Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church

Dec. 31, 2019 Monthly Summary

To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church,

December 31, 2019

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
The Year as a House: A Blessing
By Jan Richardson
The Painted Prayerbook blog
https://paintedprayerbook.com/2009/12/31/epiphany-blessing-the-house/

Think of the year
as a house:
door flung wide
in welcome,
threshold swept
and waiting,
a graced spaciousness
opening and offering itself
to you.
Let it be blessed
in every room.
Let it be hallowed
in every corner.
Let every nook
be a refuge
and every object
set to holy use.
Let it be here
that safety will rest.
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Let it be here
that health will make its home.
Let it be here
that peace will show its face.
Let it be here
that love will find its way.
Here
let the weary come
let the aching come
let the lost come
let the sorrowing come.
Here
let them find their rest
and let them find their soothing
and let them find their place
and let them find their delight.
And may it be
in this house of a year
that the seasons will spin in beauty,
and may it be
in these turning days
that time will spiral with joy.
And may it be
that its rooms will fill
with ordinary grace
and light spill from every window
to welcome the stranger home.
—Jan Richardson

Wherever you make your home, may it be blessed, and may you enter
this Epiphany and the coming year in peace.

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our sanctuary look beautiful for the Advent
and Christmas season! We will be taking down the decorations on Saturday, January 11
at 9 a.m. Your help would be most appreciated! Also, please TAKE YOUR

POINSETTIAS HOME.
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Thank you to everyone who provided special music for our Christmas Services: The
Briddell Family, Mare Stewart, Grace Leto, Sam Marrese-Wheeler, Marian Korth, and
Angie Williams!

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE…
January 5 – Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany Sunday is traditionally known as the Three
Kings Sunday. The story of the Magi is told in Matthew 2. The liturgical season of
Epiphany, which follows Christmas, is about our own journey into the “Light.”
Together we discover more of who this Jesus of Nazareth is and why we follow him.
We will do this through reading through all of the Gospel of Mark over the coming
weeks leading up to Easter and the Resurrection. As we begin our journey, we will
instantly discover that the Mark’s Gospel does not begin with a birth story. Rather,
the writer introduces us to Jesus as he begins his ministry as an adult.
Worship in the New Decade! As we enter into the new year and a new decade, we will
begin our Narrative Lectionary journey through the Gospel of Mark. During the
months of January and February, we will be trying a new worship style, though one
that is not totally unfamiliar to us. Each Sunday morning, we will begin worship in
the Sanctuary. During the time of Two+ as we greet one another, we will move into
the Fellowship Hall, gathering around the tables for the Sermon/Discussion,
concluding worship in this space. Instead of the traditional sermon format, using
our new technology, Pastor Scott will invite us through images and videos to explore
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our calling as Followers of Jesus the Christ who are a part of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Fellowship food and coffee will be served during this more causal,
conversational style of worship.
January 12 – The Baptism of Jesus. We will be exploring the meaning of baptism in
both Mark’s and in our own lives as followers of Jesus.

ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK LUNCH – January 26 following
worship. Committee chairs… please submit all annual reports by this coming Sunday,
January 5.

WINTER WEATHER POLICY… As we head into the winter weather months, the
Session would remind you of inclement weather policy. If due to bad weather we need to
cancel worship, we will post to our Facebook page, send out an email, and make calls to
those who do not use the internet. Please make sure to check your email, Facebook page
or answering machine. There may also be a rare occasion when, due to poor driving
conditions, Pastor Scott is unable to make it safely out to Cambridge. On those Sundays,
he will share his sermon with an Elder to read and worship will go on as scheduled.

AGING AND SENIOR CARE RESOURCES Caring.com is a leading senior care
resource for family caregivers seeking information and support as they care for aging
parents, spouses and other loved ones. They have been featured by AARP, The
Administration for Community Living, The National Legal Resource Center, and Forbes, as
well as referenced by many governmental agencies and organizations across the Internet.
The following is a link to their Senior Care and Assisted Living Guide for communities in
Wisconsin: (https://www.caring.com/senior-living/assisted-living/wisconsin)

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER: Currently we can use
Pancake Mix and Syrup, Ketchup, Cereal, Ramen Noodles, Hearty Soups, Deodorant,
Shampoo and Conditioner, Tooth Paste, Toilet Tissue, Paper Towel. Thank you!

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE: We are looking to update our Church Directory.
While many of you still have the same contact information, occasionally mailing addresses,
emails or phone numbers change. We will have a copy of our current directory on the
table in the Fellowship Hall. Please check your information, writing “Same” beside it, or if
it has changed, share your updated information beside your name. Also please include
the month and day of your birthday in the listing. You may also contact Ruth in the
church office with your information.
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December 24, 2019

Christmas Eve Worship at 5 PM Service We invite you, your family and friends to join
us for our service of Lessons and Carols, Communion and Candlelight. Special music
will be provided by Marian Korth (organ and piano), Mare Stewart (Flute solos), and
Sam Marrese-Wheeler (guitar and vocals). .

Sunday, December 29 – First Sunday after Christmas – Join us as we listen to the
sounds of the season via “Christmas at Luther College.”
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Church Office Holiday Schedule: Ruth will be off from December 24-27. Pastor Scott is
on vacation from December 25-January 4.

