
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

2
nd

 Sunday of Easter – Holy Humor Sunday 

April 19, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

**The Music selections for this Sunday are from various artists. While none of them are 

hymns, they all contain the theme of “Laughter.”  Some are familiar songs from 

musicals, pop and country music, along with some new artists to us.  I hope you enjoy 

one or all of them!  And if you find one not to your liking, well, laugh it off, and find one 

you do or watch your favorite one again!   
 

Prelude  ................ “I Love to Laugh”  from “Mary Poppins”  https://youtu.be/BvAGNSJ7Wrc 
 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  In the face of a culture of death, a world of killing fields, a world of the walking dead 

Many:  Christ is at the head of the resurrection parade 
One:  transforming our tears of betrayal into tears of joy, 

Many:  giving us dancing shoes for the resurrection party 
One:  And this glittering joker, who has danced in the dragon’s jaws of death 

Many:  now dances with a dance that is full of nothing less than the fullness of God 
One:  this is the dance of the new creation 

Many:  this is the dance of life out of death 
One:  and in this dance all that was broken, all that was estranged, all that was alienated, all 

that was dislocated and disconnected 

Many:  is reconciled, comes home, is healed, and is made whole. 
One:  Let all of creation be filled with laughter, shouts of joy, as we join in the resurrection 

dance of new life!   
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*Opening Hymn   .......................................... “I Love to Laugh”  Sweet Honey in the Rock  

https://youtu.be/MT-B87EdS9Q 
 

*The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

One:  Let us pray… God of Fools, Lord of Clowns and Smiling Saints, we rejoice in this 

playful prayer that you are a God of laughter and of tears. Blessed are you, for you have 

rooted within us the gifts of humor, lightheartedness, and mirth, with jokes and comedy, 

Many:  you cause our hearts to sing as laughter is made to flow out of us. 
One:  We are grateful that your Son, Jesus, who was this world’s master of wit,  

Many:  daily invites us to be fools for your sake, to embrace the madness of your prophets, 

holy people, and saints. 
One:  We delight in holy madness which becomes the very medicine to heal the chaos of the 

cosmos since it calls each of us out of the hum-drumness of daily life  

Many:  into joy, adventure, and, most of all, into the resurrected life. 
One:  We, who are so easily tempted to barter our freedom for tiny speckles of honor and 

power, are filled with gratitude that your Son’s very life has reminded us  

Many:  to value only love, the communion with other persons and with you, and to balance 

honor with humor. 
One:  With circus bands and organ grinders,  

Many:  with fools, clowns, court-jesters, and comics,  
One:  with high-spirited angels and saints,  

Many:  we too join the fun and foolishness of life, so that your holy laughter may ring out 

to the edges of the universe. 
One:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, 

Many:  who invites us to be holy fools in your name!  Amen.   
 

*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  What is your favorite joke?  Could you email it to Pastor Scott – 

pastor@ocpchurch.com  ? 
 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message  .................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Blessing:  You are God’s beloved child.  With you God is well pleased. 
 

 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] 

One:  God, teach our hearts to laugh, as we listen to your joyful word, that still confounds us 

with such absurdities as - the camel attempting to squeeze through the eye of a needle, 

the person with a plank in their eye who tries to pluck a speck from a neighbor’s eye, 

the woman who on finding one lost coin, throws a party! 

Many:  In our listening to your Word, may we discover that what seems ridiculous to 

some, are truly the ways of your Kingdom within and around us!  Amen! 
 

The Scripture  Genesis 18:1-15 Readers Theatre (see below) 
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Narrator:  The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks* of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, 
and bowed down to the ground. He said, 

Abraham:  ‘My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be 
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 
have come to your servant.’ 

Narrator:  So they said, 

Strangers:  ‘Do as you have said.’ 

Narrator:  And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, 

Abraham:  ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ 

Narrator:  Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the 
servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that 
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while 
they ate.   They said to him, 

Strangers:  ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ 

Narrator:  And he said, 

Abraham:  ‘There, in the tent.’ 

Narrator:  Then one said, 

Stranger:  ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.’ 

Narrator:  And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner 
of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 

Sarah:  ‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?’ 

Narrator:  The Lord said to Abraham, 

The Lord (Stranger):  ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child, now that 
I am old?” Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, 
in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.’  

