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Upcoming Events

Worship in (or near) the Peace Garden
Sunday, September 11
Come join us at 10 a.m. on Sunday, September 11 for Worship in the
Peace Garden, on the west side of our church building. (If the grass is
too wet, it will be held in the parking lot nearby.) Providing music for
the service will be The Promised Band with Steve Holmes, Laura
Connor, Leo Jazdzewski and Susan Egre.
You’re encouraged to wear your favorite Packers apparel. (Bears and
Vikings welcome as well.) Also, bring your favorite dish to pass and
we’ll all enjoy a tailgate potluck meal after the service.

Sunday, Sept. 11 –
Rally Day! First day of
Sunday School
Sunday, Sept. 11 –
Worship in the Peace
Garden with the
Promised Band,
followed by a tailgate
potluck meal.
Sunday, Nov. 6 –
Mark your calendar for
serving the Pres House
meal! More details will
follow in the October
newsletter.

The Promised Band

2

Pastor’s Page
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:1-5)
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of
life.” John 8:12
“I learned without her saying a word that there are truly many ways to pray, and lighting a candle is one of
them.” ― Pat Schneider, How the Light Gets in: Writing as a Spiritual Practice
“Look at how a single candle can both defy and define the darkness.” ― Anne Frank
“Thousands of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened.
Happiness never decreases by being shared.” Buddha quote
Most of us have in our homes, candles. We use candles for various things from providing
decoration, setting the mood for a nice dinner, providing a nice fragrance, and of course, offering us light.
Candles are also central to our faith. From the days of the Tabernacle of the Most Holy One
when it was a tent being carted around in the wilderness to today, candles have adorned the sanctuaries,
as they do our own.
Candles help to calm and center us in the peaceful presence of God. In times of distress, when
uncertainty and fear can take hold of us, candles can remind us of God’s promise in Christ, that the “light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5). We light candles on All Saints’
Sunday as we remember those who have died. Sometimes we light candles as a form of prayer. We light
them on Christmas Eve, and sing “Silent Night.”
Candles, like the one that stands beside the pulpit, reminds us that the living Word, Jesus, light
guides our path through life.
Recently, someone asked me about the small candle that sits in the center of the Communion
Table. While we have many candles in our sanctuary, we did not have one on the Table. Small as it is, it
represents the presence of Christ as host of the sacred meal we are invited by him to share with one
another.
I like having it on the Communion Table for all these reasons, and one more. The light of that
candle, small as it is, reminds us that the light shines in each of us as it does in all human beings.
In many churches, it is a part of their morning worship ritual, to extinguish the candles following
the Benediction. Some will also re-light the candle lighter, and have that person lead the minister and
people out of the sanctuary. In two of the churches I have served, where they had an oil based Christ
candle on the Communion Table, a person would come up after the Benediction/Sending, and take the
candle, and lead us out of the sanctuary. In doing so, we are symbolically saying that the Light of God
shining in Christ and through us, goes with us out into the world. It does not stay in the sanctuary.
“This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it shine….” (children’s
Sunday School song)
May the light of Christ shine in and through you this day and always, Amen.
Pastor Scott

Some good words for our reflection:

CE News

"Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful
for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace
to those who hear....Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God
in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators of God, as
beloved children, and live in love...."
Ephesians 4:29, 31-32 & 5:2

By Melanie Rumpf, Committee
Member

I wonder what the current political campaigns and ads would be like
if those running for office would put into practice these words.
How would our conversations change? What about our posts on
social media?

Mission News
By Cheryl Stitz, Committee Moderator
We received $50.00 for redeeming our Piggly Wiggly Points. The
money will be used to support local mission activities. Keep saving
your receipts and leave them at the church. The next collection
deadline will be December 31.
OCPC will be delivering Meals on Wheels on September 19-23. If
you are interested in delivering meals contact Cheryl Stitz at 608423-4539.
All the school supplies were delivered to the school and distributed
to needy school children on Monday, August 22.
Mark your calendar for Sunday, November 6 Pres House Worship
and Fellowship Meal. OCPC will be providing the meal. Additional
information will follow in the October newsletter.

