
 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

 

24
th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

November 19, 2017   10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Please SILENCE ALL Personal Electronic Devices Before Worship. 
 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 
 

Welcome to our worship service.  Take a moment to quiet yourself  
as we prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Welcome and Preparation for Worship  
Welcome to Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church!  In this space, we invite you to 

bring all of who you are - your identity, your beliefs, your doubts, your story.  Our prayer is 

that together we will experience God’s presence.  We invite you to sign the pew pads, which 

will be passed from the back of the sanctuary to the front.  Please fill out the information, share 

with the others in your row, and then pass it to the row in front of you.  Thank you.  After 

worship, please join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements of Our Church Life and Ministry  
 

The Centering Song PH # 333 ................................................................. “Seek Ye First” 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And His righteousness,  

And all these things shall be added unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,  

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you.  Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Call to Worship [Responsive]  ...................................................... Deacon Judy Schroeder 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  In deep gratitude we come to worship God. 

People:  We recognize God as the source of all goodness. 
Leader:  All good gifts come from the Spirit of God: 

People:  love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, gentleness are all of God. 
Leader:  We come with grateful hearts, not for things, but for who God is. 

People:  We gather to show our gratitude in song and prayer. 

Leader:  May our lives and worship show our gratitude this day and every day.  Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn PH # 559  ............................................................ “We Gather Together” 
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*The Prayer of the Day [Responsive]  

Leader:  Let us pray… The witnesses tell of your boundless generosity, and their telling is 

compelling to us: 

People:  You give your Word to call the world into being; 
Leader:  You give your sovereign rule to emancipate the slaves and the oppressed; 

People:  You give your commanding fidelity to form your own people; 
Leader:  You give your life for the life of the world…  broken bread that feeds,  poured out 

wine that binds and heals. 

People:  You give... we receive... and are thankful. 
Leader:  We begin this day in gratitude, thanks that is a match for your self-giving, 

People:  gratitude in gifts offered, gratitude in tales told, gratitude in lives lived. 
Leader:  Gratitude willed, but not so readily lived, held back by old wounds turned to 

powerful resentment, slowed by early fears become vague anxiety, restrained by 

self-sufficiency in a can-do arrogance, blocked by amnesia unable to recall gifts any 

longer. Do this yet 

People:  Create innocent spaces for us this day for the gratitude we intend. In 

thankfulness, we will give,  we will tell, we will live, your gift through us to gift the 

world. Amen. 
 

*Two+  (A new way to share the peace of Christ and greet one another.) 

      “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 
 

Question:  What is one thing you are grateful for over the past year?      
 

We Listen for God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message  .................................................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

Blessing:  You are God’s beloved child.  With you God is well pleased. 
 

Building the Bridge between Amos and Isaiah  
 

Prayer for Illumination [Responsive] ......................................... Deacon Judy Schroeder 

Leader:  Let us pray… Almighty God, give us ears to hear your story in these words of 

Scripture; 

People:  give us eyes to see your story in the faces of those that surround us; and give us 

faith enough, that by your grace, we might serve you until the end of our days. 

Amen. 
 

The Scripture  Isaiah 8:11-22  (page 637 O.T.) Deacon Judy Schroeder 
 

The Scripture  Isaiah 9:1-7 Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

 (page 638 O.T.) 
 

Pastor:  For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of 

God within us, 

People:  We give thanks to God.  
 

The Sermon  ......................................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 

… musical interlude for quiet personal reflection…  
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We Respond to God’s Love 
 

*Affirmation of Faith [In Unison] ................................... from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. In a broken and 

fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to unmask idolatries in 

Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 

justice, freedom, equality and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive 

to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 

new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and 

place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People [Responsive]  .............................. Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
Leader:  We pray to the Lord…       People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (using ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’…) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer Response PH # 322  .................................................. “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me; Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me.   

Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 
 

Offering of Our Tithes and Our Gifts to God  

Offertory Music  
 

*Offertory Response Sing the Faith # 2036 ........................................ “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.   
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,  

“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”   

And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,  

“I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”  Give thanks! 
 

*Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving [In Unison]  ............... Deacon Judy Schroeder 

Now, in these moments of gratitude, we would offer you a portion of all which you have 

given to us, Gracious God.  We do so, trusting that you will take them, multiplying them 

in your kingdom, so all might be blessed by your love, your peace, your justice and your 

hope.  Amen. 
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We Depart to Do God’s Will 
 

*Closing Hymn PH # 554  ....................................................... “Let All Things Now Living” 
 

*The Sending [Responsive] .................................................... Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler 
Leader:  Maybe in the darkness there is a glimpse of the Light of God’s Kingdom within us 

and all around us, 

People:  a foretaste, a hint, a promise. 
Leader:  Let it hold you and let it send you so you will never be at peace, until all are fed, 

until all know home, 

People:  until all are free, until justice is done, until peace is the way, until grace is the law, 

until love is the rule, 
Leader:  until God’s realm comes, 

People:  until God’s realm comes. 
Leader:  Let us go forth as the Light of Christ shining in the darkness, bringing hope, healing 

and peace to all the world.  And all God’s people said: 

People:  Amen! 
 

