
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent – Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Service of Darkness and Light, Healing and Hope 

December 17, 2017   10:00 a.m. 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  Please take a moment to sign the black 

fellowship pads (in the pews), with your name and information about yourself that you want to 

share with us.  After worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements of Our Church Life and Ministry  
 

The Centering Song PH # 9 ........................................... “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

The Advent Liturgy  .................................................................... Renee Roland Johnson 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  In this season of Advent, we are here to watch and wait and pray for the coming 

of the light into the world.   

People:  We long for the day when the things of darkness - selfishness and greed, 

suffering and oppression - shall be no more.   
Leader:  We light the third candle of Advent for all God’s candle for all God-bearers who 

say ‘Yes’ to God’s challenge, accepting the pain and joy of an unknown future.  

(candles are lit)   God, as we wait for your promise, 

People:  give Light, give Hope anew. 
 

*Opening Hymn PH # 22 ............................................ “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
 

*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  What is your favorite Christmas cookie?   
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We Listen for God’s Word 
 

Building the Bridge between Ezekiel and Mary in Luke’s Gospel  
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] ................................................. Elder Mare Stewart 

Leader:  Let us pray… Speak to us, Lord. Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, the 

hoping, the longing, the sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. 

People:  Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, and walk with us until the day of 

your coming. Amen. 
 

The Scripture Reading  Luke 1:39-56  (page 57, N.T.) Pastor Scott 
 

The Introduction and Blessing of the Children  .................................. Pastor Scott 
 

The 12 Symbols of Christmas 
Written by Felicia Mollohan, “Ministry to Children” 

Presented by the children of Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

Dad – Tyce Bettenhausen;  Sandy – Tara Bettenhausen;  Susie – Grace Leto;   
Sammy – Sam Hanson;   Star/Child – Charles Schabla  
Readers – Trevor Leto, Emily Hanson and Roman Leto 

 

Dialogue and Narration ................................................................. Tree, Ornaments, Lights 
 

Hymn: PH # 56 (verse 2) .......................................................................... “The First Nowell” 

They looked up and saw a star Shining in the east beyond them far,  

And to the earth it gave great light, And so it continued both day and night.   

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Dialogue and Narration ............................................................. Bells, Candy Canes, Angel 
 

Hymn: PH # 31 (verses 1 & 3)............................................ “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.   

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”   

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;  

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”   

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness!   

Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings.   

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die,  

Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth.   

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!” 
 

Dialogue and Narration .................................................................. Holly, Wreath, Presents 
 

Hymn: PH # 66 (verses 1 & 2)............................................. “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

We Three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse a far.   

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;  

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light! 
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Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again,  

King for ever, ceasing never Over us all to reign. 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;  

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Dialogue and Narration ...................................................... Bows & Ribbons, Cookies, Star 
 

Hymn PH # 29 .......................................................................... “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain Over the hills and everywhere;  

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 
 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,  

Behold throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. 

Refrain 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! above the earth,  

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Refrain 
 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born,  

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. 

Refrain 
 

The Installation for New Church Officers  

Elders – Renee Roland Johnson and Ann Febock 
Deacons – Judy Pearson and Randy Johnson 

 

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God  

Offertory Music  
 

*Offertory Response Sing the Faith # 2036 ........................................ “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,  

“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”   

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,  

“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”  Give thanks! 
 

*Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving [In Unison]  ........ Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Loving One, we pray that with our gifts, as well as our lives, we will tell of those who are 

given voice, those who are put back on their feet, those who show us the way, and those 

who offer us grace and hope, as well. Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People [Responsive]  .............................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
Leader:  We pray to the Lord…       People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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A Time of Prayer:  A Liturgy of Darkness and Light, Healing and Hope  
                  [Responsive]  

Leader:  This time of year, in the midst of the seasonal darkness and the holiday each of us 

comes bearing our own hurts, our sorrows, those broken places in our lives. I would 

invite each of you to offer your personal wound to the God who loves each of us 

deeply and wants to carry our pain.  God waits patiently, gently calling out: “Come to 

me all who labor and are heavy laden, who grieve for a loved one, a loss of 

relationship, the death of a dream, the end of a career, or a broken family. 

People:  Lord, come to us through Your Light and Love. 
Leader:  In the midst of the seasonal, emotional, and spiritual darkness that can overwhelm us 

this time of year, we light this candle and remember.   We light it to remember those 

persons whom we have loved and lost. We pause to remember their name, their voice, 

their face, the memory that binds them to us in this season. 

People:  Lord, may Your Light shine bright, comforting all who grieve. 