Narrator:  But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did not laugh,’ for she was afraid. He said, 

The Lord (Stranger):  ‘Oh yes, you did laugh.’ 
 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

The Special Music  ................................... “Make ‘em Laugh”  from “Singing in the Rain” 

  https://youtu.be/SND3v0i9uhE 
 

Sermon  .................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler  http://ocpchurch.com/files/134101575.pdf 
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“Meditations in the Meadow” by Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler available on the Oakland-
Cambridge Presbyterian Church Facebook page or on YouTube. 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRSUOp-wvfWwhyH6BXsP7UA?view_as=subscriber) 

 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection… 
 

We Respond to God’s Love 
 

*Affirmation of Faith [Responsive] ............................................. We Believe in Laughter 

One:  We believe with the Bible that 

Many:  “there is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
One:  We believe with Chrysostom that 

Many:  “laughter has been implanted in our souls.” 
One:  We believe with Aquinas that there is a time for 

Many:  “playful deeds and jokes.” 
One:  We believe with Luther that 

Many:  “You have as much laughter as you have faith.” 
One:  We believe with Calvin that 

Many:  “we are nowhere forbidden to laugh.” 
One:  We believe with Francis De Sales that 

Many:  “humor is a foundation for reconciliation.” 
One:  We believe with Kierkegaard that 

Many:  “Humor is intrinsic to Christianity.” 
One:  We believe with Chesterton that 

Many:  “A good joke is the closest thing we have to divine revelation.” 
One:  We believe with Bonhoeffer that 

Many:  “Ultimate seriousness is not without a dose of humor.” 
One:  We believe with Charles Schultz that 

Many:  “Humor is proof that everything is going to be all right with God nevertheless.” 
One:  We believe with Krister Stendhal that 

Many:  “humor, along with irony, forms a safeguard against idolatry.” 
One:  We believe with the Bible that 

Many:  “there is a time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
(Please share your prayer needs by emailing or calling Pastor Scott) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (for Holy Humor Sunday) 

Our Laughing One in heaven, let Your holy name be known, let Your kingdom come, 

and Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today the bread that we need, and 

forgive us our wrongs, and OK, we’ll forgive those who have done wrong to us, too.  Do 

not lead us into trial, but save us from the hatred and evil in our midst and own hearts.  

For we want Your Love alone to rule in our hearts. You have power to transform even 

deaths darkness into light and new life!  And in the light of Your smile is Your glory, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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Prayer Response  .... “Laughing With”  Regina Spektor  https://youtu.be/-pxRXP3w-sQ 

(This was a new song for Pastor Scott.  The lyrics are included at the end of 
the bulletin.) 

 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

**Please remember to send your offering to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian  
   Church, 313 E. Main Street, Cambridge, WI 53523 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn  ........... “Laughter in the Rain”  Neil Sedaka  https://youtu.be/MtIibcNDQ6o 
 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  The Laughing One called us together 

Many:  so we could share in the laughter of life. 
One:  The Laughing One sends us out, 

Many:  to carry the joy of life and love to the world. 

One:  Go out to laugh, to live to love. And when you hear a good joke... 

Many:  remember that sharing is a great thing! 

One:  May the God of Isaac, that is “laughter," the Christ, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross and the Spirit of Joy be with you both now and forever. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

Postlude  ................... “Live, Laugh, Love”  by Clay Walker  https://youtu.be/H5JVzXGELDg  
 


 
 

The liturgy this morning is from:  The Call to Worship ~ excerpted from targum 2: 
subversive poetry in a postmodern world col 1:15-20, published in Colossians 
Remixed: Subverting The Empire by Sylvia C. Keesmaat and Brian J. Walsh.  
Posted on Jonny Baker’s Worship Tricks website; The Opening Prayer was written 
by Edward Hays in Pray All Ways: A Book for Daily Worship Using All Your 
Senses; The Affirmation of Faith was compiled by Rev. Chris Anderson; The 
Lord’s Prayer ~ adapted from re-Worship and Oakton United Methodist Church; 
The Sending ~ posted on God is Still Laughing website. 

 

 

“Laughing With” by Regina Spektor  
 

No one laughs at God in a hospital 
No one laughs at God in a war 
No one's laughing at God when they're starving or freezing or so very poor 
No one laughs at God when the doctor calls after some routine tests 
No one's laughing at God 
When it's gotten real late and their kid's not back from the party yet 
No one laughs at God when their airplane start to uncontrollably shake 
No one's laughing at God 
When they see the one they love, hand in hand with someone else 
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And they hope that they're mistaken 
No one laughs at God 
When the cops knock on their door and they say we got some bad news, sir 
No one's laughing at God when there's a famine or fire or flood 
But God can be funny 
At a cocktail party when listening to a good God-themed joke, or 
Or when the crazies say He hates us 
And they get so red in the head you think they're 'bout to choke 
God can be funny 
When told he'll give you money if you just pray the right way 
And when presented like a genie who does magic like Houdini 
Or grants wishes like Jiminy Cricket and Santa Claus 
God can be so hilarious, ha ha 
Ha ha 
No one laughs at God in a hospital 
No one laughs at God in a war 
No one's laughing at God 
When they've lost all they've got and they don't know what for 
No one laughs at God on the day they realize 
That the last sight they'll ever see is a pair of hateful eyes 
No one's laughing at God when they're saying their goodbyes 
But God can be funny 
At a cocktail party when listening to a good God-themed joke, or 
Or when the crazies say He hates us 
And they get so red in the head you think they're 'bout to choke 
God can be funny 
When told he'll give you money if you just pray the right way 
And when presented like a genie who does magic like Houdini 
Or grants wishes like Jiminy Cricket and Santa Claus 
God can be so hilarious 
No one laughs at God in a hospital 
No one laughs at God in a war 
No one laughs at God in a hospital 
No one laughs at God in a war 
No one laughing at God in hospital 
No one's laughing at God in a war 
No one's laughing at God when they're starving or freezing or so very poor 
No one's laughing at God 
No one's laughing at God 
No one's laughing at God, we're all laughing with God 