*Song of Dismissal PH # 432  ..................................................... “Canto de Esperanza” 

May the God of hope go with us every day, Filling all our lives with love and joy and peace.  

May the God of justice speed us on our way, Bringing light and hope to every land and race.   
 

Praying, let us work for peace, Singing, share our joy with all,  

Working for a world that’s new, Faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
 

Postlude                                  
 

The liturgy this morning is from:  Call to Worship ~ posted on The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada website; Prayer of the Day ~ written by Walter Brueggemann, 
in Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of Walter Brueggemann (Fortress 
Press, 2002; Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving ~ Lectionary Liturgies by Rev. Thom 
Shuman; The Sending ~ written by Cheryl Lawrie, adapted by Pastor Scott. 

 

 

Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church is committed to using language in such a way that all 
members of the community of faith may recognize themselves to be included, addressed, and 
equally cherished before God. Seeking to bear witness to the whole world, the church struggles to 
use language which is faithful to the biblical truth and which neither purposefully nor inadvertently 
excludes people because of gender, color, or other circumstance in life.  (Book of Order, W-1.2006) 
 
 

Everyone is invited to stay for fellowship and refreshment following worship today. 
 

 

 Our liturgist today is Deacon Judy Schroeder.   

 Our musician is Marian Korth. 

 Our ushers/greeters today are Trent & Kari Bettenhausen. 

 Nursery care is provided today by the Deacons. 

 Printed copies of sermons are available in the box on the wall outside of the church 
office and on our website www.OCPChurch.com.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS — 

 The Nominating Committee has proposed the following slate of nominees to 
be elected at the congregational meeting to be held Sunday, December 3 after 
worship.  See bottom of page for further details on the meeting. 
Session nominations: 
     Class of 2020: Ann Febock and Renee Roland Johnson  
Deacon nominations: 
     Class of 2020: Randy Johnson and Judy Pearson  

 If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our newsletter, The Good News, 
please send either your email (preferred) or snail mail address to the church office.  
(Our addresses are listed on the last page of the bulletin.) 

 The Mission Committee reminds all folks to share their loose change in the 
Least Coin Crock, as a reminder of the prayers they say.  Think of all the coins 
we would have if every time you prayed, you set aside a coin.  These funds 
are to be used for local mission work.  This is a year-long mission collection. 

 Help us save “pig points.”  Please turn in your receipts from Piggly Wiggly in the 
brown bag in the narthex, so that we can receive a rebate.  All funds received are 
used for mission projects.   

 Copies of These Days, a daily devotional magazine, are available at the rear 
entrance.  Donations are voluntary. 

 

 

 

EVENTS — 

 After worship today – 11:00 a.m. Deacons 

 Thursday, November 23 – Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Next Sunday, November 26 – 10:00 a.m. Worship; No Sunday School. 

 Please plan ahead and help us decorate the church for Advent on Saturday, 
December 2.  We’ll be starting at 9 a.m. and will continue until we’re done! 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEXT SUNDAY —  

 Liturgist – Jenine Spack 

 Ushers/Greeters – Al & Cheryl Bettenhausen 

 Fellowship – Mardy & Jim Schilleman; Judy Pearson 

 Nursery – Deacons 
 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING… The Session has called for a meeting of the 
congregation on Sunday, December 3 following worship in the sanctuary.  The purpose of 
the meeting is to vote on changing the Bylaws to reduce the size of the Board of Deacons 
and the Session, moving each board size from 7 to 5.  The second purpose of our meeting 
is to nominate and elect officers.  (See slate of nominees on previous page.)  The Session 
would also like to have a discussion about how we as a congregation want to respond to 
the recent shooting and concern around gun violence.  Should we make a statement of 
faith, by posting something like: “This is the house of God, a safe sanctuary for all who 
enter, and a place of peace and welcome.  No weapons allowed.”  While this would not 
deter someone meant to do harm, it does make a faith statement about our beliefs.   
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CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY & RESOURCE CENTER – OCTOBER 2017 Update 
 

The Cambridge Food Pantry & Resource Center is open for shopping every Monday evening 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Guests are invited to shop every other Monday. Donation hours during 
the month of October are Monday 9 am to 12 pm & 4 pm to 5 pm, Wednesday 9 am to 12 pm 
and Thursday 9:00 am to 3 pm.  The Food Pantry is located in the Nikolay Middle School, 211 
South Street under the blue canopy. 
 

THANKSGIVING TURKEY BASKETS and CHRISTMAS HAM BASKETS 
The food pantry will be putting together turkey meal baskets for Thanksgiving and ham meal 
baskets for Christmas----churches or individuals can send money donations for baskets to 
Cambridge Food Pantry, P.O. Box 54, 211 South Street, Cambridge 53523, or church 
representative can call Nancy at Food Pantry 423-8142 to collect a food item for the baskets. 
 

