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To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, 

January 28, 2020 

 

“I was hungry and you fed me.  Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you?  When 
you did it to the least of these, you did it to me!”  (Matthew 25:31-46) 

Did you know: 48 million Americans live in poverty? 
Did you know: 1 in 7 Americans face hunger every day? 
Did you know:  More than 630,000 people in the United States are homeless? 
Did you know:  23% of those struggling with food scarcity and homelessness went to 

college? 
Did you know: that 16 million children live in food insecure households? 
Did you know:   that food scarcity is on the increase in the Cambridge area, including our 

own schools?   
Did you know that many school districts across our state and around the nation have 

programs that seek to provide nutritious bags of non-perishable food for the growing 
number of students who face food scarcity in their homes?   

Did you know many high schools and colleges now have food pantries? 
Did you know that the need in the Cambridge schools has grown to 95 students.  
Did you know that public funding for schools and community agencies that work to address 

these growing needs? 

Want to learn more:  https://www.nokidhungry.org/who-we-are/hunger-
facts?gclid=CjwKCAiA1L_xBRA2EiwAgcLKA3z9sTkffj3Vpf4UbLrui1vuAKR2xMvsRFC3SB1rQ9
mmsMUqtx6FAxoC4rYQAvD_BwE  

This Sunday, our reflection and discussion will focus on the issue of food scarcity, and our 
call as followers of Jesus, to actively address this growing issue in our schools, community, 
and churches.  How do we as the people of God, address this growing issue through our 
worship, education and public advocacy?   Join us as we gather to reflect, discuss, share 
and then break bread at the table of our Lord Jesus.   

https://www.nokidhungry.org/who-we-are/hunger-facts?gclid=CjwKCAiA1L_xBRA2EiwAgcLKA3z9sTkffj3Vpf4UbLrui1vuAKR2xMvsRFC3SB1rQ9mmsMUqtx6FAxoC4rYQAvD_BwE
https://www.nokidhungry.org/who-we-are/hunger-facts?gclid=CjwKCAiA1L_xBRA2EiwAgcLKA3z9sTkffj3Vpf4UbLrui1vuAKR2xMvsRFC3SB1rQ9mmsMUqtx6FAxoC4rYQAvD_BwE
https://www.nokidhungry.org/who-we-are/hunger-facts?gclid=CjwKCAiA1L_xBRA2EiwAgcLKA3z9sTkffj3Vpf4UbLrui1vuAKR2xMvsRFC3SB1rQ9mmsMUqtx6FAxoC4rYQAvD_BwE
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Today!  Tuesday, January 28  5-6:30 PM 
Cambridge High School Cafeteria 

THE “EVERYBODY EATS—CHILI BOWL FUNDRAISER” will be held today, 

Tuesday, January 28th at the Cambridge high school cafeteria from 5-6:30. We will be 
serving chili, chicken noodle soup, fresh baked cornbread, salad, and dessert. Bowls made 
by students and local artists will also be for sale. All proceeds will help ensure that all of 
our meal insecure students (approx. 40) will be able to eat nutritious meals without 
worrying about negative account balances. 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING is dedicated to tackling all of the issues that exist in your 

communities, including poverty, hunger and homelessness.  Last year OCPC raised $153 
and 49 food items for our local food pantry as a part of the national Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday.  Started by the youth of the Springfield Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina as a way to raise awareness of food scarcity facing far too many people in our 
nation on a day when Americans consume the second most amount of food (Thanksgiving 
being the first).  The Souper Bowl of Caring has grown into a national event on Super Bowl 
Sunday.  We invite you to donate to this cause with either a financial gift or food items.  All 
donations are shared with our local food pantry.  Items currently needed are: Pancake Mix 
and Syrup, Ketchup, Cereal, Ramen Noodles, Hearty Soups, Deodorant, Shampoo and 
Conditioner, Tooth Paste, Toilet Tissue, Paper Towel.  Thank you!   

 

FEBRUARY 2—SOUPER BOWL OF CARING AND SOUP LUNCHEON… We will 

also have our annual soup lunch provided by Mike and Cheryl Stitz following worship!    
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THANK YOU to everyone who dropped off their Piggly Wiggly receipts for us.  The total 

submitted for the last 6 months earned us $150 in local mission funds!  Please continue to 
collect those receipts for this ongoing mission project.  

 

 
 

COMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 – Mardi Gras Celebration and Jazz Worship 

complete with a King Cake and other treats!   

 

ASHES-TO-GO ON ASH WEDNESDAY (FEBRUARY 26)… Pastor Scott will once 

again be joining with some of the Cambridge area clergy to mark the beginning of Lent 
with “Ashes to Go” on February 26 in Downtown Cambridge.  Watch for more information 
about this Ash Wednesday event.   
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AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES  Caring.com is a leading senior care 

resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging 
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The 
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as 
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.  
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in 
Wisconsin:  (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin) 

 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY… As we head into the winter weather months, the 

Session would remind you of inclement weather policy.  If due to bad weather we need to 
cancel worship, we will post to our Facebook page, send out an email, and make calls to 
those who do not use the internet.  Please make sure to check your email, Facebook page 
or answering machine on a Sunday morning if there is heavy snow, extreme cold, or ice.  

