
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

2
nd

 Sunday of Christmas 

January 5, 2020   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements of Our Church Life and Ministry  
 

The Centering Song PH # 322  NEW LYRICS! ......................... “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, move among us all;  

Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love;   

Humble, caring, selfless, sharing.  Spirit of the living God, move among us all. 
 

 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  .......................................................................... Grace Leto 
One:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  Arise! Shine! 

Many:  God's light has come to reveal The Way in this New Year. 

One:  Arise! Shine! 

Many:  The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

One:  Arise! Shine! 

Many:  God’s light penetrates the darkness that covers the world. 

One:  Arise! Shine! 

Many:  Nations shall come to God’s light and kings to the brightness of God’s dawn. 

One:  Arise! Shine! 

Many:  For the Glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
 

*Opening Hymn PH # 68  ................................ “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” 
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*The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

One:  Let us pray… On Epiphany Sunday, we are still the people walking.  

Many:  We are still people in the dark and the darkness looms large around us, 

One:  beset as we are by fear, anxiety, brutality, gun violence, loss and a dozen alienations we 

cannot manage. 

Many:  We are, we could be, people of your light 

One:  So we pray for the light of your glorious presence as we wait for your appearing. 

Many:  We pray for the light of your wondrous grace as we exhaust our coping capacity 

One:  We pray for your gift of newness that will override our weariness 

Many:  We pray that we may see and know and hear and trust in your good rule. 

One:  That we may have energy, courage, and freedom to enact your rule through the 

demands of this day and every day. 

Many:  We submit our day to you and to your rule, with deep joy and high hope.  Amen. 
 

*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  How did you celebrate the new year? 
 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message  .................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Blessing:  You are God’s beloved child.  With you God is well pleased. 
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] ............................................................. Grace Leto 

One:  Let us pray... God, you reach into our lives not through instruction, but story. 

Many:  Open our hearts to be attentive: that seeing, we may perceive, and hearing, we may 

understand, and understanding, may act upon your Living Word, that still speaks 

to us and lives within us and among us.  Amen. 
 

Building a Bridge from the Baby in Bethlehem to the Toddler in Nazareth  
 

The Scripture  Matthew 2:1-23 Readers Theatre (see below) 
 

Narrator:  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, Magi 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

Magi (Congregation):  ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 

Narrator:  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 

Chief Priests:  ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

Prophet (Congregation):  “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.”’ 
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Narrator:  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

Herod:  ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 

Narrator:  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, 

Angel:  ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 

Narrator:  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

Prophet (Congregation):  ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

Narrator:  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the Magi, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the Magi. Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

Prophet (Congregation):  ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no 
more.’ 

Narrator:  When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt and said, 

Angel:  ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 

Narrator:  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away 
to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 

Prophet (Congregation):  ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 
 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
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Sermon  ............................................................................................ Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection…  
 

We Respond to God’s Love 
 

The Special Music “Home by Another Way” by James Taylor 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

Offertory Music  
 

*Offertory Response PH # 332 (verse 1) ......................................... “Live Into Hope” 

Live into hope of captives freed, Of sight regained, the end of greed.   

The oppressed shall be the first to see The year of God's own jubilee! 
 

*Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving [In Unison]  ................................... Grace Leto 

Let the just rejoice, for their Justifier is born. Let the sick and infirm rejoice, for their 

Healer is born. Let the captives rejoice, for their Redeemer is born. Let the oppressed 

rejoice, for their Liberator is born.  Let all the World rejoice, for Emmanuel is born. 

Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Invitation to the Table  
 

One:  Friends, Like the Magi, we have come asking for the child, 

Many:  Wondering where that love might be born, 

One:  Seeking that joy that might satisfy our thirst, 

Many:  Wandering through the darkness of so many mistakes. 

One:  We have come to this place where wise-people and shepherds and young women met. 

We have come to this place called Bethlehem,  

Many:  to this place where our hearts rise like yeast; to this place where we meet our 

newborn hope; to this place where we taste our deepest joy. 

