
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

6th Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

** Our musical selections today for this digital bulletin’s scriptural theme focus on “Love.”   

“To love another,” Victor Hugo wrote in his novel “Les Misérables,” “is to see the face of 

God.”  The Apostle Paul also famously wrote about love in his first letter to the early 

followers of Christ who lived in Corinth.  Chapter 13 is perhaps the most famous “love” 

song, as many biblical scholars feel it was based on a hymn of the early “Christian” 

house churches.  While our Scriptural passage is often read at weddings, it really is not 

about marriage, rather, Paul is writing to this early faith community describing the gifts 

that each person brings to the whole Body of Christ, and the greatest gift they 

collectively have and are commanded to share is God’s love.  You will find each of the 

songs I have selected for you connect with the theme of Love in its many and varied 

forms - Agape (love of everyone), Philia (deep friendship) Ludus (playful love), Eros 

(sexual passion) , Pragma (longstanding love), Philautia (love of oneself).   So remember 

as you read through the liturgy, Paul’s letter from First Corinthians 13, the prayers, and 

listen to the music, all you need, as the Beatles sang, “Is Love.” 
 

Prelude  ............... “Season of Love”  from Rent the Musical  https://youtu.be/UvyHuse6buY 
 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  In these moments of isolation and wondering what tomorrow might bring, let us lift our 

voices to God. 

Many:  We will call on the One who promises to hear us, and better – to listen to our hearts 

and souls. 
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One:  In days of uncertainty, when the future seems unclear, in life, in death, in every 

moment, God deals graciously with us. 

Many:  We will rejoice in the One who is with us walking with us, opening our eyes, 

touching our heart. 

One:  As God’s people, we know that the Bread of life is for us, even as we hunger for hope, 

life, joy, healing for our brokenness. 

Many:  Just as we do with the cup of salvation, we will lift our hearts in thanksgiving to 

our God. 

One:  Let us worship the One in whose sacred image we are all created!   
 

*Opening Hymn   ............ “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  https://youtu.be/jPsxqQsnzJA 
 

*The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

One:  Let us pray:  Lord, Because love is patient… 

Many:  Help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen,  

hesitant to criticize, but eager to encourage, 

remembering your endless patience with me. 

One:  Because love is kind…  

Many:  Help my words to be gentle and my actions to be thoughtful.   

Remind me to smile and to say “Please” and “Thank You” 

because those little things still mean so much. 

One:  Because love does not envy or boast, and it is not proud…  

Many:  Help me have a heart that is humble and sees the good in others. 

May I celebrate and appreciate all that I have and all that I am, 

as well as doing the same for those around me. 

One:  Because love is not rude or self-seeking…  

Many:  Help me to speak words that are easy on the ear and on the heart. 

When I’m tempted to get wrapped up in my own little world, 

remind me there’s a great big world out there full of needs and hurts. 

One:  Because love is not easily angered and keeps no record of wrongs… 

Many:  Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven me. 

When I want to hold onto a grudge, 

gently help me release it 

so I can reach out with a hand of love instead. 

One:  Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth… 

Many:  Help me stand up for what is right and good. 

May I defend the defenseless, and help the helpless. 

Show me how I can make a difference. 

One:  Because love always protects and always trusts…  

Many:  Help me to be a refuge for those around me. 

When the world outside is harsh and cold, 

may my heart be a place of acceptance and warmth. 

One:  Finally, because love always perseveres…  

Many:  Help my heart continually beat with love for You and others. Thank you for 

showing us what the word love really means. Amen. 
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*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  “What is the best thing that happened this past week?” 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] 

One:  Let us pray… God of revelation, unveil your Kingdom in our midst.  

ALL:  Show us who we truly are in you:  expose the illusions that distort our vision, deliver 

us from temptations that contort our living, open our eyes in this time of trial – that 

resistance may be the secret of our joy and our joy a sign of your shalom. Amen. 
 

The Scripture  1 Corinthians 12:31—13:1-13 Readers Theatre (see below) 
 

Narrator:  “…But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.  
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over 
my body so that I may boast,* but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 
 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, 
and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 
an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love.” 

 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Special Music  ... “Love Wins”  by Carrie Underwood  https://youtu.be/-Py8OWAMkns 
 

Sermon  ................................................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
http://ocpchurch.com/files/134255799.pdf 

 

“Meditations in the Meadow” by Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler available on the Oakland-
Cambridge Presbyterian Church Facebook page or on YouTube. 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber) 

 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection… 
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We Respond to God’s Love 
 

The Special Music  .................. “L-O-V-E”  Nat King Cole  https://youtu.be/f_HmF84G7ZY 
 

*Affirmation of Faith [In Unison] ................................... from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
 

We believe in God: who has created and is creating,     

   who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 

We trust in God. 
 