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE:  We are looking to update our Church Directory.  

While many of you still have the same contact information, occasionally mailing addresses, 
emails or phone numbers change.  We will have a copy of our current directory on the 
table in the Fellowship Hall.  Please check your information, writing “Same” beside it, or if 
it has changed, share your updated information beside your name.  Also please include 
the month and day of your birthday in the listing.  You may also contact Ruth in the 
church office with your information.   

 

January 21, 2020 

 

“Who then is this, that even the wind and sea obey him?”  (Mark 4:41) 

http://caring.com/
https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin
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What is the future of the “Church”?  In this day and age, fewer people attend worship 
on a Sunday.  Many congregations, including our own lament this visible fact.  Sunday 
mornings were once sacred time for people to attend the church of their choice.  Now, 
Sunday morning is filled with lots of competing activities vying for people’s time.  Youth 
sports, family events, travel, work, and recreational activities are just some of the things 
that compete with worship.  These things, coupled with the fact that people no longer feel 
pressured to attend worship on a Sunday, and those that do, no longer feel the need to be 
there every week, have caused congregations to struggle to remain viable, ours included. 

While we have a solid financial base thanks to the strength of Wall Street, our membership 
continues to age (including your pastor), and decline in numbers for all sorts of reasons. 
This is not unique to us.  All churches, regardless of denomination or size, are facing 
declining numbers.   Our buildings are also aging, taking more and more of a congrega-
tion’s resources to maintain the structure and keep the doors open and pay a staff.  They 
all want to attract younger people, but there are fewer of them.  Couples delay marriage, 
putting off having families.  When and if they choose, they are having fewer children.  We 
could talk about creative ways to attract people, and we should, but to what end? 

What does it mean to be the church today?  Do we need buildings to be the church?  Is 
there a way to repurpose our building, sharing ownership of it with a business or non-
profit?  There are no easy answers to these questions, which are being asked in many 
houses of worship today. 

This Sunday, January 26, we will gather for worship and our annual meeting, exploring 
these important faith questions as we look back on our year past, while seeking to follow 
Jesus into an unknown future.  Like the disciples in the boat, the storms are howling, the 
waters seem as if they could sink us, we all tremble in fear for our future.  Do we trust 
Jesus enough to be with us, through these turbulent times, calming the waters, and leading 
us to the other side?   

 

 

JANUARY 26 WORSHIP AND ANNUAL MEETING WITH POTLUCK MEAL… 
On Sunday, January 26, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for worship and share a meal 
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together around tables.  This year, we will have a slideshow, looking back on a few of our 
ministry and mission events, while looking at some of our building and grounds and 
cemetery projects, the ability to look back on the year.  The Session will present the 2020 
Budget (not much different than the 2019), hear the report of the Nomination Committee 
to elect Cheryl Bettenhausen to fill the vacant position of Deacon, elect Members-At-Large 
for the 2020 Nominating Committee, and tend to any other business.  Please bring a dish-
to-share with the congregation. 

 

      

THIS PAST SUNDAY, we shared in the Ordination of Joe Leto to the office of Ruling 

Elder.  Joe and Mike Stitz were then installed as new Session members for the Class of 
2022.  We also explored what Baptism means while reaffirming our Baptismal vows.    

 

January 14, 2020 

 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY… As we head into the winter weather months, the 

Session would remind you of inclement weather policy.  If due to bad weather we need 
to cancel worship, we will post to our Facebook page, send out an email, and make calls 
to those who do not use the internet.  Please make sure to check your email, Facebook 
page or answering machine on a Sunday morning if there is heavy snow, extreme cold, or 
ice.  
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“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’”  Mark 1:9-11 

 
January 19 – The Baptism of Jesus with Renewal of Baptism Vows… Due to the 

cancelation of our January 12 worship, we will be using our planned worship order 
and liturgy for this Sunday.  Please note, that the entire service will be in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Fellowship refreshments will be served during the second part of 
worship as we join in our discussion around the story of Jesus’ baptism and the 
following questions we ask when we baptize, exploring together what they mean 
for us today: 

1. Do you renounce evil and its power in the world, which defies God’s justice and 
love? 

2. Do you renounce the ways of sin that separate you from the love of God? 

3. Do you turn to Jesus Christ, and accept him as your Lord and Savior? 

4. Do you intend to be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word, and showing his 
love, to your life’s end? 

 
 

“THANK YOU” to the people who decided to “beat the snowstorms, and took down the 

Christmas decorations on Friday, January 10! 
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January 7, 2020 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make our sanctuary look beautiful for the Advent 
and Christmas season!  We will be taking down the decorations on Saturday, January 11 

at 9 a.m.  Your help would be most appreciated!  Also, please TAKE YOUR 
POINSETTIAS HOME. 
 