FOOD/ITEMS NEEDED AT CAMBRIDGE FOOD PANTRY 
Currently we can use Tuna, Ketchup, Can Ravioli, Ramen Noodles, Snack Crackers, Sugar, 
Jell-O, Jam and Jelly Shampoo and Conditioner, Diapers size 2, 4, 5, 6. THANK YOU to all the 
churches and their members and everyone in the Community who continue to bring in 
items that are really needed at the food pantry. 

 
 

 

 
 

PLEASE HOLD THESE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS IN PRAYER THIS WEEK — 
Sandy Berge (sister of Charleen Janus) 
Ken Bilstad 
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch) 
Jim Fergusson (Nancy Kristiansen’s brother in Edinburg, Scotland) 
Don Hawkins (husband of Margaret) 
Jayne Kilian (daughter of Judy & Monty Pearson) 
Scott Kramer family (friends of Charlie Porter) 
Egil Kristiansen (Jan Kristiansen’s brother in Oslo, Norway) 
Wade Kubina (son of Jo Kubina) 
Richard Nye (son-in-law of Ann & Dale Febock, Tara’s husband, deploying to Iraq) 
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack) 
Mary Trailer 
Betty Willmore 
Jim Willmore 

Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around the world, our 
enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals experiencing financial, job-
hunting, health, or relationship problems. 

The family of Hal Shaw (friend of Marilyn Schuster); Carl Martin (Meg’s husband Bob 
Stilling’s uncle); Lawrence Janus (Charleen’s husband); Corinne Hommen (mother of 
Kris Runge), and other families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.  

If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave word in the church 
office or contact the pastor.  Permission to be included in this publicly posted list has 
been obtained from those listed or their families. 
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2017 CHRISTMAS SANCTUARY FLOWERS 
 

OCPC will be offering poinsettias this year for the holiday season.  America’s Best Flowers 

will be furnishing our beautiful flowers.  ANYONE can purchase a poinsettia in honor of a 

loved one, in memory of a friend or family person, or in celebration of the Christmas season. 

Please contact the church office or Judy Pearson (764-8159).  You may purchase as many as 

you wish.   
 

Thank you to everyone.   
 

Worship and Theology Committee 
 

POINSETTIAS  (Indicate number desired on each line)           Circle 

8 INCH POTS HAVE 3 FLOWERING PLANTS   CHOICE OF FOIL 
 

     _____  8 inch Red      @ $  16.50  = $__________       Red    Green    Gold     
 

     _____  8 inch White    @ $  16.50  = $__________       Red    Green    Gold     
 

     _____  8 inch Pink      @ $  16.50  = $__________       Red    Green    Gold     
 

 

ADD A RIBBON AND BOW TO ANY FLOWER FOR $2 EACH           Circle 

   (Indicate number desired on line)     CHOICE OF BOW 
 

     _____  Ribbon & Bow  @ $   2.00  = $__________       Red    Green    White     
 

        GRAND TOTAL   = $__________ 
 

We (I) am enclosing my payment (check or cash) payable to OCPC. 

For checks, include memo ‘Christmas flowers’ 
 

 

Donor’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please circle your choice of text below: 
 

 

 Flowers given to the glory and honor of God and… 
 

In Memory of  or To Honor or In Celebration of 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Deadline for purchase is Monday, November 27, 2017, but please return as soon as 

possible.  Checks may be made out to OCPC.  You may take your flowers home after the 

December 24
th

, Christmas Eve worship service.  Questions can be addressed to our office at 

608-423-3001.  
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Church Schedule 

Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Communion:  First Sunday of each month 
Church School:  Children through grade 7 meet at 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
                             (Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Video of Worship Service:  Cable 98 or 987 Sun. 5:30 p.m.; Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. & Noon 

       (Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page) 
Fellowship & Refreshment:  Following worship service each week 
 

Pastoral Office Hours:  Generally 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Tuesday or by appointment 
Business Office Hours:  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Monday – Thursday 
(Church hours are approved by Session and posted on church entry doors.) 
 

Telephone/Fax:  608-423-3001 
Email:  Office@OCPChurch.com or Pastor@OCPChurch.com 
Web:  www.OCPChurch.com  
Mailing Address:  313 E. Main St., Cambridge, WI  53523-9629 
 

 
Visit us on Facebook:  Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church 
 

 

SESSION    (Meets the second Wednesday of each month.) 
Class of 2017:  Charleen Janus, Kay Lund, Dick Trailer 
Class of 2018:  Mark Touhey 
Class of 2019:  Mare Stewart, Mike Stitz 

BOARD OF DEACONS    (Meets the third Sunday of each month.) 
Class of 2017:  Trent Bettenhausen, Nancy Kristiansen 
Class of 2018:  Julie Anderson, Ann Febock, Judy Schroeder 
Class of 2019:  Linda Porter 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Music— 
     Accompanists:  Marian Korth, Cheryl Spore, Angie Williams 
 

Business Manager:  Ruth Poole    
 

Pastor:  Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler:  (608) 417-0231 cell;    
               Pastor@OCPChurch.com          Facebook:  Scott Marrese-Wheeler        
               Follow Pastor Scott on Twitter: @2revsScott 
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