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God's presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 
 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
 

    Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
(Please share your prayer needs by emailing or calling Pastor Scott) 

 

The Pastoral Prayer during the Pandemic  

Seeking peace in a broken world, but also knowing God’s peace through God’s presence, we 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Seeking peace in suffering, illness, and pain, but also feeling God’s peace through healing, 

prayer, and those who help, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Seeking peace through our distress, depression, isolation, and fear, but also feeling God’s 

peace through the words of loved ones and the hope we see in the world, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Seeking peace through the pain of worshipping separately, longing for our holy community to 

be gathering, but also feeling peace through God’s presence with each of us as we worship 

together distantly, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, loving Lord. We need you now, as we have needed you 

every day. We cannot live without you. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’…) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Response  .............................. “Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire”  Koine   
https://youtu.be/AXSI8krPwx0 

 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

**Please remember to send your offering to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian  
   Church, 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523, or donate online.  (See  
   announcements below for directions.) 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn  ........................... “What the World Needs Now Is Love”  Broadway Stars 
https://youtu.be/t5AyGvJcyoU 

 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  Go forth in the love of God. 

Many:  We will take this love into unlovely parts of the world even while we stay isolated at 

home. 

One:  Go forth in the grace of Jesus Christ. 

Many:  We will look for him in the faces of every person we meet, even at a distance, even 

through social media. 

One:  Go forth in the peace of the Spirit. 

Many:  We will share this hope with the brokenness all around us, that we might offer 

healing to everyone. 

One:  Go in peace to love and serve God wherever you are!   
 

Postlude  ....................... “All You Need Is Love”  The Beatles  https://youtu.be/4EGczv7iiEk 
 

 

         
 
 

 

The liturgy this morning is from:  Call to Worship ~ Thom Schuman - Lectionary 
Liturgies blog; The Prayer of the Day ~ written by Holley Gerth, and posted 
on Taking it one step at a time; Prayer for Illumination ~ posted on the Monthly 
Prayers page of the Christian Aid website; Affirmation of Faith ~ posted on The 
United Church of Canada website; Pastoral Prayer during the Pandemic ~ written 
by Pastor Nissa Peterson, Chatfield & Root Prairie Lutheran Churches. Posted 
on MightyNiss https://mightyniss.blogspot.com/2020/04/kyrie-for-worship-during-
coronavirus.html; The Sending ~ Thom Schuman - Lectionary Liturgies blog. 
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Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

• If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW!  Donate to our church, Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge, using the 

app, Give+.  Search for “GivePlus Church” in your app store (Vanco Payment Solutions).  
Once it’s installed, find us using our zip code (53523), and set up one-time or recurring 
payments, OR  use the QR Code below to access our donor page.  A link to our donor page 
is also on our website www.ocpchurch.com.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 
There will be no in-person worship until further notice. 
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APRIL 2020 Update 
 
 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday evening 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Due to the current crisis, we are offering a drive-up/pick up service 
to our guests. Guests can drive up to the middle school circle and groceries will be brought to 
their cars. No need to get out of your vehicle.   
 

Donations to the food pantry are much appreciated. Donation bins are located outside both the 
middle school and high school buildings and monetary donations are gladly accepted via the 
Food Pantry website or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 53523.  
 

Thank you to our area churches and all who generously supported the Cambridge Food Pantry 
by donating food and money toward the Easter meal baskets that were distributed on April 8 at 
the food pantry. 
 

FOOD AND OTHER ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
The Cambridge Food Pantry is in need of the following items: Cereal, Microwavable Mac & 
Cheese, Pop Tarts, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Flour, Tuna, Diapers sizes 5 & 6, Shampoo 
and Conditioner, Poise Pads, Women’s Large Depends, Toilet Tissue and Paper Towel. 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Betsy (friend and caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy Pearson) 
Nancy Kristiansen 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-
hunting, health, or relationship problems. 

The family of Pastor Scott on the death of his mother, and other families who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson, 
Class of 2021:  Melanie Rumpf 
Class of 2022:  Joe Leto, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson 
Class of 2021:  Judy Schroeder, Cheryl Stitz 
Class of 2022:  Cheryl Bettenhausen 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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