Service for the Lord’s Day
1st Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018

10:00 a.m.

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship.

We Gather as God’s People
Welcome to our worship service. Take a moment to quiet yourself
as we prepare ourselves for worship.
Welcome and Preparation for Worship
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church! In this space, we invite you to
bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story. Our prayer is
that together we will experience God’s presence. We invite you to sign the pew pads, which
will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front. Please fill out the information, share
with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you. Thank you. After
worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.

Prelude
Announcements of Our Church Life and Ministry
The Centering Song PH # 2 (verse 1) ..................... “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart.

Call to Worship [Responsive] .......................................................................... Cheryl Stitz
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Christians around the world begin this day to await the advent of Christ. We join
with a joyous and hopeful throng in lighting the Advent candles, symbols of our
faith and signs of God’s love.
People: We gather as a people of Hope.
Leader: Christian people around the world stand today in breathless anticipation of a miracle
that has been repeated for hundreds of years, yet that astounds us anew each year.
People: Our hope springs anew, from an ancient vision.
Leader: As we light the first Advent candle, let it stand for hope based not on wishful
thinking, but on deep conviction. We believe, we have seen, we have received the
Promise and the Great Gift, and therefore, in the midst of darkness and imperfection,
we hope.

* Please stand as you are able.
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People: We gather expectantly, joyfully, and with deep commitment, for we have heard
that a special Child is to come, that God is to be among us and that soon we will
see a new creation on earth. We are a people of hope.

The Lighting of the First Candle of Advent – Hope ....................The Leto Family
One: In this season of Advent, we are called to watch, wait and prepare our hearts and lives
once again for the in-breaking of God’s Love Incarnate - Emmanuel. This morning our
Advent theme is Hope. (The Advent Candle is lit.)

Advent Scripture ....................................................................................... Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

The Advent Poem: Blessing of Hope (See Insert)........................ by Jan Richardson
*The Advent Hymn To the tune of “We Three Kings” .......................... “Candles Burning”
In the midst of suffering and fear good news for the world to hear;
Trust, and wait, and life by faith; the Kingdom of God draws near.
O come, rejoice, prepare a way! God is coming; watch and pray!
Candles burning, spirits yearning, Hope springs in our hearts today.
To our strife-torn world God still gives saints for such a time as this.
Justice daring, kindness bearing new ways for us to live.
O come, rejoice, prepare a way! God is coming; watch and pray!
Candles burning, spirits yearning, Peace shall be our path today.
Thus says God, Creator of all; “You are mine, and you I have called.
Heal their sight, make darkness bright; and let my light shine for all.”
O come, rejoice, prepare a way! God is coming; watch and pray!
Candles burning, spirits yearning, Joy shall be our song today.
Gospel news we gladly tell; God With Us. Emmanuel.
Praises sounding, grace abounding. Love comes to earth to dwell.
O come, rejoice, prepare a way! God is coming; watch and pray!
Candles burning, spirits yearning, Love embraces us today.

The Advent Prayer [Responsive]
Leader: Let us pray… In a world filled with the madness of ongoing war, gun violence,
hunger and disease, where children along with their families flee their homes and
home countries because of political persecution and threat of violence, a world
where our disregard for nature has helped to create extreme weather conditions
that have claimed so many live, a world where people face growing hunger and
increased poverty, in a world where so many have lost hope,
People: we call upon you, Lord of Hope, to come.
Leader: In this season of Advent, we wait for the coming of Hope into our world.

* Please stand as you are able.
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People: We await the birth of the Christ-child, the coming of God again into our lives
in a new, unexpected way.
Leader: Come, Messiah, come, and save us from the worst of who we are as people
People: God in whom we hope, we pray for the hope that is in Christ to come again
into our lives in a new way.
Leader: May our lives and our ministry become the source hope that is alive in our world.
People: Amen.

*Two+ (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.)
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20
Question: What is your favorite Christmas Carol or Christmas song?

