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To Members and Friends of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church, 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED WITH OUR FIRE FEST 
WEEKEND PANCAKE BREAKFAST!   

      

 

     

 

SUMMER PREACHING SERIES ON AUGUST 4:   

Life Choices:  The Bible, Abortion and God.   There has been much in the news over the 
past months as our nation continues to “battle” over the 1973 “Roe v. Wade” decision that 
upheld the Fourteenth Amendment and a woman’s right to make decisions affecting her 
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own body, including her pregnancy with an abortion.  As we know, this is an explosive 
emotional and political issue.  This Sunday, August 4, we will be exploring the topic, asking 
“What does it mean to be ‘Pro-Life’? Can one be ‘Pro-Choice’ and ‘Pro-Life” at the same 
time?  How do we talk about this difficult topic as followers of Jesus?  What if God is both 
‘Pro-Life and ‘Pro-Choice’ at the same time?    

Attached is a letter from the Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Rev. Dr. J. 
Herbert Nelson II, which addresses the recent developments of some states who are 
passing restrictive and punitive laws around abortion.   

 

Friends, 

There is growing and widespread concern in the wake of Alabama’s recent anti-abortion 
legislation, which, if implemented, will have the effect of almost total prohibition of any 
such procedure and remove from the pregnant woman and her attendant physician any 
choice in the matter whatsoever. 

As Presbyterians, we are part of a church that has wrestled with this issue for decades, 
guided by actions of our General Assemblies on the matter. Perhaps the most important 
action was taken by the 195th General Assembly (1983), which addressed abortion in the 
context of the plight of women who had limited access to medical care during pregnancy, 
or who did not feel they had the resources to raise a child. 

At the center of that approach was the effort to respond to the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court referred to as Roe v. Wade. It provided a legal framework to guide those 
trying to make responsible decisions regarding the possible termination of a pregnancy and 
it affirmed in the strongest terms the constitutional right of a pregnant woman to decide 
procedures and outcomes that involved her own body. 

Some of the most recent state decisions on abortion are clearly designed to take those 
rights away, and it is inevitable that the issue will return to the current U.S. Supreme Court 
for sorting out in relation to Roe v. Wade. In the meantime, we, as Presbyterians, can be 
guided by the actions of our General Assembly, which called on us to support the decision 
in Roe v. Wade. 

It is important to note the content of the Roe v. Wade decision since it is not a blanket 
endorsement of abortion as is sometimes implied by opponents. The summary below 
describes the decision itself and reflects the Court’s commitment to the woman’s right to 
control the decision in the early stages of pregnancy but places some restraints toward the 
end of the pregnancy. 

The Court settled on the three trimesters of pregnancy as the framework to resolve the 
problem. During the first trimester, when it was believed that the procedure was safer than 
childbirth, the Court ruled that the government could place no restriction on a woman’s 
ability to choose to abort a pregnancy other than minimal medical safeguards such as 
requiring a licensed physician to perform the procedure.After the first trimester, the Court 
ruled that evidence of increasing risks to the mother’s health gave the state a compelling 
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interest, and that it could enact medical regulations on the procedure so long as they were 
reasonable and “narrowly tailored” to protecting mothers’ health. At the level of medical 
science available in the early 1970s, the beginning of the third trimester was normally 
considered to be the point at which a fetus became viable. Therefore, the Court ruled that, 
from the beginning of the third trimester on through the rest of a pregnancy, the state had 
a compelling interest in protecting prenatal life and could legally prohibit all abortions 
except where necessary to protect the mother’s life or health. [Nowak, John E.; Rotunda, 
Ronald D. (2012). Treatise on Constitutional Law: Substance and Procedure (5th ed.). 
Eagan, Minnesota: West Thomson/Reuters, §18.29(b)(i)] 

As this matter grows in prominence in the news and possibly within our church 
communities, may we all be mindful of both the integrity of women and physicians who are 
at the center of the controversy and may we be more responsible in nurturing the life that 
is already among us. 

  

In the faith we share, 
 

Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

SUMMER PREACHING SERIES:  This summer we are exploring questions of faith and 

life and sermon topics that have shared with Pastor Scott over the past year.  This sermon 
series is meant to offer us a deeper biblical and theological lens through which to better 
understand and converse with one another about these questions and topics during 
Fellowship Hour, over coffee, or in a group discussion.  