 

 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 
There will be no in-person worship until May at the earliest. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Betsy (friend and caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Ron Guthery (father of Michelle Wagner) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy Pearson) 
Nancy Kristiansen 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-
hunting, health, or relationship problems. 

The family of Pastor Scott on the death of his mother, and other families who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 
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FEBRUARY 2020 Update 
 
 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry is open for households needing food on Monday evenings 
from 5:30 p.m. till 7:00 p.m. to come and shop. Office hours are Monday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., Wednesday 9:00 to noon and Thursday 8:00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m.   
 

 
 

FOOD NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY – Currently we can use the following 
items at the pantry: Detergent to wash clothes, Paper Towel, Shampoo and Conditioner, 
Ramen Noodles, Ketchup, Crackers all kinds, Hearty Soups, Pancake Mix and Syrup.  
There are drop-off bins outside the CHS and Nikolay School buildings. 
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson, 
Class of 2021:  Melanie Rumpf 
Class of 2022:  Joe Leto, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson 
Class of 2021:  Judy Schroeder, Cheryl Stitz 
Class of 2022:  Cheryl Bettenhausen 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
 

How many evangelists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Only one, but the bulb must repent of its darkness and be willing to be changed. 
 

How many liberals does it take to change a light bulb? 

Ten, but they will need to debate whether or not the bulb actually exists. Even then they still may not 
change it, for fear of alienating those who use florescent bulbs. 
 

How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb? 

None. God has predestined when the lights will be on and off. 
 

How many Mennonites does it take to change a light bulb? 

One hundred and sixty: 40 people in the light bulb selection committee; 40 people in the light bulb 
purchasing committee; 40 people in the light socket location committee, and 40 people in the 
electricity modulator committee. 
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How many Roman Catholics does it take to change a light bulb? 

None. They use candles. 
 

How many Pentecostals does it take to change a light bulb? 

Ten: one to change the bulb, and nine to pray against the darkness. 
 

How many Charismatics does it take to change a light bulb? 

Three: one to cast it out, and two more to catch it as it falls.  
Alternate answer: Only one: hands were already in the air. 
 

How many Baptists does it take to change a light bulb? 

At least 15. One to change the light bulb, and two or three committees to approve the change. Oh, 
and also one to provide a casserole. 
 

How many Independent Baptists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Only one, because any more than that would be Ecumenicalism. 
 

How many Nazarenes does it take to change a light bulb? 

Six:  One woman to replace the bulb while five men review church lighting policy. 
 

How many Anglicans/Episcopalians does it take to change a light bulb? 

Three. One to call the electrician, one to mix the drinks and one to talk about how much better the 
old one was. 
 

How many Methodists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Undetermined.  Whether your light is bright, dull, or completely out, you are loved. You can be a light 
bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb.  Bring a bulb of your choices to the Sunday lighting service and a 
covered dish to pass. 
 

How many Mormons does it take to change a light bulb? 

Five. One man to change the bulb, and four wives to tell him how to do it. 
 

How many Unitarians does it take to change a light bulb? 

We choose not to make a statement either in favor of or against the need for a light bulb. However, if 
in your own journey you have found that light bulbs work for you, that is fine. You are invited to write 
a poem or compose a modern dance about your personal relationship with your light bulb, and 
present it next month at our annual Light Bulb Sunday Service, in which we will explore a number of 
light bulb traditions, including incandescent, fluorescent, three-way, long-life and tinted, all of which 
are equally valid paths to luminescence. 
 

How many TV evangelists does it take to change a light bulb? 

One.  But for the message of light to continue, send in your donation today. 
 

How many Amish does it take to change a light bulb? 

What's a light bulb?? 

 

How many guitar-playing worship leaders does it take to change a light bulb? 

One.  But soon all those around can warm up to its glowing. 
 

— from various online sources. 
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