
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

5th Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day 

May 10, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   

 

** Our musical selections today are dedicated to all the women who have in a variety of 

ways, nurtured us as the beloved children of God.  In selecting these particular songs, I 

was thinking of my own mother, Elizabeth Wheeler.  Before she was my mother, she was 

a woman, and a strong one at that.  She married my father, a Presbyterian minister, and 

served as a traditional minister’s wife, raised five children, adopting the first two because 

of infertility issues before giving birth to three others, suffered postpartum depression 

after the birth of her last child, and played catch with me when I was little.  After the 

death of her husband (my father), she surprised us all, showing a new inner strength that 

shined through in ways I had not thought of her as having.  After her death in January, 

someone asked me if I knew much about my mom before she was a mom and a mother.  

What I have learned is that she was, as Alicia Keys sings, a “SuperWoman.”   These 

songs are dedicated to my mom, and to all the women of our congregation, from the 

oldest to our youngest, Lydia Grace Meier.  To all of you who, we give thanks for your 

faith, your love, your reflecting the love of Christ for us by simply being you. 
 

Prelude  ........................ “Highwomen”  by The Highwomen  https://youtu.be/7D-6nklMMbM 

I was a Highwoman 
And a mother from my youth 
For my children I did what I had to do 
My family left Honduras when they killed the Sandinistas 
We followed a coyote through the dust of Mexico 
Every one of them except for me survived 
And I am still alive 
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I was a healer 
I was gifted as a girl 
I laid hands upon the world 
Someone saw me sleeping naked in the noon sun 
I heard "witchcraft" in the whispers and I knew my time had come 
The bastards hung me at the Salem gallows hill 
But I am living still 

 

I was a freedom rider 
When we thought the South had won 
Virginia in the spring of '61 
I sat down on the Greyhound that was bound for Mississippi 
My mother asked me if that ride was worth my life 
And when the shots rang out I never heard the sound 
But I am still around 

 

And I'll take that ride again 
And again 
And again 
And again 
And again 

 

I was a preacher 
My heart broke for all the world 
But teaching was unrighteous for a girl 
In the summer I was baptized in the mighty Colorado 
In the winter I heard the hounds and I knew I had been found 
And in my Savior's name, I laid my weapons down 
But I am still around 

 

We are The Highwomen 
Singing stories still untold 
We carry the sons you can only hold 
We are the daughters of the silent generations 
You sent our hearts to die alone in foreign nations 
It may return to us as tiny drops of rain 
But we will still remain 

 

And we'll come back again and again and again 
And again and again 
We'll come back again and again and again 
And again and again 

 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  God in your image we were created male and female. 

Many:  As your children, you have loved us as mother loves her children. 
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One:  When we cry you rock us.  When we are hungry you feed us. 

Many:  You love us, Mothering God. 

One:  When we are lost you find us.  When we are happy, you laugh with us. 

Many:  You love us, Mothering God. 

One:  As we grow, you respect us.  When we leave home, you bless us. 

Many:  You love us, Mothering God. 

One:  Let us worship the Mothering God who loves us, nurtures us, and guides us throughout 

our lives. 
 

*Opening Hymn   .................... “Superwoman”  Alicia Keys  https://youtu.be/-AphKUK8twg 
 

*The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

One:  Let us pray:  God with a mother’s heart, you gather us as your children. You comfort 

and hold us in your warm embrace. 

Many:  When we hurt, your arms enfold us. When we are afraid, your wings protect us. 

When we are hungry, you feed us with the bread of life. 

One:  God with a mother’s heart, your love surrounds and supports us, 

Many:  in good times and in tough, in the midst of joy and pain, always and everywhere. 

You will never leave nor abandon us. 

One:  God eternal and loving one, God with a mother’s heart, 

Many:  we thank you this day, for being part of your family.  Amen. 
 

*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  “Name three women who have made the biggest impact on your life?” 

 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] 

One:  Let us pray… For the beauty of the earth, for your sacred presence within us and all 

around us, throughout all of creation, we give you praise.   

Many:  Open our ears and help us to hear your Living Word that is calling us to care for 

all of your sacred creation throughout all the heavens and earth.  Amen. 
 

The Scripture  2 Timothy 1:1-7 Readers Theatre (see below) 
 

Narrator:  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, 

Paul writing:  To Timothy, my beloved child: 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.  Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy.  I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, lives in you.  For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of 
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God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Special Music  ................ “The Mother”  Brandi Carlile  https://youtu.be/npSDM26xlzs 
 

Sermon  ................................................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
 http://ocpchurch.com/files/134221595.pdf 
 

“Meditations in the Meadow” by Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler available on the Oakland-
Cambridge Presbyterian Church Facebook page or on YouTube. 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber) 

 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection… 

 

We Respond to God’s Love 
 

The Special Music  ........................................... “Redesigning Women”  The Highwomen   
https://youtu.be/5aSRpbLOfo0  

 

*Affirmation of Faith [In Unison] ................................... from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit 

justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 

neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The 

same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through 

Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, 

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all 

ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 

without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask 

idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work 

with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
(Please share your prayer needs by emailing or calling Pastor Scott) 

 

The Prayer Litany  

One:  We remember Sarai who was taunted by others in the household because of her 

inability to have children. 