We Listen for God’s Word
The Children’s Message .................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler
Blessing: You are God’s beloved child. With you God is well pleased.

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive]....................................................Elder Cheryl Stitz
Leader: Let us pray… Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit that in your light we may
see light, in your truth find freedom and in your will discover our peace, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.

Building a Bridge from the Prophet Isaiah to the Prophet Habakkuk
The Scripture
Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:[3b-6], 17-19
Readers Theatre (see insert)
Pastor: For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of
God within us,
People: We give thanks to God.

The Sermon ......................................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler
… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection…

We Respond to God’s Love
*Affirmation of Faith [In Unison] ......................... Darkness and Light: An Advent Creed
We believe in God, robed in splendor, veiled in mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light.
We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tortured and put to death, but whose radiance
could not be quenched; whose touch brings a blaze of color to a dull, drab world: reviving
the weary, healing the wounded, dazzling the satisfied. We walk with God, guided by the
light of God’s loving spirit, who enters the shadowed places of our hearts and world, leading
us into truth and life. We wait for God, and for the fulfillment of God’s promises, for the
time when darkness will hold no fear and the light will not blind, but creation will be made
whole once more and God’s peace will reign for ever. Amen.

Moment for Mission
* Please stand as you are able.

Christmas Joy Offering
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Elder Cheryl Stitz

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God
Offertory Music
*Offertory Response Sing the Faith # 2036 ........................................ “Give Thanks”
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,
“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,
“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” Give thanks!

*Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving [In Unison] ..........................Elder Cheryl Stitz
Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to give to you all that we
have and all that we are, that we may praise you not with our words only, but with our
whole lives. Amen.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
The Communion Hymn PH # 2 ............................. “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
The Invitation
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: O LORD our God, this Table is as big as your heart. Big enough for all the world,
and then some. Big enough for everyone who hungers and thirsts for a better life, a
fairer world, your justice for all, not ours.
People: Help us, we pray, to honor this Table with a largeness of mind and soul. Large
thoughts and great compassion. Big ideas and a vast mercy.
Leader: Still our small thoughts, LORD, for we have them. Quiet our little ideas, lest they
give birth to even smaller deeds.
People: With the Spirit of Jesus Christ, O God, push back the boundaries of welcome and
expand our borders of love and acceptance of others who are created in your
image just as we are.
Leader: With the love of Jesus Christ, channel our lives to the highest ideals and great
service. With the kindness of Jesus, flood our lives with the true strength of
gentleness.
People: In our words, O God, may there be peace. In our deeds, dear God, justice.
Leader: In our lives, hope for the world, as you bend the arc time to make all things new. It is
with Christ we stand, merciful God. Bless now this bread and cup we share. For
him who is the Bread of Life and the Cup of the New Covenant, we live.
People: In this bread broken and cup shared, we find our strength and our purpose.
Amen and Amen!

* Please stand as you are able.
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The Words of Institution
The Breaking of Bread and Sharing of Cup
(You are invited to come forward to receive the Sacrament of Communion. Please come
down the center aisle, take a piece of bread, dip in the cup on either side, eat, and return to
your seat by the outside aisle. If you are unable to come forward, please let us know, and
we will serve you in your seat.)

The Prayer after Communion [In Unison]
Thanks be to you, O God, for your presence and your purpose, for your loving kindness
and your steadfast Spirit. May the blessings of this table strengthen our faith, increase our
generosity and unify our hearts, for we pray in the name of Emmanuel. Amen.