One:  In Bethlehem, where we assumed the worst, imagining that no good can come, we 

somehow missed its name. Bethlehem: House of Bread. 

Many:  There is something here that will satisfy our hunger.  

One:  No matter how long we have wandered, here our hearts arise. 

Many:  Our light has come.  

One:  In this bread and in this cup, we celebrate something we can’t quite understand.  

Many:  Because God has made a house at this table.  

One:  Because God satisfies our hunger in the most unlikely places. 

Many:  Because God comes to be with us, now and always. 

One:  It is with this expectation that we come to the table to taste and see that God is here. 
 

Let us pray… Holy Spirit, come into this bread and this cup. Transform these ordinary 

objects as you change our hearts to shape and form your world with the joy you 

promise. 

Many:  Pour your grace upon us, so we overflow with your love. 
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One:  Help us to remember how a newborn baby might grow into a little child that would one 

day turn to his hope-filled friends in an upper room… teaching them that it is suffering 

in love for all the world that the true Light of God is revealed.   

Many:  Amen. 
 

The Words of Institution  
 

The Breaking of Bread and Sharing of Cup  

(You are invited to come forward to receive the Sacrament of Communion.  Please come 

down the center aisle, take a piece of bread, dip in the cup on either side, eat, and return to 

your seat by the outside aisle.  If you are unable to come forward, please let us know, and 

we will serve you in your seat.) 
 

The Prayer after Communion [In Unison] 

One:  Thanks be to you, O God, for your presence and your purpose, for your loving kindness 

and your steadfast Spirit. 

Many:  May the blessings of this table strengthen our faith, increase our generosity and 

unify our hearts, for we pray in the name of Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn PH # 411 ...................................................... “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” 
 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  May your eyes be opened to the wonder of the daily miracles around you and your 

sense of mystery be deepened.. 

Many:  May we be aware of the light that shines in the darkness, and that the darkness can 

never put it out. 

One:  May you be blessed with companions on the journey, friends who will listen to you and 

encourage you with their presence. 

Many:  May we learn to live with what is unsolved in our hearts, daring to the face the 

questions and holding them until, one day, they find their answers. 

One:  May you find the still, quiet place inside yourself where you can know and experience 

the peace that passes all understanding. 

Many:  May love flow in us and through us to those who need your care. 

One:  May you continue to dream dreams and to reach out into the future with a deeper 

understanding of God’s way for you. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

*Song of Dismissal PH # 432  ..................................................... “Canto de Esperanza” 

May the God of hope go with us every day, Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.  

May the God of justice speed us on our way, Bringing light and hope to every land and race.   
 

Praying, let us work for peace, Singing, share our joy with all,  

Working for a world that’s new, Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

Postlude  
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The liturgy this morning is from:  The Prayer of the Day ~ written by Walter 
Brueggemann (b. 1933), in Prayers for a Privileged People (Nashville: Abingdon, 
2008); The Invitation to the Table ~ written by Rev. Elsa Peters, the United 
Churches of Olympia, WA. Posted on LiturgyLink. http://www.liturgylink.net/  

 
 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 

 

Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship and refreshment following worship today. 
 

 

 Our liturgist today is Grace Leto.   

 Our musician today is Marian Korth. 

 Our ushers/greeters today are OPEN. 

 Nursery care is provided today by the Deacons. 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our sanctuary look beautiful for the 
Advent and Christmas season!  We will be taking down the decorations on Saturday, 

January 11 at 9 a.m.  Your help would be most appreciated!  Also, please TAKE 
YOUR POINSETTIAS HOME. 
 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

 Items for the annual report will be due TODAY.  All committee chairs are 
asked to give their report to the office by this date.  The report will be 
available on January 19th. The annual meeting will be on Sun., January 26. 

 Please pick up your 2020 Offering Envelopes, now available in Fellowship 
Hall.  If we’ve missed your name, please notify the office. 

 Giving statements for 2019 are now available in Fellowship Hall.  Please pick 
up your copy and take it with you.  Thank you! 

