
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

4
th
 Sunday of Advent 

December 22, 2019   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements of Our Church Life and Ministry  
 

The Centering Song PH # 2 (verse 1) ..................... “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.   

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;  

Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 
 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  .............................................................. Elder Mare Stewart 
One:  The Lord be with you. 

Many:  And also with you. 

One:  In this season of Advent, we have lit the these candles to represent the One who is our 

Bringer of Hope, our Prince of Peace, the Joy of our hearts desire. 

Many:  We wait, we prepare, we make straight the way. 

One:  This morning, we light the candle of Love.  No other word so adequately captures the 

spirit and command of our faith.  No other word so completely describes what we know 

about our God. 

Many:  For God so loved the world… 

One:  For God so loved the world that a Child given who was born in the form of Love 

Incarnate, a vulnerable baby in an out of the way place, to a couple seeking safe refuge. 

Many:  We gather, then, as those who follow the ways of Christ’s love. 

One:  We give thanks for a love that passes all understanding, and we await the dawning of 

God’s pervasive and enduring love once more this Christmas season. 
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The Lighting of the Fourth Candle of Advent – Love   ............ Elder Mare Stewart 

One:  In this season of Advent, we are called to watch, wait and prepare our hearts and lives 

once again for the in-breaking of God’s Love Incarnate - Emmanuel.  Last Sunday, we 

lit the candles of Hope, Peace and Joy.  This morning we light the fourth Candle of 

Advent - Love.   
 

Advent Scripture  ........................................................................................ Luke 1:26-38 

Narrator:  In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, 

Angel Gabriel:  ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ 

Narrator:  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be. The angel said to her, 

Angel Gabriel:  ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 

Narrator:  Mary said to the angel, 

Mary:  ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 

Narrator:  The angel said to her, 

Angel Gabriel:  ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God.  And now your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’  

Narrator:  Then Mary said, 

Mary:  ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 

Narrator:  Then the angel departed from her. 
 

*The Advent Hymn To the tune of “We Three Kings” (verses 1-4) ...... “Candles Burning” 

In the midst of suffering and fear good news for the world to hear;   

Trust, and wait, and life by faith; the Kingdom of God draws near.   

O come, rejoice, prepare a way!  God is coming; watch and pray!   

Candles burning, spirits yearning, Hope springs in our hearts today. 
 

To our strife-torn world God still gives saints for such a time as this.   

Justice daring, kindness bearing new ways for us to live.   

O come, rejoice, prepare a way!  God is coming; watch and pray!   

Candles burning, spirits yearning, Peace shall be our path today. 
 

Thus says God, Creator of all; “You are mine, and you I have called.   

Heal their sight, make darkness bright; and let my light shine for all.”   
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O come, rejoice, prepare a way!  God is coming; watch and pray!   

Candles burning, spirits yearning, Joy shall be our song today. 
 

Gospel news we gladly tell; God With Us. Emmanuel.   

Praises sounding, grace abounding.  Love comes to earth to dwell. 

O come, rejoice, prepare a way!  God is coming; watch and pray!   

Candles burning, spirits yearning, Love embraces us today. 
 

The Advent Prayer [Responsive]  ............................................................... Pastor Scott 

One:  Let us pray… Holy God, before time you named us, Through time you redeem us, 

You call us, precious in your sight. 

Many:  May we love as you love.  

One:  Holy One, through the turbulent waters make us steady, your hands, holding strong 

the fragile and weak. 

Many:  May we love as you love.  

One:  Gracious God, may the fruits of our lives be food for the hungry, bread, clothing, 

shelter, fire, water, Word. 

Many:  May we love as you love.  

One:  God of justice, remove the chaff of our lives that keep us from hearing, following, 

Your call. 

Many:  May we love as you love. 

One:  Loving God, take this day our fears our worries, distractions, and all turn them into 

wheat. heart food. 

Many:  May we love as you love.   Amen. 
 

*Two+  (A different way to share the peace of Christ as we greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  Do you have all your Christmas shopping done and gifts wrapped?   
 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message  .................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Blessing:  You are God’s beloved child.  With you God is well pleased. 
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] ............................................................ Roman Leto 

One:  Let us pray… Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit that in your light we may see 

light, in your truth find freedom and in your will discover our peace, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Many:  Amen. 
 

The Scripture  Luke 1:5-13 [14-25] 57-80 Readers Theatre (see below) 
 

Narrator:  In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb.  And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
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Elizabeth:  ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy.  And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord.’ 

Narrator:  And Mary said, 

Mary:  ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. God has shown strength with her arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts.  She has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; God has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise She made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants for ever.’ 

Narrator:  And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her 
home. 

 

One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of 
God within us, 

Many:  We give thanks to God!   
 

