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To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, 

April 28, 2020 

The Church Offices and Building are Now Closed!   

Ruth and Pastor Scott will be working remotely. 
If you need them, they may be reached at  

Ruth:  608-577-5815  office@ocpchurch.com  
Pastor Scott: 608-417-0231  pscottmw@icloud.com  

If you do need to enter the church, please let one of us know.   
Thank you! 

    

Pictures by Jacob Wagner 

Cambridge, WI 

"Be still and know that I am Love.  

I am exalted among the nations,  

I am exalted in the earth!"  

The One who knows all hearts is with us;  

The Beloved is our refuge and our 
strength.”    

Psalm 46 by Nan C. Merrill in her book 
“Psalms for Praying:  An Invitation to 

Wholeness”  

 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING DURING OUR SHELTER-IN-PLACE/SAFER-AT-
HOME PERIOD?  We would love to hear from you about what you are watching, 

reading, cooking, baking, making during this time.  Pastor Scott has made Peanut Butter 
Butterscotch Cookies, baked bread, and is currently hiking the famous Appalachian Trail 

mailto:office@ocpchurch.com
mailto:pscottmw@icloud.com
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thanks to an app on his phone that records his daily steps and translates them into miles 
on the AT.  He so far has walked 54.1 miles and is in Georgia.   
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DID YOU KNOW… we had almost 600 people join us via Facebook Live for our Easter 

Sunrise Service in Lake Ripley Cemetery!?   We have also shared the video with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Historical Society, who are collecting Easter services from across 
the nation to archive for future generations.   

 

Kay & Stub Lund Virtual Communion from April 
We would welcome a picture of your communion elements too!  

 

Celebrating Virtual Communion 
Sunday, May 3 

As we did in April, we will once again be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
virtually, but together.  Pastor Scott will preside over the table, offering our Communion 
liturgy, blessing the bread and cup, and then inviting you to share by partaking of your own 
bread (cracker, pizza slice, cookie) and cup (beverage - juice, milk, coffee, tea, water, wine).  
You may do so either when he live-streams the Communion service on Facebook or later in 
the day when you watch it.   You will receive a more detailed email with instructions on 
Saturday, May 2, along with the liturgy and some links to hymns and music.   
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PANDEMIC, OCPC AND THE FUTURE OF IN-PERSON WORSHIP UPDATE – 
Like many faith communities in the area, across the state and around our nation, people 
are wondering when we will be allowed to gather again for in-person worship.   The 
Session has received some resource guidelines through the Wisconsin Council of Churches, 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) who are in conversation with the Wisconsin Public Health 
Department and Governor Evers’ office.   Our first concern is for the safety and health of 
our members and friends of OCPC and the larger community.  As we explore these 
guidelines, and what this will mean for us as phases open up for in-person gatherings to 
begin, please know that things will look very different.  We may not be able to have 
Fellowship time or church meals, masks will need to be worn, and social distancing 
maintained, and the number of worshippers limited.  Again, all this is new and different for 
us.  What isn’t different is how we are the Body of Christ at OCPC!  Ruth is still stopping by 
the office, though the office is officially closed to people dropping by.  Pastor Scott stops 
out once a week, and continues to provide daily “Meditations in the Meadow” to share via 
Facebook Live and YouTube.  We have had two virtual OCPC Fellowship gatherings via 
Zoom.   OCPC members are checking in on one another, offering support and if need be, 
assistance.  If you are in need of any pastoral care, please contact Ruth at the office 
(608)423-3001 or email Pastor Scott at pastor@ocpchurch.com  

It is our hope in the coming weeks, to video record Marian Korth playing the piano and 
organ to share with you.  When this does happen, we will send a link to the video for you 
to watch and enjoy. 

 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:  We wanted to update members of the 

congregation as to church finances during these difficult times.  

As you know, we currently are not holding services – and not passing a collection plate. 
Church income has been reduced to a trickle.  

As a result, Session has taken some steps to cut back on our budget. For example, 
thermostats have been dialed down. The number of hours Ruth is paid to do church work 
has been reduced by a third. (Note: the Cemetery Board is taking advantage of this 
opportunity to employ Ruth for cemetery business for those “lost” hours.) Building and 
Grounds has put purchases on hold – for example, replacing our furnaces at a cost of 
$6,000. And there are miscellaneous savings each week – no musicians, for example. We 
will save where we can.  

However, the great majority of our expenses are fixed – salaries, insurance, etc. Bills must 
be paid. Also, the investment funds we use to meet our budget each year have taken a 
tremendous hit. If the current situation persists for an extended period of time, we could 
be in serious financial trouble. 