THANK YOU: To Anna Febock, Jo Kubina, Melanie Rumpf, Jenine Spack, Ralph
Spaulding, Bill and Patty Strohbusch for delivering Meals on Wheels for December 9--20.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

December 17, 2019

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday, December 22 – Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love) - We will be exploring various
artists’ interpretations of the Nativity found in different countries and cultures.
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Haitian Madonna and Child by Ismael Saincilus

We will also be blessed with special Christmas music will provided by the Briddell
family of McFarland. Weekly, the Briddell family can be found sitting in one of our
pews. Okay, the pew is now in their home music studio. Andrew Briddell is the
Superintendent of McFarland Schools. He and his wife, Beth, met while playing in
the Indiana University Marching Hoosiers! Don’t worry, Badger fans, he got his
Doctorate at the UW! Trivia - Andrew was offered the job of directing the Purdue
University Orchestra, dealing so he could become a Badger! Their oldest daughter,
Nora, is a Freshman at Lawrence University, majoring in Cello. Middle daughter,
Katherine, a Sophomore at McFarland High School, plays the Viola and is, as was her
sister, a member of the Wisconsin Youth Symphony. Jacob, a Freshman at MHS,
plays the trumpet in the jazz band. They will be sharing some holiday music with us
as a part of our worship on December 22.
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CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER OF MARCH FOR OUR LIVES held a
Candlelight Vigil of Remembrance last Saturday at OCPC to mark the 7th anniversary of the
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial
support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.
More information about the Christmas Joy Offering can be found in the church bulletins or
on the web site below. https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/

December 10, 2019

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.” (Isaiah 35:1)
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday, December 15 – Third Sunday of Advent (Joy)…Christmas pageants are always a
wonderful event in the life of congregations, bringing joy to all. This Sunday, we will
participate in an intergenerational pageant and storytelling. It is sure to bring a
smile to your face and joy to your heart.

CAMBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL CHAPTER OF MARCH FOR OUT LIVES is holding
a Candlelight Vigil of Remembrance this Saturday, December 14 at 4 pm at OaklandCambridge Presbyterian Church to mark the 7th anniversary of the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting. They invite you, your family and the community to join them. Pastor
Scott has been asked by the students to participate.
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ADVENT PHOTO-OF-THE-DAY… Several of our OCPC family enjoy taking pictures
with their phones, Pastor Scott included. Here is an opportunity to reflect on our Advent
journey while using your phone camera. Rethink Church
(http://www.rethinkchurch.org/articles/recent-posts/advent-photo-a-day-2019), shared
the following information about this spiritual Advent practice. Pastor Scott invites you to
join him. You can share your picture related to that particular days Advent word on our
OCPC Facebook page (Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church or (@OCPCambridge) or
email Pastor Scott at pastor@ocpchurch.com
Pause. Reflect. Prepare. Repeat.
Advent is the season leading up to Christmas. It is 24 days of preparation. This year,
we're inviting you to prepare by hitting the "pause" button... daily.
We offer a practice for the Advent season that we hope is more meaningful and
rewarding than it is hard: Our Advent Photo-a-Day Challenge. Each day during the
season of Advent, we'll post a word for reflection. Take a moment (or several
moments) of pause and reflection, then share a response to that word through a
picture. Post your picture on social media with #RethinkChurch.
Don't worry if you miss a day or two--there's no failing this challenge. We just hope to
provide a gift of added meaning to this special season.
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PIGGLY WIGGLY RECEIPTS: Piggly Wiggly receipts are due at the church on Sunday,
December 15. The monies received from the Piggly Wiggly receipts will be used to support
the local food pantries.

OUR CHURCH CALENDAR:
(If you are able to volunteer to fill an opening, please call the church 608-423-3001.)
The Worship Committee does its best to create this calendar, but doesn’t know everyone’s
schedule. If your name appears on a date you can’t serve, please try to trade with someone else
or find a replacement. Thank you!

 Sunday, January 5 ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
10:00 a.m. Worship & Communion
Communion Servers: OPEN
Liturgist: Grace Leto
Ushers/Greeters: OPEN
Fellowship Hosts: Judy Schroeder & Mark Touhey
 Saturday, January 11 –
9:00 a.m. Remove Christmas Decorations
 Sunday, January 12 –
10:00 a.m. Worship
Liturgist: OPEN
Ushers/Greeters: OPEN
Fellowship Hosts: Melanie Rumpf
11:00 a.m. – Session
 Sunday, January 19 ANNUAL REPORTS AVAILABLE
10:00 a.m. Worship
Liturgist: OPEN
Ushers/Greeters: OPEN
Fellowship Hosts: Sylvia & Larry Jensen
11:00 a.m. – Deacons
 Sunday, January 26 –
10:00 a.m. Worship
Liturgist: OPEN
Ushers/Greeters: OPEN
Fellowship Hosts: Fellowship Committee
11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting Followed by a potluck meal.
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MILESTONES
Birthdays
Amber Rumpf.......................... January 3
Monty Pearson ..................... January 10
Clay Rumpf ............................ January 12
Maxwell Rumpf ..................... January 13
Shelby Kelter ......................... January 16
Melanie Rumpf ..................... January 16

Cathy Thiltgen ....................... January 16
Margaret Hawkins ................ January 20
Sam Marrese-Wheeler.......... January 27
Judy Schroeder ..................... January 29
Anniversaries
JANUARY ........................................ NONE

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK —
Betsy (friend & caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd.
Judy Brandt
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch)
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece (born July 11 to his nephew, Heath, &
Heath’s wife, Samantha)
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins)
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson)
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina)
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack)
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson)
The families of Don Brown (husband of Barb Brown); Georgia Bankson (mother of Lori
Peterson); Vivian Olson and other families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church
office or contact the pastor. Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been
obtained from those listed or their families.

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events




Pastoral Office Hours – Generally 9:00 a.m. to Noon Tuesdays
Business Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. to Noon Monday through Thursday
Sundays – 10:00 a.m. Worship;
Communion first Sunday of each month
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. on 2nd & 4th Sundays from September through May
Fellowship & Refreshment following worship service each week.
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 8:30 a.m. – OA
 Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – AA
 Second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at noon – Community Activities Program
Senior Meal
TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001 EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com
Visit us on Facebook: Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church
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