Special Music “What Child Is This” The Briddell Family 
 

The Sermon  What Child Is?  Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Mary, Joseph, and their baby, Jesus were a First Century Middle Eastern Jewish Family.  
When you see these pictures: 

1. What Emotions or Questions Come Up For You? 

2. Which Picture Are You Drawn to? 

3. Which One Is the Most Challenging For You? 

4. Do Any Of These Pictures Help You See the Holy Family In a New Light? 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection…  
 

We Respond to God’s Love 
 

*Affirmation of Faith [In Unison] ......................... Darkness and Light: An Advent Creed  

We believe in God, robed in splendor, veiled in mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light.  

We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tortured and put to death, but whose radiance 

could not be quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to a dull, drab world: reviving 

the weary, healing the wounded, dazzling the satisfied. We walk with God, guided by the 

light of God’s loving spirit, who enters the shadowed places of our hearts and world, leading 

us into truth and life. We wait for God, and for the fulfillment of God’s promises, for the  
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time when darkness will hold no fear and the light will not blind, but creation will be made 

whole once more and God’s peace will reign for ever. Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People [Responsive]  .............................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
Leader:  We pray to the Lord…       People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’…) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Response PH # 322  NEW LYRICS! ......................... “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, move among us all;  

Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love;   

Humble, caring, selfless, sharing.  Spirit of the living God, move among us all. 
 

 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

Offertory Music  “Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella” The Briddell Family 
 

*Offertory Response PH # 332 (verse 1) ......................................... “Live Into Hope” 

Live into hope of captives freed, Of sight regained, the end of greed.   

The oppressed shall be the first to see The year of God's own jubilee! 
 

*Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving [In Unison]  .................................. Roman Leto 

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to give to you all that we 

have and all that we are, that we may praise you not with our words only, but with our 

whole lives.  Amen. 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn PH # 25..................................................................... “Away in a Manger” 
 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
One:  Beloved, we have gathered as people aware of the shadow hatred, evil, violence, 

oppression, suffering, death and grief cast upon the world. 

Many:  We part as people who have celebrated the healing Love of God, 

One:  Friends, trust God’s Love, Emmanuel is the Light shining in and through us to dispel 

the darkness of our world today. 

Many:  May the God of tenderness and compassion, who entered the world so weak and 

vulnerable, bless us today and every day. 

One:  Friends, as you part in the Light of God, may the Word dwell in your heart.  In your 

brokenness, may the Love of God heal you.  In your pain, may the One who can 

restores you to life, touch your soul. 

Many:  We go in peace to reflect the Light of Christ still shining in the darkness. 
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One:  And until we meet again,   

Many:  May God hold us always in the abiding presence of Love.   

One:  And all God’s people said: 

Many:  Amen. 
 

*Special Music of Dismissal A Christmas Song The Briddell Family 
 

Postlude  


 

 

The liturgy this morning is from:  The Advent Prayer ~ written by Terri and posted 
on RevGalBlogPals http://revgalblogpals.blogspot.ca/; Litany of Comfort for 
Blue Christmas~ Debra Faulk.  

 
 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 
 

Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship and refreshment following worship today. 
 
 

 We welcome the Briddell Family - Andrew & Beth along with their children - Nora 
(Lawrence University - Freshman), Katherine (Junior at MHS) and Jacob (Freshman 
at MHS).  The Briddells are a talented musical family.  Andrew and Beth met while 
playing in the Indiana University Band.  Andrew has a Master’s Degree in Music, 
and has directed high school and city orchestras in Elkhart, Indiana and 
Birmingham, Alabama.  He is also the Superintendent of the McFarland School 
District.  Beth works as a Special Education Educator at McFarland High 
School.  Nora is majoring in Cello Performance at Lawrence.  Katherine plays the 
Viola in the McFarland High School Orchestra and with the Wisconsin Youth 
Symphony.  Jacob is a Freshman at McFarland.  He is a trumpet player and 
performs with the McFarland Jazz Band. 

 Our liturgist today is Roman Leto.   

 Lighting the Advent Candles today is Elder Mare Stewart. 

 Our musician today is Angie Williams.  

 Our ushers/greeters today are Stan & Kay Lund. 

 Nursery care is provided today by the Deacons. 

 Printed copies of sermons are available in the box on the wall outside of the church 
office and on our website www.OCPChurch.com.  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

 Items for the annual report will be due on Sunday, January 5.  All committee 
chairs are asked to give their report to the office by this date.  The report will 
be available on January 19th. The annual meeting will be on Sun., January 26. 

 Please pick up your 2020 Offering Envelopes, now available in Fellowship 
Hall.  If we’ve missed your name, please notify the office. 
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 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 The Mission Committee reminds all folks to share their loose change in the 
Least Coin Crock, as a reminder of the prayers they say.  Think of all the coins 
we would have if every time you prayed, you set aside a coin.  These funds 
are to be used for local mission work.  This is a year-long mission collection. 

