
Chaplain Nancy Breitsprecher June 25, 2017 

(3rd Sunday after Pentecost) 
Matthew 10:24-39 

 

There is a great deal packed into our Gospel reading today.  From what Matthew 

tells us, Jesus truly was well aware of the reality of what was happening in his 
time – as he is of our times, too.  The early Christians were grounded in the reality 

that joining the company of Jesus could cause problems.  Jesus did not overlook 
this.  We, too, like Jesus, must first have an honest sense of what is going on if we 

want to make it better. 

The message and character of Jesus were out in the open.  Through his healings 
and grounding in love, he could speak truth to power, and demonstrate this also.  

Love and Truth are the foundations of Christian life. 

We all enjoy the passage about the sparrows.  No living thing is too small to be 
loved.  It reminds me of when I was the Protestant Chaplain at a state institution 

for the Developmentally Disabled – now closed.  I visited the cottages for those 
unable to come to Chapel services.  I would bring a “boom box” and tapes of 

Christian songs.  “His eye is on the sparrow” was a favorite of the residents.  
Some would try to ask for the “bird song.”  Instead of preaching I showed film 

strips of Jesus – some could recognize Jesus as the man in the white dress.  We 
would say prayers, too, and some of the residents when meeting me on the 

grounds would fold their hands as if in prayer.  Incidentally, now that many of the 
residents are out in group homes, getting to church at all can be a problem – the 
ratio of staff to resident usually means there is no one available to take some to 

church services while others stay back at the home. 

This Gospel urges us to tell of Jesus, to spread the word, openly and truthfully… 

not like gossip told on the sly.  We may hesitate because of what others may think 
of us… from time to time shall we say, church going and belief just aren’t in style… 
yet so-called sophistication or cynicism will never be good excuses for ignoring the 

place of God in our lives, for God is the source of love and truth, qualities we need 
to be sincere with others. 

Matthew talks of Christ being a source of division, and again this is grounded on 
reality.  Matthew was a Jewish Christian, Matthew knew the Hebrew Testament 
well.  He took up his cross, the pain of being disowned by members of his family 

for following this new Christian religion.  This was ancient history for the Hebrews, 
in the sense that the quote about division in families is directly from that Hebrew 

Testament, the prophet Micah.  Micah was somewhat older than Isaiah, and wrote 
in the 3rd quarter of 800 BCE.  Then Judaism was dividing into factions.  A social 

revolution had taken place – the rich were getting richer, the poor, poorer, and 
greed and fraud were growing, warring with the traditional values on the side of 

the poor found in the Torah. 

This again is reality… the grass is greener elsewhere, other people may drink and 
party more, having temporary fun before the hangover… or try to be in control of 

others, greedy or envious when others can spend more, perhaps tempted to deny 
or not say the truth when it is uncomfortable, or would cost money.  This again is 

human reality. 



The sword spoken of, brought by Jesus, is to sort out right from wrong, a 
metaphor for what can happen to families when old customs and beliefs are 

shattered.  History not only is often unfortunate but it strays often from what 
should be moral values.  Our motives are what we can be judged by.  It is what 

happens when we become blind to the worth and beliefs of others.  In our own 
time, politics brings this to the fore.  We don’t have to agree with others to treat 

them with respect and even love. 

This is an issue for many other religions, too.  All converts lose their old life when 
joining something new.  We can lose our lives on many levels, repenting, turning 

around and trying to reach a higher moral level.  Because of the seemingly 
unending wars in which the world has been involved, we may think of peace as the 

opposite of war.  But it is very much more than that.  Peace enables us to face 
difficulties, reality, with a mind calm enough to find our way through. 

There will often be sorrow involved if we feel cut off from others with whom we 

have to disagree.  Matthew knew this as he wrote his Gospel. 

We all want peace, but what kind of peace is also important.  There can be a 

peace that perpetuates evil… what if Hitler’s Reich, with concentration camps and 
gas chambers and prisons for those who disagreed with the Nazis, had taken over 
Europe… and not been stopped?  There is a price to be paid for true peace.  There 

is a battle against greed and selfishness, against cruelty and oppression, in 
ourselves as well as outside of us.  Peace isn’t apathy or evasion of responsibility.  

Reconciliation for peace calls for honesty and charity.  These are the tools of the 
Christian.  Over the centuries people have suffered for them while grounded in the 

grace of God. 

We pray and study Christianity, what Jesus taught, not what some have done in 
Christ’s name.  God’s work of honesty and mercy brings growth in charity.  This is 

how we are being saved and how we become able to show God’s love and mercy 
in the world. 

It is necessary for us to pray that our works be done with the right motivation, not 

in anger or through restlessness. 

I’ll close with a quote from a newsletter that I receive from a group that tries to 

embody the teaching of Julian of Norwich:  “If in the face of the inevitability of our 
own sin and that of others we can trust that even the worst thing will be used as a 
revelation of God’s love, we, too, will be able to show that love to the world in full 

measure, and nothing will overcome it.” 

Look for where Jesus is in our lives… whether cheering us on or helping to cope 

with sorrow.  Recognize the love given to us… and trust in this love.  Then, as 
Julien wrote: “sin will still be with us, but all shall be well, and all manner of things 

will be well.”  Truth and love will carry us through. 


