
Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler September 3, 2017 

(13th Sunday after Pentecost) 
The Psalmist, Dr. Seuss and God 

 
Psalm 63 

“My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night; for 
you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings 

to you; your right hand upholds me.” 

 
“Oh, the Thinks You Can Think!” 

“There are so many things that a Thinker can Think.” 

“Oh, the thinks you can think, When you think about Seuss!”  (song) 

 

 The great French Philosopher, mathematician and scientist, René 
Descartes, is regarded as the father of modern philosophy for defining a 

starting point for existence, “I think; therefore I am.” 
 

So Renee Descartes walks into a bar and orders a drink, let’s say a 
Brandy Old Fashion since we are in Wisconsin.  He finishes his drink, and the 

bartender asks him if he would like another one.  Descartes replies:  “I think 
not.”  And poof, he disappears!   

 
 What did you think about my joke? 

 
 Thomas Edison said:  “Five percent of the people think; ten percent 

of the people think they think; and the other eighty-five percent would 
rather die than think.”  

 

 What do you think about Edison’s thoughts on thinking? 
 

 Here is something for you to think about.  Auguste Rodin created his 
very famous statue - The Thinker - in 1880.  According to the Rodin website - 

The statue of the man represented Dante, author of the Divine Comedy, 
leaning forward to observe the circles of Hell, while meditating on his 

work. The Thinker was therefore initially both a being with a tortured body, 
almost a damned soul, and a free-thinking man, determined to transcend his 

suffering through poetry.” 
 

 Like Rodin’s famous statue, the Psalmist also presents us with an image 
of a “Thinker” in Psalm 63.   Though the Psalmist image of a Thinker is not a 

person sitting down, but rather lying on his bed in the middle of the night.  He 
writes: “My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises 

you with joyful lips when I think of you on my bed, and meditate on 

you in the watches of the night; for you have been my help, and in the 
shadow of your wings I sing for joy.” 

 
 What do you think about what the Psalmist has to say about God? 

 



 In the middle of the night, when you are lying there awake, when all 

kinds of thoughts are running through your mind, do you ever, like the 
Psalmist, think about God?   

 
 Some of the best conversations I have ever had with young people have 

been late at night, long past the time we all should be asleep, but they want to 
stay up talking, asking questions they have been thinking about around faith 

and life.    
 

 I have to admit, while I am a pastor, I don’t have the answer to their 
many questions.  I can only guide them move deeper into the spiritual quest, 

but helping them explore their next question.   
 

 Maybe that is why some say, and I am one of them, that - “God is the 
question and not the answer, therefore, live the Question.”  Makes you think, 

doesn’t it?  

 
 Thinking about God and some of the many issues facing our world is 

what I have hoped you would do this summer through the stories of Dr. Seuss. 
 

 So I want to ask you, as the song in the song from Seussical goes “Oh, 
the Thinks you can Think when you think about Seuss.”  What did you think 

about our summer with Seuss? 
 

 There is a question I have from time to time placed in the bulletin under 
the sermon heading which asks:  If our lives are meant to be changed by the 

hearing of God’s word, how will they be changed in the coming week?   
 

 To that end, let me ask you a couple of questions to think about, and if 
you are open to it, share your thoughts with us here this morning.   

 

 Which of the Seuss books you heard read made you think about a social 
justice issue in a new way?  

 
 Which one challenged your faith, making you think about God in a new 

way?    
 

 There is no right or wrong answer.  I am also not looking for 
affirmations.  I am simply asking what are you thinking about God, life, and 

your faith when you think about Seuss? 
 

 When we think about life, and consider the many issues Seuss brought 
up we are not trying to think about them from our perspective, rather, we are 

to think about them, as God would have us do.  And sometimes that means we 
are to change our minds, and the way we think, see and live and relate in the 

world.   

 



 So what do you think not just about Seuss, but about God and how 

through Christ we are to think about and see the world and others, including 
those we may hate or call our enemies?   

 
 One final thought for us to think about, this one from the Apostle Paul, 

who writes in Philippians 2:1-5:  “If then there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 

nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 
as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you 
that was in Christ Jesus, Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus….”   
 


