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Upcoming Events
Sun., October 9 –
Confirmation Class at
11:30 AM

Confirmation
Youth in 6-8th grade are invited to join Pastor Scott for a time of exploring
our faith. Participants will be asked to attend worship, keeping a journal of the
scriptures read, the theme of worship, the words of the hymn lyrics, and the subject
of the sermon. We will be meeting monthly to discuss their observations, their
questions, and to explore further through the confessions and creeds of the church
their faith in Christ. As we are able, we will visit a few other places of worship.
Through this journey, the youth will be working towards writing a personal
statement of faith and sharing it with the Session and worshipping congregation.
If you are interested in becoming a Mentor, please speak with Pastor Scott.
October Confirmation Class
Sunday, October 9

Sun., October 16 –
Library Day

11:30am

Please bring a notebook you are able to keep specifically for
confirmation class.
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Pastor’s Page
"I was hungry and you gave me something to eat...”

Matthew 25:35

School pictures are one of the highlights of the start of school. It is always brings a smile to my face to view
the pictures of students shared by their parents on Facebook. If you are like us, you have your child’s class
pictures from the start of Kindergarten through their present grade. It always amazes me to see how much
Sam has grown and changed over the years.
As we send our children back to school, there is another picture we all need to see as well. However, it is
not a picture that people like to see. It is the face of Hunger. It’s presence in our schools is growing at an
alarming, some would say, epidemic rate, that is threatening our nation’s future!
According to No Kid Hungry: Share Our Strength website: www.nokidhungry.org, more than 48.8 million
Americans—including 16.2 million children— live in households that lack the means to get enough nutritious
food on a regular basis. As a result, they struggle with hunger at some time during the year. That is 1 out of
5 kids in America. 22% of kids under the age of 18 (16 million) live in poverty. Nearly half of all people
who use Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP or food stamps) are kids. On an average day 9.8 million students receive a free or reduced priced breakfast. Another 10.6 million eligible kids go without
such a meal.
You do not need to tell teachers or lunchroom staff about the face of hunger in our schools. They see it
every day in their classrooms and in the school lunchroom. They know hunger has a major impact on a
student’s ability to learn as well as effecting classroom behavior. I know from my own experience working
in a school, many educators and lunchroom staff, quietly spend their own money to buy students food during
the school day. According to one report: “Fifty-three percent of teachers spend an average $26 of their own
money each month providing snacks for their students.” (Ava Wallace, August 24, 2012 http://neatoday.org/2012/08/24/child-hunger-in-schools-a-growing-problem)
Sadly, there is also a stigma attached to hunger in our schools. Many students do not want to let their peers
or even their teachers know they are going without food. In Harper Lee’s classic American novel, To Kill a
Mockingbird, Scout’s new teacher, Ms. Caroline, asks the students for a show of hands of those who go
home for lunch and those who have brought their lunch. Every student did so, save for one, Walter
Cunningham. When Ms. Caroline asks if he forgot his lunch, he hesitates. She asks again. A bit embarrassed,
Walter answers: “Yes’m.” Ms. Caroline offers him money so he can buy some lunch, but he declines her
offer. Harper Lee writes: "Walter Cunningham was sitting there lying his head off. He didn't forget his lunch,
he didn't have any. He had none today nor would he have any tomorrow or the next day.” The
Cunningham’s were dirt poor and they were proud. They did not want to take a hand-out, even if it meant
they went hungry. There are still far too many “Walter Cunningham’s” in our schools.
As a pastor, I have been aware of hunger, or thought I was aware of it. I have helped collect food for local
food pantries. I have served meals at soup kitchens. I have shared money with people looking for a meal.
Yet, until I started working in a school, I had not come face-to-face with hunger on a daily basis. Teachers,
support staff, kitchen crew, and school administrators know the face of Hunger. A growing number of
students know its face as well. They see it each time they look in a mirror. Tragically, there are a growing
number of students each year who see the image of hunger reflected back to them.
There many organizations, community groups, and individuals, who having seen the increasing need in our
schools, are working to find a solution, including our local Cambridge Food Pantry. Blue Jay Backpacks is a
weekend food program which helps students who may have little to no food over the weekend, have
something to eat. Students participating in this program receive a “backpack” of non-perishable food items. I
(Continued on page 3)
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have been mentioning this initiative to combat hunger in our
community over the past year. Last year, the Blue Jay
Backpack program sought to feed 50 school age children. The
need continues to grow. This year, the number is up to 70!
Our congregation has been invited to participate in this
program.
I feel this is an important ministry for us to
participate in as a congregation. Each month, we can donate
particular non-perishable food items (Single packages
Microwaveable Popcorn, Ramen Noodles, Pop Tarts, Fruit
Cereal Bars, Chocolate and Vanilla Pudding) or you can make a
financial donation to this program, making checks out to
OCPC (memo – Blue Jay Backpack).
So the next time you see the face of a student walking to
school, or waiting at the bus stop, or studying in the public
library, or playing on the playground, or bagging your
groceries, or passing you on the street, or in a picture posted
on Facebook, I would invite you to look beyond the face - and
see if you can see something more - the Face of Hunger. And
if you do, tell me if you can catch a glimpse of one more thing the face of Christ.