 

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE…  

 

Worship in the New Decade!  As we enter into the new year and a new decade, we will 
begin our Narrative Lectionary journey through the Gospel of Mark.  During the 
months of January and February, we will be trying a new worship style, though one 
that is not totally unfamiliar to us.  Each Sunday morning, we will begin worship in 
the Sanctuary.   During the time of Two+ as we greet one another, we will move into 
the Fellowship Hall, gathering around the tables for the Sermon/Discussion, 
concluding worship in this space.  Instead of the traditional sermon format, using 
our new technology, Pastor Scott will invite us through images and videos to explore 
our calling as Followers of Jesus the Christ who are a part of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA).  Fellowship food and coffee will be served during this more causal, 
conversational style of worship.   
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January 12 – The Baptism of Jesus.  We will be exploring the meaning of baptism in 

both Mark’s and in our own lives as followers of Jesus. 

 
 

“The sacrament of baptism, the sign and seal of God’s grace and our response, is the 
foundational recognition of Christian commitment. It is appropriately celebrated following 
the reading and the proclaiming of the Word, and shall include statements concerning the 
biblical meaning of baptism, the responsibility to be assumed by those desiring baptism for 
themselves or their children and the nurture to be undertaken by the church.”  (Directory 
of Worship - PCUSA) 

If you are interested in reading more about the meaning of baptism in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), please click on this link.  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/faq/faq-
baptism/  

 

“THANK YOU” to everyone who contributed to the Christmas Joy Offering.  We 

collected a total of $220.00. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/faq/faq-baptism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/faq/faq-baptism/
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ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK LUNCH – January 26 following 
worship.  Committee chairs… please bring all annual reports to the office AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE!  Thank you to those who brought theirs in early this week. 

 

 
OUR CHURCH CALENDAR:   
(If you are able to volunteer to fill an opening, please call the church 608-423-3001.)   

The Worship Committee does its best to create this calendar, but doesn’t know everyone’s 
schedule.  If your name appears on a date you can’t serve, please try to trade with someone else 
or find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 Sunday, February 2 – Souper Bowl of Caring 
10:00 a.m. Worship and communion  
   Communion Servers:  OPEN 
   Liturgist:  Randy Johnson 
   Ushers/Greeters:  Cheryl & Al Bettenhausen 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Souper Bowl Sunday – Fellowship Committee 

 Sunday, February 9 – 
10:00 a.m. Worship  
   Liturgist:  OPEN 
   Ushers/Greeters:  Lori & Bruce Erickson 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Kris & Virgil Runge; Angela Wurtz 
11:00 a.m. Session 

 Saturday, February 15  
9:30 a.m. John Knox Presbytery meeting at Covenant PC, Madison 

 Sunday, February 16  
10:00 a.m. Worship  
   Liturgist:  OPEN 
   Ushers/Greeters:  Kay & Stan Lund 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Linda Porter 
11:00 a.m. Deacons 
 

 Sunday, February 23 – Mardi Gras Celebration  
10:00 a.m. Worship  
   Liturgist:  OPEN 
   Ushers/Greeters:  OPEN 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Mare Stewart—Renee Roland Johnson & Ann Febock 

 Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday  
7:00 – 9:00 a.m. Ashes-to-Go in Downtown Cambridge 
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MILESTONES 
Birthdays 
        Judy Schroeder ..................... January 29 
        Libby Porter .......................... February 3 
        Michael Kennedy .................. February 5 
        Megan Meier ........................ February 5 
        Cori Traeder .......................... February 6 
        Mary Olson ........................... February 8 
        Tyce Bettenhausen ............. February 12 

        Jenine Spack ........................ February 14 
        Jeremy Porter ..................... February 15 
        Ruth Poole .......................... February 20 
        Virgil Runge ......................... February 27 
 
Anniversaries 
       Jack & Jenine Spack ............. February 11 

 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 

Betsy (friend & caretaker of Ken Bilstad)  Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece  
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 
 

Families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been 
obtained from those listed or their families. 
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STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events 
 Pastoral Office Hours – Generally 9:00 a.m. to Noon Tuesdays 

 Business Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. to Noon Monday through Thursday 

 Sundays – 10:00 a.m. Worship;  
                    Communion first Sunday of each month  
                    Sunday School 10:00 a.m. on 2nd & 4th Sundays from September through May 
                    Fellowship & Refreshment following worship service each week. 

 Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 8:30 a.m. – OA 

 Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – AA 

 Second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at noon – Community Activities Program 
Senior Meal 

TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001  EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com  or  Pastor@OCPChurch.com  
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com    

 Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

mailto:Office@OCPChurch.com
mailto:Pastor@OCPChurch.com
http://www.ocpchurch.com/