Leader:  We light this candle to redeem the pain of loss; the loss of relationships, the loss of 

jobs with the security they bring, the loss of health in ourselves or in family members, 

the loss of joy and peace in our lives from the stresses which surround us, the loss and 

loneliness we experience.   

People:  Lord, may Your Light shine bright, comforting all who hurt and are in pain.   

Leader:  We light this candle for those who experience a loss of direction in their lives.   

People:  Lord, may Your Light shine bright, giving new direction to all who feel lost, alone 

and are afraid. 

Leader:  We light this candle as a sign of hope, the hope that the Christmas story offers to us. 

We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a place and time of no more 

mourning or sorrow, no more pain and suffering, no more grief or death.    

People:  Lord, may Your Light shine bright again in our darkened world and lives, renewing 

our hope 
Leader:  We light these candles to remember, to heal, to hope, and to live together in the light and 

love of the One born into our broken, hurting world - the Word made flesh and who still 

dwells in among us and in us.    

People:  So come now, Light of the world, shine anew in and through us, to strength us in 

these dark days and times. 
Leader:  Eternal Light, Comforting One, you promised to go before us; into our brokenness, 

into our hospital and hospice rooms, into our empty houses, into our graveyards, into 

our future held by God, and you are here, even now;, waiting for each of us:  to hold 

us, to comfort us, to heal us, to help us find our way back to life.   

People:  Amen. 

Leader:  If you wish, you may come up front for a special blessing and anointing and then you 

may return to your seat. 
 

(Time for silent reflection.) 
 

Leader:  Let us pray:    

People:  Holy God of Advent, you became weak so we would find strength in moments of 

heartbreak; you left the safety of heaven to wander the wilderness of the world, 

holding our hands when we feel hopeless; you set aside your glory to hold our pain 
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so we might be healed, even when there seems to be no hope; you became one of us 

so we would never be alone in any moment, in any circumstance. 

 

We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn PH # 44....................................................... “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

*The Sending [Responsive]  ................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
Leader:  Let us journey into the world with our God, 

People:  to rebuild shattered hearts with hope. 
Leader:  Let us spend each day being the healing Light of Christ , 

People:  mending brokenness with compassion and love. 

Leader:  Let our hearts be filled with the Spirit of justice and mercy, 

People:  so we may be with those who are working for God’s reign of peace. 
Leader:  And may our mothering God, the Comforting One, Source of our Healing, Light of 

our lives, bless us with hope and peace in all the light and darkness of our days. 

People:  Amen. 
 

*Song of Dismissal PH # 432  ................................................................ “Song of Hope” 

May the God of hope go with us every day, Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.  

May the God of justice speed us on our way, Bringing light and hope to every land and race.   
 

Praying, let us work for peace, Singing, share our joy with all,  

Working for a world that’s new, Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

Postlude  
 


 
 

The liturgy this morning is from:  The Service for Light in the Midst of Darkness is 
adapted from the Blue Christmas Liturgy written by the Young Women Clergy 
Group and Candles & Conifers - Ruth Burgess;  Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann 
Weems; Lectionary Liturgies by Thom Shuman, and re-Worship liturgical 
resources. 

 
 

 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 
 

Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship and refreshment following worship today. 
 

 Our musician is Marian Korth. 

 Our ushers/greeters today are Al & Cheryl Bettenhausen. 

 Nursery care is provided today by the Deacons. 

 Printed copies of sermons are available in the box on the wall outside of the church 
office and on our website www.OCPChurch.com.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

 Items for the annual report will be due on Sunday, January 7.  All committee 
chairs are asked to give their report to the office by this date.  The report will 
be available on January 21st. The annual meeting will be on Sunday, January 
28. 

 Please pick up your 2018 Offering Envelopes, now available in Fellowship 
Hall.  If we’ve missed your name, please notify the office. 

 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 The Mission Committee reminds all folks to share their loose change in the 
Least Coin Crock, as a reminder of the prayers they say.  Think of all the coins 
we would have if every time you prayed, you set aside a coin.  These funds 
are to be used for local mission work.  This is a year-long mission collection. 

 Help us save “pig points.”  Please turn in your receipts from Piggly Wiggly in the brown 
bag in the narthex, so that we can receive a rebate.  All funds received are used for 

mission projects.  The deadline to turn in receipts for this year is Dec. 24. 

 Copies of These Days, a daily devotional magazine, are available at the rear 
entrance.  Donations are voluntary. 

 
 
 

EVENTS — 

 After worship today – Deacons. 

 Sunday, December 24 – 10:00 a.m. NO MORNIING WORSHIP 
                                          5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with  
                                                          communion.  

