you to Mark Touhey for his continued care for the “Peace Garden”  
and the lawn maintenance! 
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McFarland Black Lives Matter Gathering 

 
Pastor Scott with his neighbor and McFarland High School President of the Black Student Union 

 
Pastor Scott with more of his McFarland students at the Black Lives Matter Gathering.  These are 

brothers, literally, and some excellent student leaders who spoke at the gathering. 
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Cambridge Black Lives Matter Gathering 

 

 

 

Pastor Scott was joined by Grace, Roman and Trevor Leto along with Mark Touhey, Judy 
Schroeder and Patty Strohbusch at the Cambridge community Black Lives Matter Gathering in 

Veterans Park on Monday evening. 
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June 2, 2020 

Celebration of Communion 
Sunday, June 7 – 10 a.m. 

 

Pastor Scott will be live-streaming the Communion liturgy from the sanctuary of OCPC this 
Sunday, June 7 at 10 a.m.  As we did previously, you are invited to have your own piece of 
bread and juice.  You may also substitute bread with a cracker, pastry or even a 
cookie.  For juice, you may substitute it with coffee, tea, milk, or water.  This is a symbolic 
sacramental meal we are eating together while physically apart.  He will also be sharing it 
on YouTube.  When time comes for us to gather in person again, we will celebrate with the 
Lord’s Supper.  Until, then please know, Jesus who was a guest in many homes, is one in 
yours where ever you are breaking bread and sharing the cup this morning. 

 

POSSIBLE SUMMER WORSHIP PLANS:  While the Church Building is still closed, 

and we all long for the chance to re-gather safely, the Session is exploring the possibility of 
having several outdoor worship services.  We have ordered an FM transponder (Thank you 
to Matt Meier for his research and ordering of this for us!).  This would allow us to do a 
parking lot service, with people staying in their vehicles, tuning into a particular FM 
channel on their radio, and listening to Pastor Scott, who would be speaking from the entry 
way of the church.  We are also considering doing this at the Lake Ripley Cemetery in a 
similar format.  In addition, we are exploring how we might safely gather for an outside 
service.  People would need to bring their own chairs.  Physical Distancing would need to 
be maintained.  Respect of these boundaries would also be needed.  Masks would be 
needed.  No food or beverage would be provided, though people could bring their own 
beverage. 
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NEW!  Donate to our church, Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge, using the app, 

Give+.  Search for “GivePlus Church” in your app store (Vanco Payment Solutions).  Once 
it’s installed, find us using our zip code (53523), and set up one-time or recurring 
payments, OR  go directly to our donor page by using the QR Code below, or the link on 
our webpage, www.ocpchurch.com .  Thank you! 

 
 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:  We wanted to update members of the 

congregation as to church finances during these difficult times.  

As you know, we currently are not holding services – and not passing a collection plate. 
Church income has been reduced to a trickle.  

As a result, Session has taken some steps to cut back on our budget. For example, 
thermostats have been dialed down. The number of hours Ruth is paid to do church work 
has been reduced by a third. (Note: the Cemetery Board is taking advantage of this 
opportunity to employ Ruth for cemetery business for those “lost” hours.) Building and 
Grounds has put purchases on hold – for example, replacing our furnaces at a cost of 

http://www.ocpchurch.com/
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$6,000. And there are miscellaneous savings each week – no musicians, for example. We 
will save where we can.  

However, the great majority of our expenses are fixed – salaries, insurance, etc. Bills must 
be paid. Also, the investment funds we use to meet our budget each year have taken a 
tremendous hit. If the current situation persists for an extended period of time, we could 
be in serious financial trouble. 

The good news is that we are in very good shape in the short term. Our building is in good 
shape due to recent upgrades, such as the new parking lot or replacement windows. We 
had transferred money from investments into the checking account before the current 
crisis began, and are well-positioned to pay our bills. Unlike other small churches – or many 
businesses, for that matter – we have no reason to panic. Our finances are in order.  

If you have the ability to continue your support of the church at this time, we will welcome 
your contribution. And if you are unable to contribute at this time, we understand. Our 
most important message to you is that we are getting through this together.  

We would encourage you to mail in your offering and pledge:  OCPC 313 E. Main Street, 
Cambridge, WI 53523.   

Dick Trailer and Mark Touhey 

Finance Committee 
 

175TH ANNIVERSARY – March 3 marked the 171st anniversary of the founding of 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church.  The Session has discussed seeing if there is any 
interest from some members in serving as planning committee for a possible 175th 
Anniversary Celebration?  If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Scott. 

 

AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES  Caring.com is a leading senior care 

resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging 
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The 
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as 
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.  
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in 
Wisconsin:  (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin) 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER:  The items most needed at 

the Cambridge Food Pantry at this time are: Cereal, Microwavable Mac & Cheese, Pop 
Tarts, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Flour, Tuna, Diapers sizes 5 & 6, Shampoo and Conditioner, 
Poise Pads, Women’s Large Depends, Toilet Tissue and Paper Towel.  Donation bins are 
located outside both the middle school and high school buildings and monetary donations 
are gladly accepted via the Food Pantry website or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 
53523.  Thank you!   

 

http://caring.com/
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin
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Looking for ways to Help Support Our Community?  Please see the 
information on this flyer. 
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OUR CHURCH CALENDAR:   
 

ALL IN-PERSON WORSHIP POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

MILESTONES 
Birthdays 
        Nancy Kristiansen ......................... July 1 
        Bud Rumpf .................................. July 12 
        Bobbi Rumpf ............................... July 14 
        Staci Marrese-Wheeler ............... July 17 
        Nancy Breitsprecher ................... July 18 
        Ann Febock ................................. July 19 
        Linda Porter ................................ July 20 
        Patty Strohbusch ......................... July 25 

        Bruce Erickson ............................ July 26 
        Samuel Hanson ........................... July 28 
        Sue Bettenhausen ....................... July 31 
        Judy Pearson ............................... July 31 
 
Anniversaries 
      Mark & Mary Olson ...................... July 19 
      Michael & Linda Porter ................. July 23 

 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 

Betsy (friend & caretaker of Ken Bilstad)  Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Ron Guthery (father of Michelle Wagner) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Rady Johnson) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy Pearson) 
Nancy Kristiansen 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 
 

The family of Pastor Scott on the death of his mother, and other families who are grieving 
the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been 
obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events 
• All office hours and events canceled until further notice! 

 

TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001  EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com  or  Pastor@OCPChurch.com  
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com    

 Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

mailto:Office@OCPChurch.com
mailto:Pastor@OCPChurch.com
http://www.ocpchurch.com/