 Help us save “pig points.”  Please turn in your receipts from Piggly Wiggly in the 
brown bag in the narthex, so that we can receive a rebate.  All funds received are 
used for mission projects.   

 The Nominating Committee has proposed the following slate of nominees to 
be elected at the congregational meeting to be held Sunday, December 22 
after worship.   
Session nominations: 
     Class of 2022: Joe Leto and Mike Stitz  
Deacon nominations: 
     Class of 2022: OPEN  

 

 

EVENTS — 

 Today after worship – 11:00 a.m. Congregational meeting for election of officers 

                                     11:15 a.m. Deacons 

 Tuesday, December 24 – 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with  
                                                          Communion 

 Next Sunday, Dec. 29 – 10:00 a.m. Worship – Christmas at Luther College in  
                                                                           Decorah, Iowa 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE — 

 Communion Servers - OPEN 

 Advent Candles – OPEN 

 Liturgist – N/A 

 Ushers/Greeters – Judy Pearson & Emily Kilian 

 Nursery – Deacons 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY — Showing of “Christmas as Luther College” 

 Liturgist – N/A 

 Ushers/Greeters – N/A 

 Fellowship – Renee & Randy Johnson 

 Nursery – Deacons 
 

Community Café – Thursday, January 2
nd

, is the next Cambridge 
Community Café!  The meal will be hosted by the Cambridge 
Lions Club who will be serving Vegetable Beef Stew, Roll and 
Cake.  The meal will be served at the Cambridge High School, 
403 Blue Jay Way. Meal is served from 5:30 p.m. till 6:30 p.m.  
Everyone in the community is invited to come.  
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DECEMBER 2019 Update 
 
 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday 
evening from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Guests are invited to shop every other Monday. Food Pantry 
is located in the Nikolay Middle School, 211 South Street under the blue canopy. 
 

THE CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY WILL BE open for Clients to shop Monday evening 
December 23rd but will be closed the rest of the week.   
 

FOOD/ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
The Cambridge Food Pantry needs Pancake Mix and Syrup, Ketchup, Cereal, Ramen 
Noodles, Hearty Soups, Deodorant, Shampoo and Conditioner, Tooth Paste, Toilet Tissue, 
Paper Towel  
 

 
 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
 

Betsy (friend and caretaker of Ken Bilstad) Cards can be sent c/o Ken at 230 Bilstad Rd. 
Judy Brandt 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece (born July 11 to his nephew, Heath, & 
Heath’s wife, Samantha) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-
hunting, health, or relationship problems. 

The families of Don Brown (husband of Barb Brown); Georgia Bankson (mother of Lori 
Peterson); Vivian Olson and other families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought flowers to decorate our sanctuary for 
Christmas.  The following people dedicated their flowers as listed here. 
 

 GIVEN BY: TO THE GLORY AND HONOR OF GOD, AND: 

Jo Kubina In memory of Geh & Harriet Gerstner and  
 Edward & Leona Kubina 

Jo Kubina In memory of Ed Kubina 

Mardy & Jim Schilleman In memory of David A. Stockwell and Parents 

Stan & Kay Lund In memory of all family and friends in heaven 

Sylvia & Larry Jensen In memory of Our Parents 

Ralph Spaulding In memory of Joan S. Spaulding 

Virgil & Kris Runge In memory of Jill Runge, Polly Strohbusch, 
 Corinne Hommen 

Dale & Ann Febock In celebration of our grandchildren: Ella, Adam,  
 Claire, Elin, Benjamin, Henry, Oscar and Hazel 

Dale & Ann Febock In celebration of our grandchildren: Ella, Adam,  
 Claire, Elin, Benjamin, Henry, Oscar and Hazel 

Monty & Judy Pearson In memory of our parents Chet & Helen  
 Campbell, and Dorothy & Victor Pearson 

Emily Kilian In memory of Dylan 

Julie Anderson In memory of Clark & Carol Floyd 

Mike & Melanie Rumpf In memory of Don, Grace, Lou, Beth & Todd 

OCPC To honor Pastor Scott for his ministry & service 

 

The plants may be taken home any time after the Christmas Eve Service. 
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
Church School:  Children through grade 7 meet at 10:00 a.m. 2nd and 4th Sunday 
                             (Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Video of Worship Service:  Cable 98 or 987 Sun. 5:30 p.m.; Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. & Noon 

       (Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page) 
Fellowship & Refreshment:  Following worship service each week 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Tuesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.) 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2019:  Mare Stewart, Mike Stitz 
Class of 2020:  Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson, 
Class of 2021:  Melanie Rumpf 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2019:  Joe Leto 
Class of 2020:  Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson 
Class of 2021:  Judy Schroeder, Cheryl Stitz 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music— 
     Accompanists:  Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,  
                                 Angie Williams 
Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 
Pastor:  Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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