 Sunday, December 31 – 10:00 a.m. Worship – No Sunday School. 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE — 

 Liturgist – Cheryl Stitz 

 Candle Lighting – Stitz Family 

 Ushers/Greeters – Judy Pearson & Emily Kilian 

 Communion Server – Cheryl & Mike Stitz 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 — 

 Liturgist – Judy Pearson 

 Ushers/Greeters – Stan & Kay Lund 

 Fellowship – No Coffee Hour 

 Nursery – Deacons 
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DECEMBER 2017 Update 
 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday evening 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Guests are invited to shop every other Monday. Donation hours during 
the month of November are Monday 9 am to 12 pm & 4 pm to 5 pm, Wednesday 9 am to 12 pm 
and Thursday 9:00 am to 3 pm.  The Food Pantry is located in the Nikolay Middle School, 211 
South Street under the blue canopy. 
 

FOOD/ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY   
The Cambridge Food Pantry needs Ritz and Town House Crackers, Pancake Mix and Syrup, 
Ketchup, Hearty Soups, Ramen Noodles, Hamburger Helper, Size 2, 4 & 5 Diapers, Shampoo 
and Hair Condition, Super Tampons, Paper Towels, Bath Tissue 
THANK YOU to all the churches and their members and other individuals in the 
Community who contributed food and money donations toward the Thanksgiving 
Baskets---The Food Pantry with donations received was able to put together a complete 
meal---so Thank you for your generosity!!!!!  Also we will be putting a Christmas Ham 
Basket together for anyone who would like to donate to a basket. 
 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
Sandy Berge (sister of Charleen Janus) 
Ken Bilstad 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Jim Fergusson (Nancy Kristiansen’s brother in Edinburg, Scotland) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy & Monty Pearson) 
Scott Kramer family (friends of Charlie Porter) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Richard Nye (son-in-law of Ann & Dale Febock, Tara’s husband, deploying to Iraq) 
Andy Schieffer (Rose Ann West’s nephew-in-law) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
Joan Spaulding (former member Ralph Spaulding’s wife) 
Mary Trailer 
Betty Willmore 
Jim Willmore 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-hunting, 
health, or relationship problems. 

The family of Donald Rumpf; Egil Kristiansen (Jan Kristiansen’s brother); Hal Shaw (friend 
of Marilyn Schuster); Carl Martin (Meg’s husband Bob Stilling’s uncle); Lawrence Janus 
(Charleen’s husband); Corinne Hommen (mother of Kris Runge), and other families who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones.  
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If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 

 

 

Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
Church School:  Children through grade 7 meet at 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
                             (Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Video of Worship Service:  Cable 98 or 987 Sun. 5:30 p.m.; Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. & Noon 

       (Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page) 
Fellowship & Refreshment:  Following worship service each week 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Tuesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.) 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Wednesday of each month.) 
Class of 2017:  Charleen Janus, Kay Lund, Dick Trailer 
Class of 2018:  Mark Touhey 
Class of 2019:  Mare Stewart, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2017:  Trent Bettenhausen, Nancy Kristiansen 
Class of 2018:  Julie Anderson, Ann Febock, Judy Schroeder 
Class of 2019:  Linda Porter 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Music— 
     Accompanists:  Marian Korth, Cheryl Spore, Angie Williams 
 

Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 

Pastor:  Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Pastor Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought flowers to decorate our sanctuary for 
Christmas.  The following people dedicated their flowers as listed here. 
 

GIVEN BY: TO THE GLORY AND HONOR OF GOD, AND: 

Stan & Kay Lund In memory of all our relatives and friends  
 who have gone to heaven 

Mike & Cheryl Stitz In memory of Michael Stitz, Jr. 

Kris Runge In honor of mother, Corinne Hommen 

Dave Gunnulson In memory of Jean Gunnulson 

Monty & Judy Pearson In memory of our parents: Chet & Helen  
 Campbell and Victor and Dorthy Pearson 

Sylvia & Larry Jensen In memory of our parents 

Jo Kubina In memory of Ed Kubina 

Jo Kubina In memory of Geh & Harriet Gerstner and  
 Ed & Leona Kubina 

Emily Kilian In memory of my cousin David 

Joe Leto To honor Grandma Boom! 
 In celebration of our love! 

Julie Anderson In memory of Carol Floyd 

Judy Schroeder & Mark Touhey In memory of Brendan Schroeder Touhey 

Judy Schroeder & Mark Touhey In memory of Ernie & Doris Schroeder and 
 Leo & Loris Touhey 

The plants may be taken home any time after the Christmas Eve Service. 

 
 

 