Youth Group
Sunday, September 25 at 12 PM
We are still building our youth program. We hope to once again
provide some activities for our young people in grades 6-12.
We will be meeting after worship on Sundays.
Our first
gathering is Sunday, September 25. Questions, please speak with
Pastor Scott.

We are looking forward to fall and
the return of Sunday school and
youth activities. Rally Day will be
Sunday,
September
11,
2016. Classes will be held as last
year, starting right after the
children’s sermon or approximately
10:15 a.m.

Confirmation
As we begin another year of
education classes, we are inviting
our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade youth
to move out of the Sunday School
classroom and into the worship
setting as their new classroom as a
part
of
their
confirmation
experience. They are already
participating in leadership roles, and
we would like to help them
continue to develop their faith
through worship participation.
This means our middle and high
school age youth will remain with
us after the younger children are
dismissed following the Time With
The Children. We will be working
on some worship reflections, which
the youth will be filling out and then
discussing with Pastor Scott for
Confirmation.
Details of Confirmation are still to
be worked out. If you are
interested in participating, please
speak with Pastor Scott.

THE SESSION:
Class of 2016:
Cheryl Bettenhausen
Fellowship
Mission
Nominating
Judy Pearson
Clerk of Session
Memorial Hostess
Worship/Theology
Class of 2017:
Kay Lund
Fellowship
Worship/Theology
Charleen Janus
Fellowship
Nominating
Dick Trailer
Building and Grounds
Finance-Stewardship
Personnel
Class of 2018
Renee Roland Johnson
Christian Education
Mark Touhey
Building and Grounds
Finance-Stewardship
Personnel
Treasurer: Dick Trailer

BOARD OF DEACONS:
Class of 2016:
Al Bettenhausen
Building and Grounds
Worship/Theology
Linda Porter, Co-Moderator
Class of 2017:
Trent Bettenhausen
Nancy Kristiansen
Class of 2018
Julie Anderson
Ann Febock
Secretary
Mission
Judy Schroeder, Co-Moderator
Pastor / Moderator of Session:
Rev. Scott Marrese-Wheeler
(608) 417-0231 Cell
Pastor@OCPChurch.com

Budget Update:
Year-to date Income: $49,690
Year-to-date Spending: $50,487

DEACONS CORNER
By Deacon Ann Febock, Secretary
On Saturday, August 6th the OCPC Deacon group hosted a pancake breakfast from
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. A total of $509.85 was deposited, which included $468 from the
breakfast plus $41.85 for fellowship/coffee hour the next day.
We served 69 adults, 7 kids and received $21 in extra donations. We had the joy
of serving the McFarland cross country team for breakfast this year. We will
decide what service groups to share the monies with at our next Deacon meeting
in September.
The Deacons would like to extend a big thank you to all of our volunteers who
made this event run smoothly.
Our next meeting will be Sunday, September 19th following worship service.

MANSE NEWS
By Elder Mark Touhey, Building & Grounds Committee
OCPC is currently considering the sale of the manse. Session approved the
initiation of the process, which would include sharing information with the
congregation, getting approval from Presbytery, creation of a committee to oversee
the process, and exploration of legal issues and options. At some point in the
future, the congregation would need to approve the details of the sale before it
could be transacted. That vote, if the sale does indeed move forward, is well in the
future. We are in the discussion phase currently. And there is much to discuss.
The topic has been discussed before. Renting the manse has been problematic for
us. We have been burned by renters. We are not rental agents, nor do we want to
be. The purpose of the manse is to provide a home for our minister, but it has not
been used for that purpose for thirteen years, and there is little reason to believe
that it would be used by ministers in the future. Most churches are selling their
manses because ministers prefer to own their own homes. The manse no longer
serves its purpose.
In recent years, rental of the manse has gone smoothly. We have an excellent
tenant. And the manse brings in over $9,000 in income. As a result, we have felt
less pressure to sell the manse.
However, this year, for the first time, the village will be requiring us to pay
property tax. We do not know the exact amount, but expect the bill to be around
$3,000. Also, we do spend money on the manse. Last year we replaced a portion of
the roof. This year we spent $1,250 to take down the tree in the front yard. It
costs money just to maintain the structure. Losing a third of the income to taxes
makes manse ownership much less viable financially. Now, if we were to sell the
manse and invest the money, we could make more money each year – without the
headaches.
If we are to keep the manse, we will need to put serious money into it. Eighteen
years ago, we spent $30,000 to improve the manse. Since then, we have spent
money only to maintain it, not improve it. The manse is gradually losing market
value.
We need to talk this over. Talk to each other. Talk to your Session. When decision
time comes, let us pray we make the right decision.