The good news is that we are in very good shape in the short term. Our building is in good 
shape due to recent upgrades, such as the new parking lot or replacement windows. We 

mailto:pastor@ocpchurch.com
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had transferred money from investments into the checking account before the current 
crisis began, and are well-positioned to pay our bills. Unlike other small churches – or many 
businesses, for that matter – we have no reason to panic. Our finances are in order.  

If you have the ability to continue your support of the church at this time, we will welcome 
your contribution. And if you are unable to contribute at this time, we understand. Our 
most important message to you is that we are getting through this together.  

We would encourage you to mail in your offering and pledge:  OCPC 313 E. Main Street, 
Cambridge, WI 53523.   

Dick Trailer and Mark Touhey 

Finance Committee 
 

 
 

      
 

 

We Are Still OCPC and Providing Ministry! 
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Since March 3, 1849, the people of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church have found 
ways to serve Christ in the community.  Generations past provided community ministry 
through wars, the Great Depression, the Baby Boom, the Civil Rights Movement, the age of 
disco, the bad hair of the 80’s, Y2K, and September 11!  While faced with the global COVID-
19 pandemic, OCPC is finding ways to continue to serve Christ in the Cambridge 
Community.  From Pastor Scott’s “Meditation in the Meadow” to continuing serving Meals-
on-Wheels to providing food items for the food pantry to checking on our church members 
and friends to prayerfully supporting our health care workers and local businesses, we are 
discovering ways beyond our walls to be the visible Body of Christ!   

 

“MEDITATION IN THE MEADOW” 

By Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

 
With our in-person worship service being postponed until at least Easter Sunday, Pastor 
Scott is video-taping some reflections for our OCPC members and friends.  He is calling 
them “Meditations in the Meadow”.  As some of you know, he often walks up Hidden Farm 
Road in McFarland.  The road winds up and around several meadow areas that overlook 
Lower Mud Lake.  If you follow him on Facebook, you have seen some of his pictures of the 
sunrises and sunsets he takes when walking with his wife, Staci, his son, Sam, and their 
dog, Shadow.  You can find his video reflections on his Facebook page, on the Oakland-
Cambridge Presbyterian Church Facebook page, and on YouTube.  Here is the link to his 
YouTube site:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber   
Or Search: “Meditations in the Meadow.”   Madison.com gave our “Meditation in the 
Meadow” a shout-out in this recent article about creative ways clergy are trying to stay 
connected with their congregations:  https://madison.com/ct/news/local/covid-19-
pandemic-will-have-lasting-impact-on-how-religious-communities-connect-with-members-
faith/article_f3bef0e0-c4ed-5598-90d4-d09da4265220.html 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber
http://madison.com/
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/covid-19-pandemic-will-have-lasting-impact-on-how-religious-communities-connect-with-members-faith/article_f3bef0e0-c4ed-5598-90d4-d09da4265220.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/covid-19-pandemic-will-have-lasting-impact-on-how-religious-communities-connect-with-members-faith/article_f3bef0e0-c4ed-5598-90d4-d09da4265220.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/covid-19-pandemic-will-have-lasting-impact-on-how-religious-communities-connect-with-members-faith/article_f3bef0e0-c4ed-5598-90d4-d09da4265220.html
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175TH ANNIVERSARY – March 3 marked the 171st anniversary of the founding of 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church.  The Session has discussed seeing if there is any 
interest from some members in serving as planning committee for a possible 175th 
Anniversary Celebration?  If you are interested, please speak with Pastor Scott. 

 

AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES  Caring.com is a leading senior care 

resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging 
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The 
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as 
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.  
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in 
Wisconsin:  (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin) 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER:  The items most needed at 

the Cambridge Food Pantry at this time are: Cereal, Microwavable Mac & Cheese, Pop 
Tarts, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Flour, Tuna, Diapers sizes 5 & 6, Shampoo and Conditioner, 
Poise Pads, Women’s Large Depends, Toilet Tissue and Paper Towel.  Donation bins are 
located outside both the middle school and high school buildings and monetary donations 
are gladly accepted via the Food Pantry website or by mail to P.O. Box 54, Cambridge WI 
53523.  Thank you!   

 

Looking for ways to Help Support Our Community?  Please see the 
information on this flyer. 