 August 11:  NO Morning Worship this Sunday morning only!  Worship WILL BE at 
4pm at the beginning of our annual All-Church-Picnic at the home of Ann & Dale 
Febock.   We will be hearing from Roman Leto, Megan Meier, and Pastor Scott 
about their recent experience at the National Presbyterian Youth Triennium on the 
campus of Purdue University.   

 August 18:  The Church and Mental Health.  Rev. Hugh Drennan will be our guest 
preacher. 

 August 25:  Created in God’s Own Image:  Transgendered People and the Church.  
Pastors Scott Marrese-Wheeler and Hugh Drennan will be joined in a dialogue 
sermon format with guests, Jenny and Mike Winter, who are parents of a 
transgender child.  The Winters are Hugh and Doreen Drennan’s neighbors.   

 September 1:  A Minister, a Rabbi, and an Imam walk into a bar:  Living in 
community with our Interfaith Neighbors.   
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE  We are looking to update our Church Directory.  

While many of you still have the same contact information, occasionally mailing addresses, 
emails or phone numbers change.  We will have a copy of our current directory on the 
table in the Fellowship Hall.  Please check your information, writing “Same” beside it, or if 
it has changed, share your updated information beside your name.  Also please include 
the month and day of your birthday in the listing.  You may also contact Ruth in the 
church office with your information.   

 

 

 

 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC AND OUTDOOR WORSHIP – AUGUST 11  We will be 

having our annual picnic at Ann & Dale Febock’s on August 11.  This year, we are moving 
our morning worship to the afternoon, at 4:00 p.m.  (There will be no morning worship.)  
Worship will be followed by a picnic.  Please bring a lawn chair and a dish to pass.  Paper 
plates, forks/spoons/knives along with napkins will be provided.  Some beverages will be 
available, including bottled water, sparkling and flavored water and some various flavors of 
soda.  Prior to worship, there will be a joint meeting of Session and Deacons at 3:00 p.m. 
at Febock’s. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE  The Cambridge School District, in coordination with the 

Cambridge Food Pantry and Cambridge Area Resource Team (CART), is once again offering 
a school supply and clothing give-away on Monday August 19th from 3:00-8:00 pm at the 
Nikolay Middle School cafeteria.  Please attend this event if you are a Cambridge area 
community member or Cambridge School District family in need of assistance with school 
supplies and/or clothing!  You may register at the event and a light meal will be served.   

Please donate if you are able!  Our give-away relies on generous donations from 
community members and allows all students to have the tools they need to become more 
successful! There will be a collection bin at church with a donation deadline of Sunday, 
August 11.  Following are ways to donate: 

Monetary Donations:  will be accepted at our school district office:  403 Blue Jay Way, 
Cambridge.  Make checks payable to Cambridge School District. 

Most Needed School supplies:  backpacks, scientific calculators (TI 30x), graph 
composition notebooks, Expo/dry erase markers, highlighters, mechanical pencils, binders, 
Sharpies markers, Post-It notes, glue sticks.  

Clothing:  We are also collecting clothes to give away that same night.  We are looking for 
donations of gently-used, clean, school-appropriate clothing (fall and winter) in all sizes—
babies through adults.  Clothes can be dropped off at the Food Pantry or any school office. 

Distribution:  will be on Monday, August 19th (see first paragraph).  Feel free to call Kristin 
Gowan, School Social Worker at kgowan@cambridge.k12.wi.us  or 608.213.5819 (cell/text) 

HELP OUR CAMBRIDGE STUDENTS START THE YEAR EQUIPPED TO SUCCEED! 

 

CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER:  Currently we can use 

Canned Ravioli, Ramen Noodles, Tuna, Ketchup, Cereal, Mayo/Hellman’s, Hearty Soups ---
Also nonfood items are really needed--- Shampoo, Deodorant, Baby Wipes, and Paper 
Towels.  Thank you! 

 

mailto:kgowan@cambridge.k12.wi.us
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CIVIL RIGHTS PILGRIMAGE:  OCTOBER 21-24.  Sponsored by the Wisconsin 

Council of Churches:  Over the course of four days, traveling by bus from Memphis to 
Montgomery, we will visit and reflect on some of the iconic sites in our nation’s history of 
grappling with slavery, Jim Crow, the Civil Rights movement and our contemporary reality. 
We will meet with people who can help us understand how the past shapes our present, 
and will spend time as a group of faith leaders considering how this experience can shape 
our ministries here in Wisconsin. https://www.wichurches.org/calendar/event-
list/civilrightspilgrimage/ 

We will gather in Memphis early on Monday afternoon. We will be in Birmingham on 
Tuesday, drive through Selma and spend Wednesday and Thursday morning in 
Montgomery. Detailed itinerary to be announced to registrants at two pre-trip meetings. 
The trip will be jointly led by the Rev. Kerri Parker, Rev. Winton Boyd and Rev. Phil 
Haslanger. 