What if
May 06, 2016 by Sarah Rossiter
On the back of the MBTA bus
An ad for Devil Dogs complete
With photos of “vanilla-flavored
Crème sandwiched between two
Fun-shaped Devil’s Food cakes”
Exclaims “Yes please!” urging us
To “listen to our cravings” which is
To say consume whatever we
imagine
Might fill the hungry ghost of fear
That dwells in each of us living
In this land of plenty where more is
Never quite enough: but what if
Craving became longing for
something
Of another order, and what if we
instead
Said “Yes” to prisoners, lepers,
refugees,
And what if we might someday learn
To let this moment be enough,
This naked twig, this autumn sky,
This bird in flight, this drifting leaf.

Ken Bilstad
Mary Trailer

Stacey Brandenburg (friend of OCPC & Julie Floyd Anderson)
Judy Brandt (choir director at Grace Lutheran Church)
Gretchen Burt and her family (cousin of Kay Lund)
Griffin Clark (grandson of Bill & Patty Strohbusch)
Nancy & Lori Davis (relatives of Kay Lund)
Don Dieter (Marilyn Schuster’s brother-in-law)
Marjorie Erickson (friend of Kay Lund)
Jane Feggestad
Jacque Freund (friend of Kay Lund)
Don Hawkins (new visitor to the church)
Judy Hottman (friend of Judy Pearson)
Egil Kristiansen (Jan Kristiansen’s brother in Oslo, Norway)
Charlene “Charlie” Porter
Marilyn Schuster, our pianist
Shawn Spack (son of Jenine & Jack Spack)
Our children and unchurched children and families, our military around
the world, our enemies, our church leaders, families and individuals
experiencing financial, job-hunting, health, or relationship problems.
Families who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
If you would like to be added to our weekly prayer list, please leave
word in the church office or contact the pastor. Permission to be
included in this publicly posted list has been obtained from those listed
or their families.

Selling Manse Process
By Pastor Scott
At a called meeting of the congregation on August 21, the congregation approved a Session recommendation
to begin to explore the idea of selling the manse. This recommendation came about as the result of the
manse property, which we do not use for ministry, being assessed for property tax. This is only an
exploratory move at this point. The next step in the process is seeking approval to do so from John Knox
Presbytery. At the August 20 meeting of JKP, two other congregations were also seeking permission to
explore selling their manses. We need their approval, as we hold our property in trust with the Presbyterian
Denomination. When we receive their approval, we will begin to work with a realtor to determine what we
need to do to if we decide to sell it. Once a more formal proposal is in place, we will inform the
congregation for their approval.

If you are unable to serve Communion, as Usher/Greeter, or Lector, please try to find someone to
substitute for you. Or, contact Al Bettenhausen (608) 322-2932 or Judy Pearson (608) 764-8159.

SEPT 4
OCT 2

* Kay Lund
* Kay Lund

SEPT 4

Al Bettenhausen; Mark Olson

SEPT 11

Cheryl & Mike Stitz

SEPT 18

Ann & Dale Febock

SEPT 25

Stub & Kay Lund

OCT 2

Trevor & Roman Leto

APR 6

Judy Schroeder & Mark Touhey

SEPT 4
SEPT 11
SEPT 18
SEPT 25
OCT 2

Roman Leto
Emily Hanson
Bud Rumpf
Jerry Thiltgen
Grace Leto

OCT 9

Julie Anderson

SEPT 4

Deacons

SEPT 11
SEPT 18
SEPT 25
OCT 2

Deacons
Deacons
Deacons
Deacons

SEPT 4

Labor Day Weekend – No Coffee Hour
Worship in the Peace Garden – Tailgate Potluck
Charleen Janus; Jo Kubina