 

http://caring.com/
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin
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April 21, 2020 

THE SESSION MET via Zoom this past week.  We discussed how we are continuing to 

discover new, creative ways to provide ministry to you as members and friends of OCPC.  
Some are making phone calls, a couple have volunteered to shop or provide some meals, 
others have reached out with well-being check-ins.  We know this is a very difficult time for 
all us, taxing our spiritual, emotional, and mental wellbeing.  Please know we hold you in 
our prayers.  If you need a virtual visit, a phone call or some other pastoral care need, 
please feel free to contact Pastor Scott (pastor@ocpchurch.com or 608-417-0231) or any of 
the members of the Session:  Melanie Rumpf, Ann Febock, Mike Stitz, Renee Johnson, or 
Joe Leto.   

mailto:pastor@ocpchurch.com
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VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP TIME FOR OCPC ON THURSDAY, APRIL 23 AT 7 
PM! It is time we gather via Zoom to check in with one another.  You will be receiving an 

email invitation to join a Zoom meeting.  It will list it as our OCPC Fellowship Gathering.  In 
the email, you will find instructions on how to connect to the meeting.  It is very simple.  
You can join with audio and video or simply with audio. of the Session:  Melanie Rumpf, 
Ann Febock, Mike Stitz, Renee Johnson, or Joe Leto.   

 

April 14, 2020 
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APRIL 19 – HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY. No joke, folks!  As Jimmy Buffett sang: “If we 

didn’t laugh we would all go insane.”  Humor and laughter can lift our spirits even in the 
face of a pandemic and death, so we will once again share in our annual Holy Humor 
Sunday.   However, it will be a shortened service from the Hidden Farm Road Meadow.  So 
if you have any good jokes, send them to Pastor Scott:   pastor@ocpchurch.com   

      

SOME BACKGROUND ON HOLY HUMOR (BRIGHT) SUNDAY: "Many 

American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the early 
centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the 
Sunday after Easter.  For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries, 
the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday after Easter), was 
observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate 
Jesus' resurrection.  

Churches in 15th century Bavaria used to celebrate the Sunday after Easter as Risus 
Paschalis (‘God’s Joke,’ or ‘the Easter laugh’).  Priests would deliberately include amusing 
stories and jokes in their sermons in an attempt to make the faithful laugh.  After the 
service, people would gather together to play practical jokes on one another and tell funny 
stories.  It was their way of celebrating the resurrection of Christ – the supreme joke God 
played on Satan by raising Jesus from the dead. 

The observance of Risus Paschalis was officially outlawed by Pope Clement X in 
the 17th century.  Perhaps people were having too much fun.  

In the Orthodox tradition, people would gather on Easter Monday to tell jokes and funny 
stories, and to dance and eat together.   

mailto:pastor@ocpchurch.com
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Other traditions celebrate Laetare Sunday (also known as ‘Mothering Sunday’) on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent.  “Laetare” simply means ‘rejoice,’ and comes from the opening 
collect for that day: ‘Rejoice with joy, you that have been in sorrow.'  On this Sunday, the 
usual Lenten purple vestments and altar cloths are replaced by rose-coloured ones 
instead.  Flowers (not normally present during Lent) are also brought into the sanctuary. 

In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches and prayer groups 
to resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations and call it "Holy Humor Sunday," with the theme: 
"Jesus is the LIFE of the party.” Many churches from different traditions responded 
enthusiastically. Holy Humor Sunday services are bringing back large crowds to churches 
on a Sunday when church attendance typically drops dramatically.”  (The Joyful Newsletter 
and Re-Worship blog) 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE – LAKE RIPLEY CEMETERY 

 

THIS PAST SUNDAY, Pastor Scott, with the assistance of Shadow and Sam Marrese-

Wheeler, Live-Streamed our annual Easter Sunrise Service from the Lake Ripley Cemetery.  
While it was not the same as having you present, we did have to-date, 516 viewers join us 
on Facebook and YouTube.  If you were not able to join on Sunday, you can watch by 
clicking on this link:  https://youtu.be/QBrpMl5mdas 

 

https://youtu.be/QBrpMl5mdas
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: Thank you to everyone who contributed to this 

special offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  We were able to raise $75.  Donations 
may still be sent to the church. 

 

April 7, 2020 

 

HOLY WEEK AT OCPC 
This is a much different Holy Week.  However, there are plenty of opportunities for you 
and your family to join with the larger Christian Community in Cambridge and around the 
globe.   

Holy Week Readings on Tuesday and Wednesday at 7 p.m. via Zoom:  Rev. Staci Marrese-
Wheeler and the people of Lakeview Moravian and Glenwood Moravian Church invite you 
to join them Tuesday & Wednesday for the Holy Week readings via Zoom.  Here is the 
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Zoom invite.  Click on the link.  It will take you to the Zoom Meeting.  You will need to enter 
the “password” listed in each of the appropriate dates.  