 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 The Mission Committee reminds all folks to share their loose change in the 
Least Coin Crock, as a reminder of the prayers they say.  Think of all the coins 
we would have if every time you prayed, you set aside a coin.  These funds 
are to be used for local mission work.  This is a year-long mission collection. 

 Help us save “pig points.”  Please turn in your receipts from Piggly Wiggly in the 
brown bag in the narthex, so that we can receive a rebate.  All funds received are 
used for mission projects.   

 Copies of These Days, a daily devotional magazine, are available at the rear 
entrance.  Donations are voluntary. 
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EVENTS — 

 Today after worship – Committee Annual reports are due today! 

 Saturday, January 11 – 9:00 a.m. Take down Christmas decorations from church. 

 Next Sunday, January 12 – 10:00 a.m. Worship  

                                              11:00 a.m. Session 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY —  

 Liturgist – Ralph Spaulding 

 Ushers/Greeters – OPEN 

 Fellowship – Melanie Rumpf 

 Nursery – Deacons 
 
 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER – DECEMBER 2019 Update 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday 
evening from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Guests are invited to shop every other Monday. Food Pantry 
is located in the Nikolay Middle School, 211 South Street under the blue canopy. 
 

THE CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY WILL BE open for Clients to shop Monday evening 
December 23rd but will be closed the rest of the week.   
 

FOOD/ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
The Cambridge Food Pantry needs Pancake Mix and Syrup, Ketchup, Cereal, Ramen 
Noodles, Hearty Soups, Deodorant, Shampoo and Conditioner, Tooth Paste, Toilet Tissue, 
Paper Towel  
 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Betsy (friend and caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece (born July 11 to his nephew, Heath, & 
Heath’s wife, Samantha) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Grace Leto) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-hunting, 
health, or relationship problems. 

The families of Don Brown (husband of Barb Brown); Georgia Bankson (mother of Lori 
Peterson); Vivian Olson and other families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church office 
or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has been 
obtained from those listed or their families. 
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
Church School:  Children through grade 7 meet at 10:00 a.m. 2nd and 4th Sunday 
                             (Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Video of Worship Service:  Cable 98 or 987 Sun. 5:30 p.m.; Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. & Noon 

       (Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page) 
Fellowship & Refreshment:  Following worship service each week 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Tuesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.) 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson, 
Class of 2021:  Melanie Rumpf 
Class of 2022:  Joe Leto, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2020:  Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson 
Class of 2021:  Judy Schroeder, Cheryl Stitz 
Class of 2022:  OPEN 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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Home by Another Way 
By James Taylor 

 
Those magic men the Magi, some people call them wise or Oriental, even 

kings. 
Well anyway, those guys, they visited with Jesus, they sure enjoyed their 

stay. 

Then warned in a dream of King Herod's scheme, they went home by 
another way. 

Yes, they went home by another way, home by another way. 
Maybe me and you can be wise guys too and go home by another way. 

We can make it another way, safe home as they used to say. 
Keep a weather eye to the chart on high and go home another way. 

 
Steer clear of royal welcomes, avoid a big to-do. 

A king who would slaughter the innocents will not cut a deal for you. 
He really, really wants those presents, he'll comb your camel's fur 

until his boys announce they've found trace amounts of your 
frankincense, gold and myrth. 

Time to go home by another way, home by another way. 
You have to figure the Gods, saying play the odds, and go home by 

another way. 

We can make it another way, safe home as they used to say. 
Keep a weather eye to the chart on high and go home another way. 

 
Home is where they want you now, 

you can more or less assume that you'll be welcome in the end. 
Mustn't let King Herod haunt you so or fantasize his features when you're 

looking at a friend. 
Well it pleasures me to be here and to sing this song tonight, 

they tell me that life is a miracle and I figured that they're right. 
But Herod's always out there, he's got our cards on file. 

It's a lead pipe cinch, if we give an inch, old Herod likes to take a mile. 
It's best to go home by another way, home by another way. 

We got this far to a lucky star, but tomorrow is another day. 
We can make it another way, safe home as they used to say. 

Keep a weather eye to the chart on high and go home another way. 
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