SEPT 11
SEPT 18
SEPT 25
OCT 2
OCT 9
OCT 16

Kay & Stub Lund
Deacons (2 people)
Linda Porter
Ann & Dale Febock

SEP/OCT Sept 1-15: OPEN; Sept 16-30: OPEN; Oct 1-15: OPEN

DATE BIRTHDAYS
Sept 2
Deacon Wurtz
Sept 3
Joe Leto
Sept 4
Nancy
VanValkenberg
Sept 9
Angela Wurtz
Cashton Wurtz
Sept 10 Nate Bowe
Sept 11
Sept 13 Jodi Kelter
Kodi Porter
Sept 15






ANNIVERSARIES
Andy & Amber Rumpf
Mark Touhey & Judy
Schroeder

DATE BIRTHDAYS
Sept 15
Sept 16
Sept 22 Angela Stitz-Kennedy
Sept 23

John & Shelly Kennedy

Sept 25
Sept 26
Sept 27

John & Tina Fieser

Sept 30

Sunday Schedule
Worship Service 10:00
Communion first Sunday of each
month
Sunday School 10:00 from September
through May

ANNIVERSARIES
Randy & Renee Johnson
Stan & Kay Lund

Peter Stark
Jeremy & Abby Porter
Harry & Debra Cade
Bill & Patty Strohbusch
John Fieser

Abbreviation Key
AA: Alcoholics Anonymous
CCA: Cambridge Clergy Assoc.
CC: Communications Committee
CE: Christian Education
FC: Fellowship Committee

GN: Good News
MG: Membership & Growth
OA: Overeaters Anonymous
SG: Support Group
WT: Worship & Theology
YG: Youth Group

September 2016
Sunday

Monday

4

5
8:30 AM OA

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
7:30 PM AA

Friday
2
8:30 AM OA

Saturday
3

6

7

8
7:30 PM AA

9
8:30 AM OA

10

Labor Day –
OCPC Office
Closed
11 10 AM
RALLY DAY –
Peace Garden
Worship with
Tailgate Potluck

12
8:30 AM OA

13

14
6 PM Session

15
7:30 PM AA

16
8:30 AM OA

17

18
11 AM Deacons

19
8:30 AM OA

20
Newsletter
articles due

21

22
7:30 PM AA

23
8:30 AM OA

24

25
Noon – Youth
Group

26
8:30 AM OA

27

28

29
7:30 PM AA

30
8:30 AM OA

Kudos To:
Thanks to everyone who contributed and served at the Pancake Breakfast on Saturday,
August 6. See the Deacons Corner for more details.
Everyone who turned in Piggly Wiggly receipts. The funds will be used to support local
mission projects.
Everyone who donated school supplies for the local school children.
Scott and Ruth for getting the school supplies delivered to the school on time.
Those who assisted in the office while Ruth was on vacation.
Cathy Thiltgen for putting a shine on all the floors in the church, and for all the hours she’s
devoted to keeping the whole church sparkling!

CHURCH SCHEDULE
WORSHIP SERVICE & CHURCH SCHOOL: 10:00 a.m. Sunday
COMMUNION: First Sunday of each month
FELLOWSHIP & REFRESHMENTS: Following worship service
each week.
VIDEO OF WORSHIP: Cable Channel 98 or 987
Sun 5:30 PM; M-T 8 AM & Noon
(Link to video also available on our website or Facebook page)
OFFICE HOURS
PASTORAL OFFICE HOURS: Generally 9:00 - 12:00 Tue
BUSINESS OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 - 12:00 Mon – Thu
TELEPHONE/FAX: 608-423-3001
EMAIL: Office@OCPChurch.com or
Pastor@OCPChurch.com
WEB: www.OCPChurch.com
Visit us on Facebook:
Oakland-Cambridge Presbyterian Church

FYI – With School beginning in
September, Pastor Scott will be
returning to the classroom as a
Substitute Teacher in McFarland.
He is beginning his 8th year. He is
the Building Substitute for Indian
Mound Middle School, though he
does work at the high school as
well. He views his work in the
schools as an extension of his
ministry. Please keep him and all
the students and staff of our
schools in your prayers.