Mission News
By Cheryl Stitz, Mission Committee
Moderator
Pres House
Pres House service and fellowship
meal will be held on Sunday,
November 6. There will be a car
pool leaving from the church at 3
p.m. to attend the service and meal.
We are looking for donations of
desserts, salad, and beverages; a
signup sheet will be available in the
church Fellowship Hall. If you have
any questions contact Cheryl Stitz.

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry...and did not take
care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it
to me.’” Matthew 25:44-45
Pastor Scott

Children’s Library Fall Schedule

By Cathy Thiltgen
This fall the children’s library will be starting its 24th year!
The first official “Library Day” will be October 16.
Remaining Library Days for the fall schedule are
November 13, and December 11 and December 18. I
will be available to help with check-out on all of those days
from 9:00 – 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM. All children – and
adults – are welcome to stop in!

Blue Jay Backpack Program
School has started and the Blue Jay
Backpack program is in need of food
items or cash donations (checks
made out to OCPC). This year, the
program is going from just over 50
backpacks last year to around 70 this
year, which will mean that a lot
more food will be needed. Some of
the items that are needed are nonperishable snack packs of peaches,
pears, applesauce, chocolate and
vanilla pudding, ramen noodles,
breakfast fruit cereal bars, fruit pop
tarts, beef jerky, single packages of
microwave pop-corn. You can label
the items for the backpack program
and leave them in the container for
the food pantry.

THE SESSION:
Class of 2016:
Cheryl Bettenhausen
Fellowship
Mission
Nominating
Judy Pearson
Clerk of Session
Memorial Hostess
Worship/Theology
Class of 2017:
Kay Lund
Fellowship
Worship/Theology
Charleen Janus
Fellowship
Nominating
Dick Trailer
Building and Grounds
Finance-Stewardship
Personnel
Class of 2018
Renee Roland Johnson
Christian Education
Mark Touhey
Building and Grounds
Finance-Stewardship
Personnel
Treasurer: Dick Trailer

DEACONS CORNER
By Deacon Ann Febock, Secretary
The Deacons met on Sunday, September 18 following the church service. We
discussed the pancake breakfast held in August and agreed that everything went
smoothly but have a few items to add and/or delete. Deacons Linda Porter and
Ann Febock are in charge of coffee hour on October 2, World Communion
Sunday. Our next meeting will be held after church on Sunday, October 16.

SESSION NOTES
By Elder Judy Pearson, Clerk of Session
Stated meeting of the Session was held on Wednesday, September 14, 2016 at 6
PM. Pastor Scott opened the meeting with prayer. A reading from Luke 15:1-10
started our devotions with the question for reflection: “When was a time you
felt spiritually lost in life? What or who helped you find your way back?”

 Approved audit of our financial records as prepared by Drews Tax Plus.
 Review of Session records will be Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 6:30 PM at
Covenant PC in Madison.
 Pastor reported on his attendance at the JKP meeting via video-conference on
Saturday, August 20, 2016. Two other churches in our Presbytery presented
information on their requests to sell their Manse.
 Approved CAP (Community Activities Program) Senior Meals program to use
our Fellowship Hall and kitchen on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month
for September and October.
 Approved request from Andy & Kelly Woodman to have their daughter,
Aspen, baptized during the morning worship service on Sunday, November 13.
BOARD OF DEACONS:
 Youth Group and confirmation meetings to begin Sunday, September 25.
Class of 2016:
 Approved to use up to $100 for advertising on Facebook.
Al Bettenhausen
Building and Grounds
 The next Session meeting will be Sunday, October 16, 2016 following morning
Worship/Theology
worship service. We will look at future dates for winter meetings on Sundays.
Linda Porter, Co-Moderator
 Approximately $850 will be needed for new exit signs throughout the church
Class of 2017:
and electrical work in the basement. ($700 had been approved.) A door for
Trent Bettenhausen
the west side exit from the Sunday School room will cost about $400.
Nancy Kristiansen
Class of 2018
 Driveway resurfacing from Main Street on the east side of the church to be
Julie Anderson
done September 19-21. The driveway will be closed.
Ann Febock
 Building & Grounds has been in contact with Southgate Gutter Service for
Secretary
work to replace our current gutters.
Mission
Judy Schroeder, Co-Moderator
 Reviewed a list of memorial donations and designated gifts.
Pastor / Moderator of Session:
 Pastor presented a new Board of Pensions program for benefits that affect his
Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler
benefit package. Pastor was approved to apply for this package.
(608) 417-0231 Cell
 We will host the meal at Pres House on Sunday, November 6, 2016.
Pastor@OCPChurch.com
 Building & Grounds reviewed our insurance coverage and determined it to be
adequate. Approved by Session.
Budget Update:
 Rally Day was held Sunday, September 11. Service was outside near the Peace
Year-to date Income: $54,876
Garden with the Promised Band present. A tailgate potluck followed.
Year-to-date Spending: $56,091  Thank you was given to Cathy Thiltgen for her cleaning of the church.