We Depart to Do God’s Will
*Closing Hymn PH # 332......................................................................... “Live Into Hope”
*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler
Leader: Friends, as we head into this time of Advent, know that while the darkness still
grows
People: the light is gathering to break forth anew!
Leader: The bread has been broken
People: Justice is slipping through!
Leader: Economists are today's oracles
People: but the Word is now ready to speak in and through us!
Leader: Violence and blood has been spilled,
People: but the moment is turning!
Leader: The journey is lonely,
People: but the angels stir!
Leader: The handmaid labors,
People: but the child waits to be born anew!
Leader: Let us go into Advent with expectation the headlines are being rewritten and God’s
Kingdom of Love will reign bringing healing and hope to a broken and hurting
world! Go as the bearers of God’s Light in Christ, shining brightly, bringing hope
and healing, grace and peace to all the world! And all God’s people said:
People: Amen!

*Song of Dismissal PH # 432 ..................................................... “Canto de Esperanza”
May the God of hope go with us every day, Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.
May the God of justice speed us on our way, Bringing light and hope to every land and race.
Praying, let us work for peace, Singing, share our joy with all,
Working for a world that’s new, Faithful when we hear Christ’s call.

Postlude

* Please stand as you are able.
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The liturgy this morning is from: The Advent Poem ~ “© Jan Richardson
janrichardson.com;” The Advent Prayer ~ written by Rev. Abi, on her Rev-o-lution
website; Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving ~ posted on Life in Liturgy; The Great
Prayer of Thanksgiving ~ Tom Eggebeen is pastor of Covenant Church of Los
Angeles, CA; The Sending ~ written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on the New
Kilpatrick Parish Church website.
Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life. (Book of Order, W-1.2006)

Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship and refreshment following worship today.






Our liturgist today is Elder Cheryl Stitz.
Our musician today is Marian Korth.
Our ushers/greeters today are Stan & Kay Lund.
Nursery care is provided today by the Deacons.
Printed copies of sermons are available in the box on the wall outside of the church
office and on our website www.OCPChurch.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS —
 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News,
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.)
 The Mission Committee reminds all folks to share their loose change in the
Least Coin Crock, as a reminder of the prayers they say. Think of all the coins
we would have if every time you prayed, you set aside a coin. These funds
are to be used for local mission work. This is a year-long mission collection.
 Help us save “pig points.” Please turn in your receipts from Piggly Wiggly in the
brown bag in the narthex, so that we can receive a rebate. All funds received are
used for mission projects. Deadline to turn in receipts for this year is Dec. 16.
 Copies of These Days, a daily devotional magazine, are available at the rear
entrance. Donations are voluntary.
EVENTS —
 Next Sunday, Dec. 9 – 9:00 a.m. Children’s Library open.

10:00 a.m. Worship & Sunday School – 2nd Sunday of Advent

11:00 a.m. Children’s Library open.