Highlights: 
The Lorraine Motel and the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis 
The 16th Street Baptist Church and the Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument Park 
The Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma 
The Legacy Museum and Lynching Memorial in Montgomery 

Costs 
Participants are responsible for getting to Memphis and returning from Montgomery. 
Expected cost for the days on the journey is $695 for a single room, $495 for a shared 
room. This covers the lodging, bus, food (except for dinner Tuesday and Wednesday), 
museums and visits with local experts. The trip size is limited to ensure a quality 
experience for participants. A down payment of $200 is required to ensure your seat; final 
payment due 2 months before the trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wichurches.org/calendar/event-list/civilrightspilgrimage/
https://www.wichurches.org/calendar/event-list/civilrightspilgrimage/
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OUR CHURCH CALENDAR:   
(If you are able to volunteer to fill an opening, please call the church 608-423-3001.)   

The Worship Committee does its best to create this calendar, but doesn’t know everyone’s 
schedule.  If your name appears on a date you can’t serve, please try to trade with someone else 
or find a replacement.  Thank you! 

 Sunday, August 4 – 
10:00 a.m. Worship and communion with flute duet 
   Communion Servers:  Mark Touhey 
   Liturgist:  Mark Touhey 
   Ushers/Greeters:  Judy Pearson; Al Bettenhausen 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Joe Leto, Judy Pearson 

 Sunday, August 11 – 
10:00 a.m. No Morning Worship 
3:00 p.m. Joint meeting of Session & Deacons at Febocks’ Farm 
4:00 p.m. Worship at Febocks’ Farm 
   Liturgist:  N/A 
   Ushers/Greeters:  N/A 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Summer Picnic Potluck 
    5:00 p.m. Summer picnic and potluck meal  

 Sunday, August 18 –   
10:00 a.m. Worship with Guest Pastor Rev. Hugh Drennan 
   Liturgist:  OPEN 
   Ushers/Greeters:  OPEN 
   Fellowship Hosts:  Bobbi & Bud Rumpf 

 Sunday, August 25 – Blessing of Backpacks, Students and Teachers 
10:00 a.m. Worship  
   Liturgist:  OPEN 
   Ushers/Greeters:  OPEN 
   Fellowship Hosts:  OPEN 

MILESTONES 
Birthdays 
        Sue Bettenhausen ....................... July 31 
        Judy Pearson ............................... July 31 
        Mim Jacobson .......................... August 5 
        Pat Kruger .............................. August 11 
        Joe Kelter ............................... August 12 
        Evelyn Reiner ......................... August 15 
        James Wurtz .......................... August 15 
        Dylan Homann ....................... August 18 
        Jenna Fieser  .......................... August 22 

        Alden Johnson ........................ August 27 
        Tara Bettenhausen ................ August 28 
        Lance Bettenhausen .............. August 30 
Anniversaries 
      Jan & Nancy Kristiansen .......... August 10 
      Bud & Bobbi Rumpf ................. August 16 
      Phillip Yeadon & Rose Ann West .. Aug 17 
      Matt & Megan Meier ............... August 17 
      Trent & Kari Bettenhausen ...... August 28 
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PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 

Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Teagan Mae Groves, Pastor Scott’s great-niece (born July 11 to his nephew, Heath, & his  
          wife, Samantha) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins) 
Linda Johnson (mother of Randy Johnson) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
John “Jack” Swank and his family (birth father of Renee Roland Johnson) 
 

Families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  
 

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

STANDING DATES – These are regularly scheduled events 
 Pastoral Office Hours – Generally 9:00 a.m. to Noon Tuesdays 

 Business Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. to Noon Monday through Thursday 

 Sundays – 10:00 a.m. Worship;  
                    Communion first Sunday of each month  
                    Sunday School 10:00 a.m. on 2nd & 4th Sundays from September through May 
                    Fellowship & Refreshment following worship service each week. 

 Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 8:30 a.m. – OA 

 Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. – AA 

 Second and fourth Wednesdays of each month at noon – Community Activities Program 
Senior Meal 

TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001  EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com  or  Pastor@OCPChurch.com  
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com    

 Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

mailto:Office@OCPChurch.com
mailto:Pastor@OCPChurch.com
http://www.ocpchurch.com/