What people gave me one night in
rural coastal Oregon after I told
them stories in a lovely tiny library
Jun 06, 2016 by Brian Doyle
A stack of brownies as big as bricks for my
children.
A small paper bowl of red and orange
salmonberries.
An antler from a spike buck, perhaps three years
old,
Perhaps a black-tailed deer, perhaps now
gargantuan.
Cranberry syrup made up the coast about eight
miles.
Handshakes of all sorts. A photograph; their one
son,
Just deceased; we just thought that you should have
it.
Blackberry jam, homemade. Honey, homemade.
Salal
Sprigs, elderberry sprigs. Canned smoked salmon
and
Tuna, caught about two miles to the west of
where we
Stood in the library. A baby girl hoisted up so
she and
I could look each other in the eye. She sneezed.
Books
To scrawl upon. Huckleberry leaves. A cougar’s
tooth,
Gleaming. A man gripped me by the shoulder
and said
Nothing. His was a remarkably expressive grip.
People
Give you things without any things in their
hands. You
Know what I mean. They are eloquent without
needing
To speak. We hardly ever talk about this. I
shuffled off
With my arms full. I had been slathered by the
glorious
And only a little of it was in the basket I tucked
into my
Car. People were hungry for something. I knew
what it
Was and it wasn’t me; but I could tell stories
that could
Point to what it is we are all starving for. We
work and
Yearn and struggle and dream for it.
Occasionally when
We gather together, if there is humility, if there
is story,
If there is honesty, then there is just enough
food for all.

Ken Bilstad
Mary Trailer

Stacey Brandenburg (friend of OCPC & Julie Floyd Anderson)
Judy Brandt (choir director at Grace Lutheran Church)
Gretchen Burt and her family (cousin of Kay Lund)
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch)
Nancy & Lori Davis (relatives of Kay Lund)
Don Dieter (Marilyn Schuster’s brother-in-law)
Marjorie Erickson (friend of Kay Lund)
Jane Feggestad
Jacque Freund (friend of Kay Lund)
Don Hawkins (new visitor to the church)
Judy Hottman (friend of Judy Pearson)
Egil Kristiansen (Jan Kristiansen’s brother in Oslo, Norway)
Charlene “Charlie” Porter
Marilyn Schuster, our pianist
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack)
Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around
the world, our enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals
experiencing financial, job-hunting, health, or relationship problems.
Families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave
word in the church office or contact the pastor. Permission to be
included in this publicly posted list has been obtained from those listed
or their families.

CAP Senior Meal at OCPC
Due to some issues at the Amundson Center, OCPC has agreed
to serve as host facility for the CAP (Community Activities
Program) Senior Meal. They will be meeting here on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of the month from noon until 2 PM. The
catered meal (for Cambridge area residents age 55 or better)
costs $3. CAP asks that reservations be made to Chad at
(608)423-8045 one week prior to the luncheon. CAP provides
their own paper products, food, and supplies. They also set-up
and clean-up.

If you are unable to serve Communion, as Usher/Greeter, or Lector, please try to find someone to
substitute for you. Or, contact Al Bettenhausen (608) 322-2932 or Judy Pearson (608) 764-8159.