Many:  All-encompassing God we pray for those who feel excluded when we emphasis 

one kind of family as normal. 

One:  We remember Esther, who was adopted and raised by her cousin. 

Many:  God who embraces us all, we pray for those who cannot be raised by their 

parents, for a short time or permanently. 
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One:  We remember Jochebed, the mother of Moses, who placed him into a raft on the 

river. 

Many:  Saving God, we pray for parents who struggle to raise their children in 

oppressive circumstances. 

One:  We remember Hannah, who loved her child so much she handed him over to another 

to raise. 

Many:  Loving God, we pray for parents who have placed their child in another family. 

One:  We remember Naomi, who grieved the death of her sons. 

Many:  God, who grieves with us, we pray for parents who mourn the death of a child. 

One:  We remember Ruth, who gave up her family to be family to another. 

Many:  Inclusive God, we pray for those who choose to be family to those isolated by 

culture or language or distance. 

One:  We remember Elizabeth, who had a child in old age and we remember Mary, who 

had a child as a teenager. 

Many:  Ageless God, we pray that as a community we accept people of varying life 

stages and responsibilities and relationships. 

One:  We remember Rachel, crying for her children. 

Many:  God of justice and hope, we pray for those whose children are killed, and look 

to a time when children can live safely in their communities. 

One:  We remember Lois and Eunice, who taught Timothy faith by example. 

Many:  Faithful God we pray for those who teach us faith by their lives, may we 

remember that we also teach about you in the way we live. 

One:  We remember other people, not named in the Scriptures, like the mother of the 

prodigal son. 

Many:  Companion God, we pray for those who wait for a phone call or a visit, cut off 

from family and friends by distance and disagreement. 

One:  Nurturing God, we give thanks for those - 

Many:  who enrich our lives by their presence, who teach us about your abundant love, 

who encourage us to journey in faith.   

One:  And continue to teach us to pray as Jesus taught his disciples, saying 
 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Response  ........................................... “I Dreamed a Dream”  Ruthie Henshall  

(Les Misérables 10th Anniversary Concert)  https://youtu.be/-p6OH7FoWoQ 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

**Please remember to send your offering to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian  
   Church, 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn  .................... “I Am Woman”  Helen Reddy  https://youtu.be/Zu4xpDuf84A 
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*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  “As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you” (Isa. 66:13). Go now in the 

comfort and peace of the One who gave birth to us. 

Many:  Let us go in the assurance that the Comforter is with us always, so we may give 

comfort and peace to others. 

One:  Divine Wisdom guide us as we go forth on Her paths of peace. May She give us 

blessings more precious than silver or gold (Prov. 3:13-15, 17). 

Many:  May we find joy in sharing these blessings with others and may her Wisdom 

empower us to change our world! 

One:  Go now surrounded, nurtured, and strengthen by God who loves us like a mother, walks 

with us as a guide, and gives us the spirit of Wisdom to love and serve others daily. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

Postlude  ................................. “Hail Holy Queen”  Sister Act  https://youtu.be/ctjG4MjJwEA 
 

         
 
 

The liturgy this morning is from the Re-Worship blog, and the Prayer Litany was 
written by © Rev. Patty Lawrence. 

 

 
 
 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

• If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 

 

 

NEW!  Donate to our church, Presbyterian Church of Oakland-Cambridge, using the 

app, Give+.  Search for “GivePlus Church” in your app store (Vanco Payment Solutions).  
Once it’s installed, find us using our zip code (53523), and set up one-time or recurring 
payments, OR  use the QR Code below to access our donor page.  Thank you! 
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WORSHIP SERVICES: 
There will be no in-person worship until further notice. 
 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER – APRIL 2020 Update 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday 
evening from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Due to the current crisis, we are offering a drive-
up/pick up service to our guests. Guests can drive up to the middle school circle and 
groceries will be brought to their cars. No need to get out of your vehicle.   
 

Donations to the food pantry are much appreciated. Donation bins are located outside both 
the middle school and high school buildings and monetary donations are gladly accepted 
via the Food Pantry website or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 53523.  
 

Thank you to our area churches and all who generously supported the Cambridge Food 
Pantry by donating food and money toward the Easter meal baskets that were distributed 
on April 8 at the food pantry. 
 

FOOD AND OTHER ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
The Cambridge Food Pantry is in need of the following items: Cereal, Microwavable Mac & 
Cheese, Pop Tarts, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Flour, Tuna, Diapers sizes 5 & 6, Shampoo 
and Conditioner, Poise Pads, Women’s Large Depends, Toilet Tissue and Paper Towel. 
 

 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Betsy (friend and caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Ron Guthery (father of Michelle Wagner) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy Pearson) 
Nancy Kristiansen 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-
hunting, health, or relationship problems. 

The family of Pastor Scott on the death of his mother, and other families who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson, 
Class of 2021:  Melanie Rumpf 
Class of 2022:  Joe Leto, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson 
Class of 2021:  Judy Schroeder, Cheryl Stitz 
Class of 2022:  Cheryl Bettenhausen 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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