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5th Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day 

Joshua 2:1, 6:17-25 

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, ‘Go, 
view the land, especially Jericho.’ So they went, and entered the house of a 

prostitute whose name was Rahab, and spent the night there…” 

John 4:1-30 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 
(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to 

him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do 
not share things in common with Samaritans.)… Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your 

husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband…” 

2 Timothy 1:3-5 
“I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.  Recalling 

your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of 
your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your 

mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.” 

 

 Who have been the women in your life who have shown you the living 
presence of the Risen Christ, nurturing you and guiding you along your faith 

journey? 

 Here is a little thing, a trivial thing really, about me.  After I felt called to the 

ministry, and before I entered Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, I 
swore I would not date let alone marry a female minister!   Boy, does God have a 

sense of humor!   

 When Staci and I got married, my mom, who married a minister, my dad, 

and was in the traditional sense - a “minister’s wife,” gave Staci a book on how to 

be a good minister’s wife!   Staci was not amused, - gracious, but not amused. 

 My mom and Staci had two very different understandings about the role of 

women in the life of the church - and yet they are connected through a long line of 

women who have served Christ’s Church. 

 If it was not for women like my mother who played a key role in nurturing 
the lives and faith of many children and youth, women might still be stuck serving 

Christ’s Church - only in the kitchen and in children’s Sunday School - and not in 
the leadership roles they play in our churches today as Elders, Deacons, and 

Ministers. 

 Of course, it has not been an easy journey from the church kitchen to the 

pulpit.    



 I still remember the very heated church debate in my home congregation, 
one that divided members and families over the ordination of the first women as 

Deacons and Elders. 

  And there were many more church fights and splits to come as the 
Presbyterian Church fought over whether women should be called as ministers!  

And even after the way was paved for congregations to do so, and women were 
finally leading the church on boards and from the pulpit - women still struggled to 

gain acceptance, finding members of congregations who called them as pastors 
and even as Elders - less than enthused by their presence - with some people 

leaving their churches because “their” congregation called a woman!   

 Do you remember the first woman or women who were ordained as an Elder 

or Deacon at OCPC?    

 If you read our sacred story - the Bible, you will find that women have 
always played a key role in our faith story.    Eve, Sarah, Haggar, Esther, 

Bethsheba, Naomi, Ruth, Tamar, Rahab - wait, weren’t Tamar and Rahab, well, 
(cover the ears of your children) - prostitutes?  How did they get thrown in to the 

mix of key women of our faith?   

 Actually, Rahab was, according to the story in Joshua, a “prostitute.”   

Tamar pretended to be one so she could seduce her grieving father-in-law, Judah.    
And here they are, according to the genealogy in Matthew - a part of the Son of 

God’s blood line!  What in the world is God thinking!   

 And furthermore - what about this Samaritan woman at the well?  Jews and 
Samaritans hated each other and besides, it was taboo for a woman to be alone 
with a man - and here is Jesus alone with a woman who is a Samaritan - asking 

her for a drink!   

 And then there is Mary Magdalene - some suggest she was the woman 

caught in adultery or maybe a prostitute - or both!    

 And don’t forget the unwed, pregnant teen (maybe even pre-teen) girl from 

Nazareth named Mary.   

 How do these scandalous women, women whose leadership in our modern 

church would most definitely be discouraged if not banned due to their lifestyles, 
end up being central characters in the Gospel stories of Jesus - our stories - our 

sacred stories!  OMG!  And here they are being mentioned by me on Mother’s 

Day!!!!!    And even more shocking - is that most of them were Moms!   

 Fredrick Buechner says:  “Matthew lists Rahab as one of the 
ancestresses of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:5) and that may be one reason 

why there was something about the freewheeling ladies with warm and 

generous hearts the he (Jesus) never quite able to resist.”    

 Those “free-wheeling” ladies with warm and generous hearts - have all been 

called by God to key roles in the ongoing sacred story of us all.    

 Women, not men, are the first post-resurrection disciples.  It is to Mary, not 

a man, that the risen Lord first reveals himself.    



 All of these women, some who might be labeled, “Bad Girls” of the Bible, 
and the many they have influenced - are the ones who have shepherd us along 

the way, nurtured us with God’s generous love, challenged our way of seeing the 
kingdom in our midst, and continue to lead us in the faith.  If not for those women 

- men might still be locked up in fear behind the close doors of our hearts and 

patriarchal world views, unable to see the Resurrected Christ!   

 Doug Adams in his book - The Prostitute in the Family Tree - says:  “As 

Jesus dines with tax collectors and prostitutes and keeps a table open to 
all, his parables include both those people we call good and those we call 

bad. He takes the human beings we keep separate in our minds, and he 
puts them together and calls them the kingdom of God.”  And some of those 
who we have called “bad” have been great women of faith - the mothers in the 

linage of Jesus - mothers to us all. 

 So here is to Sarah and Haggar, who bore the children of Abraham, here is 
to Tamar and Rahab - who were mothers whose bloodline led us to a young, 

unwed, pregnant, teenage girl, who gave birth to Jesus.   

 And here is too Ann Reeves Jarvis, Julia Ward Howe, Juliet Calhoun Blakely, 
and the other women who knew pain, grief and sorrow over the loss of their sons 
in war, and through their efforts to education, heal, comfort, challenge systems of 

injustice and teach peace and reconciliation.  It is through their tireless work that 

we have a Mother’s Day. 

 And here is to the many mothers, who like Rachel, weep and grieve this day 

- for their children - the young girls kidnapped in Nigeria or taken from our own 
streets, raped and beaten or who were sent off to fight in wars and killed and shot 

in senseless acts of violence in our own communities.   

 And here is to the single mothers, who work, sometimes multiple jobs, 

trying to make a living, trying to protect their children and put food on the table, 
and as Kevin Garrnett, the MVP of the NBA, said about his own mother, who went 

to bed hungry many nights just to make sure her own children had food in their 

stomachs.   

 And as my friend Amy Maleug said, Here is to all of  “you who have lost 

your mothers, those who are hoping to become mothers, mothers who 
have lost their children, and those who wish they or their children had 
better mothers. To all of you, and to those who are lucky enough to be 

mothers and grandmothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, godmothers, 
aunt-mothers, and mothers by heart—by your sorrows, your joys, and 

your love.”   

 And here is to you, the women of OCPC - you who sit in the pews this 
morning, who by your faithful witness, continue to nurture us in our faith - 

revealing to us - the warm, generous, compassionate, grace-filled love of God.   

 And here is to the young girls in our midst, who are watching, learning, 

seeking, and growing into the faith and who will one day, and even now show us 

the way into God’s Kingdom!   

               Thank you! 