11:00 a.m. Session
VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY —
 Advent Candles – Trent & Kari Bettenhausen Family
 Liturgist – Mare Stewart
 Ushers/Greeters – Dale & Ann Febock
 Fellowship – Judy Pearson; Joe Leto
 Nursery – Deacons
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CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER – NOVEMBER 2018 Update Two
The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday
evening from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Guests are invited to shop every other Monday. Donation
hours during the month of November are Monday 9 am to 12 pm & 4 pm to 5 pm,
Wednesday 9 am to 12 pm and Thursday 9:00 am to 3 pm. The Food Pantry is located in
the Nikolay Middle School, 211 South Street under the blue canopy.
FOOD/ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY
The Cambridge Food Pantry needs Paper Towel and Toilet Tissue, Tuna, Cereal, Pancake
Mix and Syrup, Ketchup, Hearty Soups, Ramen Noodles, Hamburger Helper, Deodorant,
Size 2, 5 & 6 Diapers, Hair Shampoo and Conditioner,
THANK YOU to all individuals in the community and churches and their members
who contributed food and money donations toward the Thanksgiving Baskets---The
Food Pantry with donations received was able to put together a complete meal---so
Thank you for your generosity!!!!!
Community Café – Thursday, December 6th is the next
Cambridge Community Café! The meal will be hosted by the
Cambridge School District. They will be serving Breakfast
Casseroles, Cheesy Potatoes, Fruit Salad, and Breakfast
treats. The Meal will be served at the CAMBRIDGE HIGH
SCHOOL, 403 Blue Jay Way. Meal is served from 5:30 p.m.
till 6:30 p.m. Everyone in the community is invited to come.
PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK —
Sandy Berge (sister of Charleen Janus)
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch)
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret Hawkins)
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy & Monty Pearson)
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina)
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack)
Joan Spaulding (wife of Ralph Spaulding)
Mary Trailer
Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, jobhunting, health, or relationship problems.
Families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church
office or contact the pastor. Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has
been obtained from those listed or their families.
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Church Schedule
Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Communion: First Sunday of each month
Church School: Children through grade 7 meet at 10:00 a.m. 2nd and 4th Sunday
(Labor Day to Memorial Day)
Video of Worship Service: Cable 98 or 987 Sun. 5:30 p.m.; Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. & Noon
(Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page)
Fellowship & Refreshment: Following worship service each week
Pastoral Office Hours: Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Tuesday or by appointment
Business Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.)
Telephone/Fax: 608-423-3001
Email: Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com
Web: www.OCPChurch.com
Mailing Address: 313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI 53523-9629
Visit us on Facebook: Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church
SESSION (Meets the second Sunday of each month.)
Class of 2018: Mark Touhey
Class of 2019: Mare Stewart, Mike Stitz
Class of 2020: Ann Febock, Renée Roland Johnson,
BOARD OF DEACONS (Meets the third Sunday of each month.)
Class of 2018: Julie Anderson, Judy Schroeder
Class of 2019: Joe Leto
Class of 2020: Randy Johnson, Judy Pearson
CHURCH STAFF
Music—
Accompanists: Karen Brunk, Marian Korth, Emily Rausch,
Angie Williams
Business Manager: Ruth Poole
Pastor: Pastor Scott Marrese-Wheeler: (608) 417-0231 cell;
Pastor@OCPChurch.com
Facebook: Scott Marrese-Wheeler
Follow Rev. Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott
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The Advent Poem: Blessing of Hope .......................................... by Jan Richardson
So may we know
the hope
that is not just
for someday
but for this day—
here, now,
in this moment
that opens to us:
hope not made
of wishes
but of substance,
hope made of sinew
and muscle
and bone,
hope that has breath
and a beating heart,
hope that will not
keep quiet
and be polite,
hope that knows
how to holler
when it is called for,
hope that knows
how to sing
when there seems
little cause,
hope that raises us
from the dead—
not someday
but this day,
every day,
again and
again and
again.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, CONFIRMATION, AND YOU
1. What is the theme of worship?
2. What was the scripture reading/story for the morning?
3. What was one thing you found interesting or insightful or learned from the scripture,
sermon, the liturgy, or hymns?
4. What questions did it raise for you about our faith and your own beliefs in God, Jesus and
the Church?
5. What were some of the vocabulary words used in the worship bulletin that you had not
heard before or did not know their meaning? Write them down and then look them up or
ask someone what they think they mean.
6. What other questions about your faith come to mind as you reflect on the worship this
morning?

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:2-4; 3:[3b-6] 17-19
Narrator: The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
Habakkuk’s Lament: “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry
to you "Violence!" and you will not save? Why do you make me see wrongdoing and
look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.
So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the
righteous – therefore judgment comes forth perverted.”
Narrator: Then the Lord answered Habakkuk and said:
The Voice: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For
there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If
it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.”
Narrator: His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. The
brightness was like the sun; rays came forth from his hand, where his power lay
hidden. Before him went pestilence, and plague followed close behind. He stopped
and shook the earth; he looked and made the nations tremble. The eternal
mountains were shattered; along his ancient pathways the everlasting hills sank low.
Habakkuk: “Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the
produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from
the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in
the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the
feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon the heights.”
Pastor: For the Word of God in Scripture, For the Word of God among us, For the Word of
God within us,
People: We give thanks to God!