OCT 2
NOV 6

* Kay Lund
* Judy Pearson

OCT 2

Grace & Roman Leto

OCT 9

Judy Schroeder & Mark Touhey

OCT 16

Mark Olson; Al Bettenhausen

OCT 23

Kay & Stan Lund

OCT 30

Sylvia & Larry Jensen

NOV 6

Judy Pearson; Jo Kubina

OCT 2
OCT 9
OCT 16
OCT 23
OCT 30

Trevor Leto
Julie Anderson
Jenine Spack
Mare Stewart
Melanie Rumpf

NOV 6

Mare Stewart

OCT 2

Deacons

OCT 9
OCT 16
OCT 23
OCT 30

Deacons
Deacons
Deacons
Deacons

OCT 2

Deacons Linda Porter and Ann Febock
Linda Porter
Ann & Dale Febock

OCT 9
OCT 16
OCT 23
OCT 30
NOV 6
NOV 13

Cheryl & Al Bettenhausen
Joe Leto; Judy Pearson
Nancy & Jan Kristiansen
Woodman Family with Sylvia Jensen (Baptism of Aspen Woodman)

OCT/NOV Oct 1-15: OPEN; Oct 16-31: OPEN; Nov 1-15: OPEN






DATE

BIRTHDAYS

Oct 2
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 7
Oct 12
Oct 13
Oct 13

Rachel Kelter
Dalton Yeadon-Stark
Eva Wurz
Nic Bowe
Trent Bettenhausen
Kelly Homann
Lindsey Vanderbilt

ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 10:00
Communion first Sunday of each
month
Sunday School 10:00 from September
through May

DATE

BIRTHDAYS

Oct 21
Oct 23
Oct 26
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 29

Scott Marrese-Wheeler
Abby Porter
Debra Cade
Kay Lund
Sue Bettenhausen
Maggie Porter

Abbreviation Key
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
CCA: Cambridge Clergy Assoc.
CC: Communications Committee
CE: Christian Education
FC: Fellowship Committee

ANNIVERSARIES
Peter & Wendy Stark

GN: Good News
MG: Membership & Growth
OA: Overeaters Anonymous
SG: Support Group
WT: Worship & Theology
YG: Youth Group

October 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3
8:30 AM OA

4
5
12-2 PM Madison
Area Presbyterian
Clergy

9
11:30 AM
Confirmation
Class

10
8:30 AM OA

11

16
Library Day
11 AM Deacons
11 AM Session

17
8:30 AM OA

18

23

24
8:30 AM OA

30

31
8:30 AM OA

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

6
7:30 PM AA

7
8:30 AM OA

8

12
12 PM CAP
Senior Meal

13
7:30 PM AA

14
8:30 AM OA

15

19

20
7:30 PM AA

21
8:30 AM OA

22

28
8:30 AM OA

29

Newsletter
articles due
25

26
12 PM CAP
Senior Meal

27
7:30 PM AA

Kudos To:
The Promised Band for wonderful music for our Peace Garden worship on September 11.
The Fellowship Committee and other helpers for the setup of both the outdoor worship area and the
tailgate party/potluck.
Everyone who contributed to our tailgate party/potluck on September 11, including Pastor Scott for
the brats, Judy Pearson for hotdogs, and Judy Schroeder for hotdogs and the grilling.
Cathy Thiltgen for the many balloon arrangements to welcome our Sunday School students.
Our Sunday School teachers and parents for a good Rally Day to begin another year of Christian
Education for our youth.
Cheryl Bettenhausen for her outdoor flowers throughout the seasons at the front of the church.
Pastor Scott and Ruth Poole for preparing Fellowship Hall and the kitchen for the first CAP Senior
Meal we hosted on September 14.
Everyone who delivered meals-on-wheels during September.
Kay & Stan Lund for cleaning our kitchen windows.

CHURCH SCHEDULE
WORSHIP SERVICE & CHURCH SCHOOL: 10:00 a.m. Sunday
COMMUNION: First Sunday of each month
FELLOWSHIP & REFRESHMENTS: Following worship service
each week.
VIDEO OF WORSHIP: Cable Channel 98 or 987
Sun 5:30 PM; M-T 8 AM & Noon
(Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page)
OFFICE HOURS
PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS: Generally 9:00 - 12:00 Tue
BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 - 12:00 Mon – Thu
TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001
EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com or
Pastor@OCPChurch.com
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com
Visit us on Facebook:
Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church

September Food Pantry Update
The Cambridge Food Pantry and Resource
Center is in need of all types of canned soups,
canned peas, tuna, cereal, pancake mix and syrup,
Hamburger Helper, ramen noodles, snack
crackers, Pop Tarts, ketchup, super tampons,
diaper sizes 2 & 5, shampoo, toothpaste and
deodorant.
Items are also needed for Blue Jay Backpacks.
See Pastor’s Page and the article on Page 3.
THANK YOU!