 

Tuesday, April 7th Holy Week Reading  ZOOM Link: 
NOTE: There is now a meeting password. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/620779198?pwd=cDZ4aGFYdmJNSGxvZ1hyYmNiNjJqZz09  
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 620 779 198 
Password: 789321 

Wednesday, April 8th Holy Week Reading ZOOM Link: 
NOTE: There is now a meeting password. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/767184650?pwd=b3liem1zMUVBOGtxcVZ1VnJMV2pNUT09  
1-312-626-6799 
Meeting ID: 767 184 650 
Password: 008107 

Maundy Thursday:  While we will not be gathering in-person, you are invited to join 
Lakeview and Glenwood Moravian Churches for their Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m.   
or use this beautiful liturgy written by my colleague, Rev. Carol McDonald.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12a2AD6m84ls7HM-
CKw4z5RE2wGbTdS3viuwwlcj_NWM/edit?usp=sharing 

https://zoom.us/j/620779198?pwd=cDZ4aGFYdmJNSGxvZ1hyYmNiNjJqZz09
https://zoom.us/j/767184650?pwd=b3liem1zMUVBOGtxcVZ1VnJMV2pNUT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12a2AD6m84ls7HM-CKw4z5RE2wGbTdS3viuwwlcj_NWM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12a2AD6m84ls7HM-CKw4z5RE2wGbTdS3viuwwlcj_NWM/edit?usp=sharing


Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church April 28, 2020 Monthly Summary 

Page 14 

 

Good Friday:  Our traditional Cross Walk is canceled, you are invited to attend via the local 
Cambridge cable access channel, worship at Grace Lutheran Church at 7 p.m.  Rev. Jennifer 
Jelnick will lead this traditional (now non-traditional) Tenebrae Service.  It will also be Live-
Streamed on Grace Lutheran’s Facebook page.  Pastor Scott will also be sharing his Good 
Friday “Meditation in the Meadow” around 7 pm (weather permitting). 

 

 

Easter Sunday:  Pastor Scott will live-stream a special liturgy and message from the Lake 
Ripley Cemetery.  It will be in the morning, though the time may vary, and influenced by 
the weather.  He will also upload the service to YouTube for you to watch.   Watch for 
more details as we get closer to Sunday. 
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We Are Still OCPC and Providing Ministry! 
 

LAST SUNDAY, we held our first virtual Fellowship Time via Zoom.  Joining us were 

Mark Touhey, Judy Schroeder; Matt, Megan and Lydia Meier, Judy Pearson, Cheryl Stitz, 
Ralph Spaulding and Pastor Scott.  Watch for more Fellowship gatherings in the coming 
weeks.  You will receive a “Zoom” invite via an email from Ruth or Pastor Scott.  At the 
time listed, you can click on the link in the mail, and it will take you to the virtual gathering. 

 

 

“Do This In Remembrance of Me” 
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WHILE IT WAS NOT OUR TYPICAL FIRST SUNDAY of the month Communion 
service, we were able to celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper virtually, each in our 
own homes.   Pastor Scott, who you must say was “outstanding in his field or in his case, 
meadow), read Scripture from Mark 11:1-11, shared a brief meditation, offered the Great 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Words of Institution, and then invited people to break 
bread and share the cup each in their own homes.  Below is a picture shared by Kay and 
Stub Lund as they joined in Communion via video. 
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OUR CHURCH CALENDAR:   
(If you are able to volunteer to fill an opening, please call the church 608-423-3001.)   

The Worship Committee does its best to create this calendar, but doesn’t know everyone’s 
schedule.  If your name appears on a date you can’t serve, please try to trade with someone else 
or find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 

ALL IN-PERSON WORSHIP POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
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MILESTONES 
Birthdays 
        Lori Peterson Erickson ............... April 30 
        Jerry Mandli ................................. May 2 
        Karin Mandli ................................. May 3 
        Ken Bilstad ................................... May 4 
        Sandra Schimelpfenig .................. May 7 
        Randy Johnson ........................... May 20 
        Jack Spack .................................. May 21 
        Andy Rumpf ............................... May 25 

 
Anniversaries 
      Richard & Mary Trailer ................ May 11 
      Paul & Julie Anderson .................. May 19 
      Jerry & Cathy Thiltgen ................. May 20 
      Michael & Melanie Rumpf ........... May 31 
 
 

 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 

Betsy (friend & caretaker of Ken Bilstad)  Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Ron Guthery (father of Michelle Wagner) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy Pearson) 
Nancy Kristiansen 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 
 

The family of Pastor Scott on the death of his mother, and other families who are grieving 
the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been 
obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events 
 All office hours and events canceled until further notice! 

 

TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001  EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com  or  Pastor@OCPChurch.com  
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com    

 Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

mailto:Office@OCPChurch.com
mailto:Pastor@OCPChurch.com
http://www.ocpchurch.com/

